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The Whooping 


Whooping Cranes reached a new mid- Crane Story 


century high of 36, with six young of 
the year, after the 1960 nesting season. 


Whooping Cranes are very much in the headlines today. Some of this 
news is good, some disturbing. In the first category is the Canadian 
government’s welcome announcement that a new railroad will be rerouted 
to avoid penetrating Wood Buffalo Park, the crane’s nesting grounds. In 


the other, are proposals that more Whooping Cranes be placed in captivity. 


The background facts of America’s most famous rare bird are 
fully presented in Robert P. Allen’s Audubon Research Report 
No. 3, THE WHOOPING CRANE, a big 250-page, illustrated book 
($3.00), and the SUPPLEMENT thereto on the discovery of the 
breeding grounds ($2.50). 


SPECIAL: You can add both these fine reports to your library 
for $5.00 if you order before December 31, 1961. 


Other Audubon Research Reports still in stock include No. 4, 
THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR by Carl B. Koford ($3.00), and } 
No. 5, THE FLAMINGOS by Robert P. Allen ($3.95). Earlier re- 
ports on the Ivory-billed Woodpecker and the Roseate Spoonbill 


are out-of-print. 


Order from: 
Service Department 
National Audubon Society 


1130 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Nesting Season 


Geoffrey Carleton 


picture was presented by this summer's re- 

ports: cool in the East, heat and drought in 
the West. Cool, rainy weather at the start of the 
period was deemed to have contributed to a good 
breeding season in Maine and New York. Attendant 
upon the cool weather, there was delayed nesting in 
the Southern Atlantic Coast Region, and a good late 
nesting in the Appalachian Region. Insectivores in 
the Northeast were reported as up from the lows of 
the last several years, which have been attributed to 
the use of sprays such as DDT. In this connection, 
see the discussions of the Robin in the Middle Atlan- 
tic Coast Region, and warblers in the Ontario-Western 
New York Region 

In the drought area, Dr. Nero compares duck totals 
with past years; Rogers found ducks doing well, while 
Dr. Scott reports them way down in the western part 
of his Region. In California, Betsey Cutler and Eleanor 
Pugh found breeding not good in the lowlands, but 
helped in the Sierras by the less severe low tempera- 
tures at night! Arnold Small notes less nesting suc- 
cess and smaller broods. 

Using an interesting procedure in the Florida Re- 
gion, Dr. Robertson lists notable records in five dif- 
ferent categories. This not only serves to emphasize 
the divergent elements in the present period, but also 
pinpoints species in the text. Also in this Region, the 
damaging Hurricane Donna of last fall has had little 
adverse effect on the breeding of wading birds; and 
two West Indian rarities, a noddy and a nighthawk, 
occurred. 

Some detailed pelagic observations are presented in 
the Northeastern Maritime and South Texas Regions. 
A good early shorebird migration was indicated in five 
Regions: Hudson-St. Lawrence, Middle Atlantic Coast, 
Florida, Middlewestern Prairie, and Southern Pacific 
Coast. The occurrence of eastern perching birds in the 
far West noticed in recent years continues; one won- 
ders if this is a result of increased incidence of the 
species involved, a larger number of observers, or an 
increased awareness of the possibilities. There were 
Eastern Kingbird (Southern Pacific Coast), Parula 
Warbler (Middle Pacific Coast), Northern Water- 
thrush (Southern Pacific Coast), and Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak (both Regions). 

In the Central Southern Region, the Jameses find a 
number of common breeders reduced in numbers in 
spite of a relatively cool, rainy summer. They find 
indications of range extension for a number of spe- 
cies, and carefully distinguish definite cases from those 
that are probably due to an increase in field work. 
Another factor suggested is ‘‘a directional push by 
breeding birds (7.e., mating?—Ep.), which do not 
nest.’ Various types of examples in their report per- 
taining to range extension are: Purple Gallinule (see 


\ VARIED, BUT NOT INFREQUENT, weather 
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also Southern Great Plains 


Region), 
Cuckoo, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Horned Lark, Short- 
billed Marsh Wren (?), Worm-eating Warbler in 


Black-billed 


northwestern Florida, Ovenbird, Louisiana Water- 
thrush, Western Meadowlark, Brown-headed Cowbird 
in northwestern Florida, and Blue Grosbeak. Another 
category is consolidation of peripheral breeding 
ranges, examples being Whip-poor-will, Barn Swal- 
low, and Worm-eating and Cerulean Warblers in 
Arkansas. Increased occurrence of summering White 
Pelicans (see also South Texas Region), Cattle Egrets, 
Black-necked Stilts, and Black Terns is noted. The 
Jameses describe some interesting experiments with 
Mallards, and present satisfying details of the identi- 
fication of an accidental, in this case a Limpkin in 
Tennessee. 

As to the four disaster species, Eastern Phoebe, 
House Wren, Hermit Thrush, and Eastern Bluebird, 
reports are not indicative of a decisive trend, though 
the picture is shaded on the side of a slight increase. 

Herons, Ibises.—Little Blue Herons bred in New 
York. Chamberlain reports 250 nests of the Cattle 
Egret in a colony in South Carolina, and notes that 
some individuals perch on the backs of cattle there; 
he wonders if this habit will be taken up by other 
herons now associating with them. There were 18,000 
of this species at a roost in the Florida Region. The 
Snowy Egret bred in Maine. Flocks of Wood Ibis ap- 
peared in New York City and Arizona. Glossy Ibis 
did well in the Middle Atlantic Coast Region, and 
bred in New York City. White Ibis occurred in Mary- 
land, Connecticut, and Dallas, Texas. 

Waterfowl, Hawks.—Trumpeter Swans are reported 
from three Regions: Northern Rocky Mountain-Inter- 
mountain; Great Basin, Central Rocky Mountain (two 
areas); and Alaska. There are summer Snow Goose 
records for the Hudson-St. Lawrence and Middle 
Atlantic Coast Regions. Two nests of the Swallow- 
tailed Kite were found in South Carolina. A policy 
on giving out information on eagles is outlined by Dr. 
Scott. Bald Eagles were found in good numbers in 
Maine (Florida birds?) and southern Florida, but 
were down in Michigan. 

Shorebirds, Skuas—Am. Oystercatchers are on the 
increase in the Middle Atlantic Coast Region and on 
Long Island. The Semipalmated Plover extended its 
range southward in British Columbia. The Curlew 
Sandpiper appeared at a locality in New Jersey for 
the eighth July in a row, recalling the remarkable 
regularity of this rare species at Jamaica Bay, New 
York City in May. Ruffs were seen in the Hudson-St. 
Lawrence and Middle Atlantic Coast Regions, and 
the Black-necked Stilt appeared in New Jersey follow- 
ing a spring occurrence farther north in the same state. 
Skuas were reported from the Northeastern Maritime 
and Southern Pacific Coast Regions. 














dilled 
short- 
er in 
/ater- 
vbird 
other 
eding 
Swal- 
rs in 
 hite 
egrets, 
The 
with 
lenti- 
in in 


oebe, 
bird, 
ough 
"ease. 
New 
rattle 

that 
here; 
other 
3,000 
The 
S ap- 

Ibis 

and 
Aary- 


orted 
nter- 
(two 
;O0Se 
iddle 
llow- 
olicy 
ry Dr. 
‘Ss in 


but 


1 the 
d on 
1 its 
rlew 
- for 
cable 
New 
n—St. 
and 
low- 
state. 
time 





Larids, Doves, Nighthawk.—Two Little Gulls ap- 
peared in Ontario, and a Bridled Tern was found in 
New Jersey. Breeding Least Terns have returned to 
Maine. A careful study of nesting White-crowned 
Pigeons was made on the Florida Keys. The accidental 
occurrence of a White-winged Dove at Nantucket, 
Mass. was well documented. Four sets of eggs were 
laid in a Mourning Dove nest in Michigan. Common 
Nighthawks were in New York City and cities in 
West Virginia where they have been absent in recent 
years. 
 Flycatchers, Titmice, Nuthatches—Rogers records 
Western Kingbirds nesting around transformers, and 
wonders if observers in other Regions have noticed 
this. The Thick-billed Kingbird is breeding in a sec- 
ond area in Arizona. The first local nest of a Traill’s 
Flycatcher was found at Louisville, Ky. and this spe- 
cies reached eastern Tennessee in numbers; Woodford 
and Lunn discuss an interesting nesting of this fly- 
catcher in Ontario, along the lines of the studies of 
Dr. Robert C. Stein at Cornell University. The Tufted 
Titmouse, which has increased so in recent years in 
southern New York and New England, nested in 
Massachusetts. In the same Region Bagg and Mrs. 
Emery note indications of a coming flight of Red- 
breasted Nuthatches in the Northeast. 

Gnatcatcher, Pipit, Phainopepla—Blue-gray Gnat- 
catchers nested for the first time in Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts, and there were indications in nearby 
Dutchess County, N. Y. A Sprague’s Pipit in the 
Southern Great Plains Region is reported as the second 
sight record for Colorado; it seems there should be 
more such records, as eastern Colorado is well between 
parts of the breeding and wintering ranges. A Phaino- 
pepla occurred accidentally in Oregon. 

Warblers—A number of species lingered into June 
in the Florida Region. Golden-winged and Cerulean 
Warblers nested near Kingston, Ont. and a Kirtland’s 
Warbler was found in that province. There is an 
astounding report of the Tennessee Warbler breeding 


in Arizona; since, according to the A.O.U. Check-List, 
this species breeds no nearer than northwestern Mon- 
tana and northern Minnesota, and is casual west of 
the Mississippi basin in migration, this appears to 
need confirmation. It is to be hoped that this news 
can be published in a vehicle that will allow space 
for minute details of the identification, terrain, and 
circumstances. 

Icterids, Tanager.—There were meadowlarks with 
the song of the western form in the Hudson-St. 
Lawrence Region and in West Virginia; a bird identi- 
fied as a Western Meadowlark in Ontario and banded 
was “mated to an eastern female.’’ Westerns bred for 
the first time in Mississippi. The Yellow-headed Black- 
bird bred in Michigan and Ontario. A nesting pair of 
Hooded Orioles shows a considerable extension of 
range in the South Texas Region. The impact of 
Brown-headed Cowbirds is evident in reports from 
several Regions: there are detailed discussions in the 
Northeastern Maritime and Middle Atlantic Coast 
Regions, some examples are cited in Ontario, an in- 
crease is noted in Alabama, and there were “‘unprece- 
dented numbers everywhere” in the Middle Pacific 
Coast Region, even to an altitude of 9500 feet. Two 
separate Western Tanagers were reported at an un- 
usual time and place: central Ohio. 

Fringillids—Dr. Hall writes of unusually high 
populations of Indigo Buntings, and Evening Gros- 
beaks continue their surge in the Northeastern Mari- 
time and Hudson-St. Lawrence Regions. Lark Bunt- 
ings did well on the whole in the Northern Great 
Plains Region, and Monson mentions some unusual 
occurrences in the Southwest Region. Increases are 
noted for Grasshopper and Henslow’s Sparrows in 
eastern Ontario, and Grasshopper and Cassin’s Spar- 
rows in the Southern Great Plains Region. Vagrant 
or early migrant Lark Sparrows appeared in the Hud- 
son-St. Lawrence and Middle Atlantic Coast Regions. 
Rogers writes of the Clay-colored Sparrow and two 
species of longspurs spreading westward in Montana. 
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Midwinter Eagle Count 


The Continental Bald Eagle Project of the National Audubon Society 
has now been underway for one year. One of the facts which has 
emerged is the importance of studies on wintering eagles. A midwinter 
count, taken in January, may prove to be an excellent index to the pop- 
ulation of Bald Eagles. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
various State Fish and Game Departments have volunteered to count 
eagles on their aerial waterfowl inventory, January 5-15, 1962. To sup- 
plement this, ground counts are badly needed during the same period 
in all parts of the United States and Canada. Your help is requested to 
determine the number of wintering Bald Eagles. For special forms and 


National Audubon Society 
_P. O. Box 231 
Tavernier, Florida 
































REGIONAL REPORTS 


Nesting Season 


June 1 to August 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—The 
season was immediately preceded by a cold, wet, 
stormy four-day period, at the end of May, in which 
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the temperature fell to an official minimum of 33° 
at Portland, Me., May 30, and killing frosts occurred 
even in Massachusetts. Close to the center of the 
Region, in Township 5 Range 8, Me., about 6 miles 
northeast of Mt. Katahdin, Mrs. Wayne Chapman 
reported that, in a half-hour search for casualties, 
May 31, she found: 2 Canada Warblers, 2 Ruby- 
throated Hummingbirds, 1 Eastern Kingbird, 1 
Northern Yellowthroat, and 1 Barn Swallow. Because 
of ‘the prolonged cold rain,’’ Mrs. Chapman believes 
that the May nesting in her general area was ‘“‘a 
90 per cent failure” for species whose nests were 
exposed to the elements. Following the end of May, 
however, Mrs. Chapman comments, in a statement 
which probably is true for the greater part of the 
Region: ‘‘Regarding the nesting season from June 1 
through August 15 it was an excellent one in 
this area, and from all appearance it was a very 
successful season for the majority of nesting birds.”’ 
The species that nested in Mrs. Chapman’s area in 
increased numbers, compared with 1960, include: 
Hermit Thrush, Veery, Swainson’s Thrush, Ovenbird, 
Canada Warbler, Black-throated B!ue Warbler, Eastern 
Wood Pewee, Solitary and Red-eyed Vireos, Cedar 
Waxwing, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Tree and Barn 
Swallows, Chipping Sparrow, Yellow-bellied Sap- 
sucker, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, Ruffed Grouse. 

Gnatcatcher nestings—The season was remarkable 
for three cases of Blue-gray Gnatcatcher nesting in 
the Region. On May 10, in Cowesett, R. I., Katherine 
Kinsey saw two birds building a nest, in a White 
Oak; on May 15. the nest appeared completed, and 
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one bird was seen on the nest, May 22 and 24, with 
the mate nearby. No further details are available on 
this first-known Rhode Island record. (See Narragan- 
sett Naturalist 4 (2): 83, summer 1961). On June 
11, in Boxboro, Mass., a gnatcatcher was seen carry- 
ing nesting material; on June 17, a bird was seen on 
the nest, but ‘only the abandoned nest was to be 
found on the next two week-ends’’ (S. K. Bolton, 
Jr.). Definite evidence of successful breeding by 
gnatcatchers in Massachusetts was obtained, however, 
in Hingham on July 9, when Carol Clark and Mrs. 
Emery saw two adult gnatcatchers feeding two 
downy young that “could not have been out of the 
nest longer than a day or two.” This appears to be 
the first successful breeding record for Massachusetts. 
The season also yielded a Massachusetts nesting 
record for the Tufted Titmouse; a wintering pair 
nested at Fitchburg, and on June 28 they appeared 
at a feeder with 4 young (A. Marble). 

Snowy Egret nesting—Mrs. Charlotte E. Smith 
very kindly has verified the report that, on July 26, 
Rowley Elliston found 6 adult and 3 young Snowy 
Egrets in a Black-crowned Night Heron colony on 
Appledore Island, Me., in the Isles of Shoals (10 
miles off the coast of Maine and New Hampshire). 
The young egrets were well-grown; two were seen 
standing on a nest, and the third was seen taking 
short flights and returning to another nest. 

Least Terns breeding in Maine, and Black Skim- 
mers in Massachusetts —According to the Maine Field 
Observer, 30-40 Least Terns were found at Scarboro, 
Me., June 21; on June 28, ‘‘nest, young and eggs 
were seen,” which Christopher Packard calls the first 
breeding record for the state in recent years. The 
tern colony at Plymouth, Mass., had a successful sea- 
son; and Mrs. Emery found that, besides the numbers 
of Common, Roseate, and Arctic Terns present there, 
a pair of Black Skimmers nested and raised two young. 

Pelagic observations —The season yielded a gratify- 
ing number of pelagic observations, particularly in- 
volving more northerly sea-areas of the Region. Dr. 
J. E. Victor Goodwill very kindly has supplied an 
abundance of data, obtained by him over the Atlantic 
between Cape Breton Island and Sable Island (44° N., 
60° W.) and areas near the latter. Dr. Goodwill 
recorded the Fulmar on 8 dates between June 1 
and July 6, with a maximum of 18 on June 7. Cory’s 
Shearwaters were seen on several occasions, with a 
high count of 8 on July 28, while maximum counts 
of Greater Shearwaters included 177 on July 24, 214 
on July 29, and 130 on Aug. 7. Several observations 
of Sooty Shearwaters include 10 seen by Dr. Goodwill, 
June 21, within 5 miles of the Guysborough County, 
N. S. shore, and 50 on July 15 near Sable Island. 
His maximum estimate of Leach’s Petrels was 500 
seen July 6 at 44° 37’ N., 60° 28’ W.; he had 
lesser counts of 66 on Aug. 8, 65 on July 15, and 
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50 on June 5, and his highest count of Wilson's 
Petrels was 30, July 6. By contrast, in crossing the Bay 
of Fundy, from Bar Harbor, Me., to Yarmouth, 
N. S., and return, Aug. 19, Joseph Jehl counted 71 
Leach’s Petrels and 542 Wilson's; Jehl’s estimates of 
shearwaters on the round-trip passage were: 150-200 
Sooty, and 900-1000 Greater. Other birds counted by 
Jeh! included 6 Gannets, 216 Northern Phalaropes, 
404 Red Phalaropes, and a Parasitic Jaeger. Additional 
observations by Dr. Goodwill, in the general vicinity 
of Sable Island, N. S., include: a Pomarine Jaeger, 
July 28; a few Parasitic Jaegers in late July; and 
a Skua, July 15. Another Skua was seen 24 miles 
ESE of No Man’s Land (Martha’s Vineyard), June 
14 (D. Crompton). A Manx Shearwater was well 
observed 15 miles east of Mt. Desert Rock, Me., 
July 8, by Mark Libby, who reports that a Leach’s 
Petrel spent the night of July 7 on his boat. On Aug. 
19, some 30 miles southeast of Nantucket, David 
Freeland had a good observation of a Sabine’s Gull 
(‘nice forked tail and good wing pattern’), plus 
one each of Pomarine and Parasitic Jaeger, 400 
Greater Shearwaters, 70 Cory’s Shearwaters, and 3 
Sooty Shearwaters. On July 25, Mr. and Mrs. George 
North made the Bay of Fundy crossing, from Yar- 
mouth, N. S., to Bar Harbor, Me.; they saw 48+ 
Leach's Petrels, 19 Wéilson’s Petrels, and 32 Red 
Phalaropes. 

Sea-bird nestings—On July 7, James Seamans 
made the following estimates of species present on 
the Bird Rocks in the Magdalen Islands, in the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence: Black-legged Kittiwake, 4000 
pairs; Gannet, 3200 pairs; Razorbill, 150 pairs; 
Thick-billed Murre, 50 pairs; Common Murre, 40 
pairs; Atlantic Puffin, 5 pairs. During July 10-12, 
Drs. D. B. Peakall and Walter Spofford visited Percé 
and Bonaventure, in the Gaspé. Dr. Peakall reports of 
the Gannet: “Now an estimated 6000 nests on the 
tops of the cliffs alone, and the numbers on the cliff 
are probably similar to the 1939 count . . . my rough 
estimate would be that 12,000 pairs are present.” 
Other data reported by Dr. Peakall for Percé-Bona- 
venture are: Great Cormorant, at least 3 pairs; 
Double-crested Cormorant, 15+ pairs; Black-legged 
Kittiwake, several thousand nesting on Bonaventure; 
Razorbill, ‘“‘no attempt was made to count the numbers 
on Bonaventure, but my estimate would be 500- 
1000"; Common Murre, ‘most numerous auk on 
Bonaventure—several thousand seen”; Thick-billed 
Murre, “several seen between Percé and Bonaventure, 
but none definitely identified on the island’; Black 
Guillemot, “groups up to 50 seen on cliffs and in the 
water from Ste. Anne des Monts to Percé; only a 
few on Bonaventure’; Atlantic Puffin, “a single bird 
on Bonaventure, July 11, is the only record.’’ George 
North found 60+ adult Great Cormorants at nests 
at Crystal Cliffs, Antigonish, N. S., July 20, with 
“many young in nests.” He also saw 80 adults at 
Point Aconi, east Big Bras d'Or, Cape Breton, July 
22. The Maine Field Observer reports that, at Matini- 
cus Rock, Me. (‘the southernmost nesting station for 
the Razorbill on the Atlantic coast’), 2 Razorbills 
were seen, June 11, and 8 on July 15, when an 
estimated 100 Atlantic Puffins were found there. 


Waterfowl—From the Maritime Provinces, An- 
thony Erskine reported: ‘The retarded breeding 
schedule was the most significant feature of the 
waterfowl nesting season, in the areas where I worked. 
Black Duck numbers were similar to those of 1960 
in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, but many 
fewer broods were noticed in New Brunswick, proba- 
bly because of nest losses from a late freshet. Pintail 
and Am. Widgeon are said to be increasing in the 
St. John Valley, New Brunswick. Other reports from 
Dr. Erskine speak of the Blue-winged Teal as ap- 
parently more abundant in the Maritimes than in 
1960. A female Wood Duck, with a brood, at River 
Denys, July 21, is the first definite breeding record 
for Cape Breton Island. Erskine calls the Ring-necked 
Duck “abundant in Cape Breton’’ (10 broods seen 
on surveys, July 21), but scarce elsewhere in Nova 
Scotia, and not common in Prince Edward Island. He 
called the Common Goldeneye “abundant in the St. 
John Valley, N. B., and regular in Cape Breton, 
but very scarce elsewhere in the Maritimes. Regard- 
ing the Red-breasted Merganser, Erskine mentions a 
nest found at Margaree Forks, Cape Breton; the 
young were seen in the nest on July 20, and a brood 
on a nearby brook the next day. On July 29, Dr. 
Goodwill counted 65 Red-breasted Mergansers (5 
females with juveniles) on the salt-water pond, Sable 
Island, N. S. 

Eagles —Dr. Walter Spofford reports that, at a 
lake in western Maine, where in 1958 he estimated 
14 Bald Eagles (at least 4 were not adults) from 21 
sightings, he made a count on July 30, 1961, in 
which he estimated 23 of these eagles (only 2 not 
adult) in 29 sightings. He believes that the estimate 
of 23 eagles is conservative, and that “‘certainly the 
number there is at least 30.’ He adds that he has 
no reason to believe that these are other than Florida 
Bald Eagles that came north. Dr. Erskine writes that 
no nests of Bald Eagles were reported to him in 
Nova Scotia; adults were seen in several localities; 
he adds that 2 immatures at Antigonish, July 19, 
and 1 at Baddeck River, July 21, may have been 
birds of the year, ‘‘as only one other immature had 
been seen since mid-May.” 

Grouse.—Packard, in Maine, considered the Ruffed 
Grouse to be “unusually common,” while in New 
Brunswick, Erskine said of this species: “My own 
data suggest this bird is commoner than last year.’ 
Packard spoke of “excellent records’’ of the Spruce 
Grouse in Maine; Dr. Harrison Lewis says the species 
is believed to be increasing in Nova Scotia; in July, 
he observed females with young in Annapolis, Shel- 
burne, and Queens Counties. 

Shorebirds—Erskine reports that, as yet, there is 
no proof of Willets breeding on the north shore of 
Nova Scotia—“but the presence and behaviour of 
birds in this area (near Antigonish and Malagash) in 
1960 and 1961 certainly suggests that they do so.” 
Roland Clement found a pair of Least Sandpipers, 
with a brood, at South Side, Cape Sable Island, Shel- 
burne Co., N. S., June 11, the first breeding record 
for the province for many years. Dr. Goodwill found 
an adult Killdeer on May 28, and an adult with 4 
juveniles on June 24, near River John, Pictou 
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Co., N. S. In Maine, a late nesting record for 
the Killdeer was a nest with 4 eggs found at Scarboro, 
June 29 (Me. Field Obs.). 

Gulls. —In Nature News, issued by the New Bruns- 
wick Museum, W. Austin Squires writes in the July- 
August, 1961, number: “Peter Pearce has had 
an opportunity this summer to do some field work 
in Gloucester County, N. B. His complete records 
are not available at present but among the more 
unexpected reports are continual sightings of 
Bonaparte’s Gulls from June to August, sometimes as 
many as 40 at once. One would suspect this gull of 
breeding in this region if the A.O.U. Check-List did 
not so definitely limit its breeding range to the north- 
west of the continent. Quite common reports of the 
Ring-billed Gull during July also differ greatly from 
the status of the species in “Birds of New Brunswick.” 

Doves.—Dr. Lewis reported two Nova Scotia ob- 
servations of Mourning Doves: 1, Bon Portage Island, 
Shelburne Co., July 1 (Mrs. E. M. Richardson), 
and 1 at Cook’s Beach, Yarmouth Co., July 26 
(C. R. K. Allen). A White-winged Dove was 
trapped, banded, measured, and photographed at 
Nantucket, Mass., June 18-20 (Van Duyne, DePue, 
and E. Andrews). 

Cuckoos.—Both Packard, in Maine, and Mrs. He- 
bert, in New Hampshire, mention the lack of data 
on Yellow-billed Cuckoos; in New Hampshire, 
the bird was reported only on June 20 at New 
Hampton, and on July 21 at Durham. In contrast, 
in Maine, it was ‘“‘a good year’ for Black-billed 
Cuckoos (Packard); Erskine says that tent caterpil- 
lars were abundant this year in Nova Scotia, and he 
saw several of these birds, including some in Cape 
Breton where there was only one record for the 
species prior to 1960. 

Owls—A Barn Owl nested at Chatham, Mass., 
and 4 young were seen. A Snowy Owl, relict of the 
1960-1961 flight, was seen by the Whitmans, July 
17, at Brunswick, Me. (Me. Field Obs.). The Norths 
saw a young Hawk-Owl, “with half-grown tail,’ in 
Gaspesian Park, P. Q., July 17. Saw-whet Owls were 
recorded at New Hampton and Plymouth, N. H., by 
the Heberts. 

Hummingbirds and Woodpeckers—At Township 
5, Range 8, Me., Mrs. Wayne Chapman banded 145 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds during the period of 
July 23 through Aug. 21, and she recovered 14 of 
the 92 hummingbirds she banded there in 1960. Of 
the 145 banded this summer, 96 were young 
(known), 26 were adult males (known), and 17 
were adult females (known). The nest of a Black- 
backed Three-toed Woodpecker, the third found in 
Nova Scotia, was discovered near Stewiacke, Col- 
chester Co., June 24; a pair of these woodpeckers 
was found at New Hampton, N. H., July 9 (fide 
Hebert). 

Ravens.—W alter Spofford writes: “At three areas 
in northern New Hampshire I have now recorded 
Common Ravens, and in all three places I never saw 
them before 1958. They are definitely more frequent 
in the boundary mountains in western Maine.” Geof- 
frey Carleton recorded this bird, Aug. 5, at Upton, 
Me. Notes kindly provided by Frére Charles-Aimé, on 
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a trip made through New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 
included several Common Raven records, with maxi- 
mum counts of 30 at Pleasant Bay, N. S., Aug. 4: 
20 at Cheticamp, N. S., Aug. 3 and 18 at Antigonish, 
N. S., Aug. 3. Dr. Goodwill saw a Common Raven, 
July 16, on sand dunes on Sable Island, N. S. 

Nuthatches.—Erskine called the Red-breasted Nut- 
hatch “certainly more common in the Stewiacke 
area of Colchester County, N.S., than in 1960, and 
also in the Margaree area of Cape Breton.” In early 
August, Jehl found these nuthatches to be ‘abundant’ 
in the Bar Harbor, Me. area, where they were 
“widespread through all the spruce woods.” Bagg 
found the same to be true at Christmas Cove, Lincoln 
Co., Me. In appropriate areas, the 1961 nesting 
season must have been an excellent one for these 
birds, and one may anticipate (as Jehl suggests) that 
“a flight is imminent.” 

Thrushes.—Hermit Thrushes and Eastern Bluebirds 
continue to be scarce, as do Eastern Phoebes. George 
North found the Swainson’s Thrush a “very common 
bird” in the Gaspé, where he estimated 500 in 
Gaspesian Park in late July; North reports that the 
Veery seemed absent in the Gaspé, “until we reached 
the west end of the Bay of Chaleur, where the species 
was common.” 

Warblers—North reported that the Blackpoll 
Warbler was “especially common in Gaspesian Park, 
where we estimated 150.” Visiting this same area early 
in July, Drs. Peakall and Spofford found that the 
commonest warblers there were Blackpoll, Black- 
throated Green, and Tennessee. Erskine noted 16+ 
Tennessee Warblers, July 6, around the Cabot Trail 
in northern Cape Breton; he adds that R. C. Clement 
also remarked on the abundance of this species in 
that area, June 16-21. Erskine also calls the Magnolia 
“probably the commonest warbler’ in the Margaree 
area of Cape Breton, where the Blackburnian is 
“apparently considerably commoner than in 1960.” 
The Maine Field Observer, for June, contains data on 
the taking of sheep's wool, for nest-lining, by the 
Parula Warbler, the Yellow Warbler, and the Myrtle 
Warbler. 

Icterids —Mrs. Wayne Chapman, of Township 
5 Range 8, Me., trapped, on April 24, 1961, a 
female Brown-headed Cowbird that had been banded 
April 10, 1961, at Lyons Creek, Md. Mrs. Chap- 
man reported “I have never found a cowbird in 
this area except in and around this clearing, which 
I believe is attractive to them because we do have 
plowed ground, pasture and grazing land, and a 
pair of work horses, along with a great variety of 
species nesting in and around this clearing. We have 
cowbirds here during the nesting season; this summer 
there were 3-5 females, 14+ males. The many cow- 
birds we had here in spring were migrants headed 
for the St. John and St. Lawrence valleys, I believe. 
As for Aroostock County and the Patten area, of 
Maine, during June there were plenty of cowbirds, 
none in the woods, but around the farm areas where 
the ground is plowed for potatoes, etc., and of course 
there are plenty of woods that surround these farms.” 
While plowed ground may be a favorable factor for 
cowbirds in some areas, it is not critically essential 
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in other parts of Maine, at least. For example, at 
Christmas Cove, Lincoln Co., Me., where there 
is no plowed ground, but where there are clearings 
and scrub-grown breaks in the spruce woods, for the 
third year in a row Bagg saw host species feeding 
young cowbirds in August, as follows: a Magnolia 
Warbler feeding two young cowbirds, Aug. 5; a 
Parula Warbler feeding a young cowbird, Aug. 5; a 
Song Sparrow feeding one, Aug. 5; and a Black- 
throated Green Warbler feeding one, Aug. 23. At 
Old Town, Me., two Black-and-white Warblers were 
reported “feeding cowbirds,”’ July 9 (Me. Field Obs.). 

Fringillids—At least 10 pairs of Evening Gros- 
beaks were present throughout June at T5R8, Me. 
(Mrs. Chapman); young were fed, June 20, and 
other young were out of the nest there, July 3. 
Among data on these grosbeaks in the Me. Field Obs. 
for July is the observation of 7 adults and 3 young 
at Danforth, Me.; on Aug. 3, Geoffrey Carleton saw 
a flock of about 35 Evening Grosbeaks near Rangeley, 
Me. W. Austin Squires writes: “It is no longer news 
that the Evening Grosbeaks breed all over New 
Brunswick, although I still lack a record of a nest 
... 1 have numerous reports of adults carrying nesting 
material and others feeding young. And I have a 
fully fledged young bird with short tail, found dead 
at Westfield, near St. John, about Aug. 16.” R. C. 
Clement reported Evening Grosbeaks in several locali- 
ties in northern Cape Breton, and apparently breed- 
ing at Ingonish, Victoria Co.; clearly much more 
numerous than in 1960, when there were only two 
summer records. They also were noted in the 
Margaree area, Lake Ainslie, and Pcmquet, N. S. 
(Erskine). Dr. J. E. V. Goodwill observed Ipswich 
Sparrows on Sable Island, N. S., during three visits. 
as follows: 6, July 16 (population noted); 7, July 
29; 13, Aug. 3. George North saw 3 Fox Sparrows in 
Gaspesian Park, July 17—AARON M. Baco, Farm 
Street, Dover, Mass., and RUTH P. Emery, Massa- 
chusetts Audubon Society, 174A Newbury Street, 
Boston, Mass. 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—Early 
summer was rather cloudy and rainy inland, and 
there is the impression that numbers of insectivores 
have recovered somewhat from the low point of the 
past several years. The Ralph T. Waterman Bird 
Club found warblers to be as plentiful as in any of 
the past five years in Dutchess County, N. Y. There 
was big news in ibises, some notable ducks bred in 
New York City, and shore birding was good on Long 
Island in July, when 25 species were seen (PAB). 
Herons.—Three pairs of Little Blue Herons bred 
at Lawrence, L. I., and another at Jamaica Bay Wild- 
life Refuge, New York City (PWP): there are 
believed to be only two previous breeding records 
for the state. Two Cattle Egrets appeared in early 
May at Ferrisburg, Vt. (MLS). A Q Least Bittern 
was seen miles from fresh water in a salt marsh at 
Canarsie Pool in Jamaica Bay, N. Y., June 25 
(PWP); a specimen of this species said to be 
“Cory's’’ phase was obtained near Endicott, N. Y. 
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in late May and is in the possession of a taxidermist 
(LL). 

Ibises—There was the spectacular sight of 11 
Wood Ibises flying over Jamaica Bay, N. Y., June 10 
(HJ); 3 pairs of Glossy Ibises bred there (HJ, 
PWP), apparently for the first time in the state. A 
White Ibis was observed at close range at the White 
Memorial Foundation in Litchfield, Conn., July 9-10 
(AMR). 

Waterfowl—Up to 24 summering Snow Geese 
were on the St. Lawrence downstream from Quebec 
City, and a maximum of 8 at Jamaica Bay, N. Y. 
Three pairs of Gadwalls nested at Jamaica Bay, N. Y. 
(WJN, ef al.); a pair of Green-winged Teal bred 
there (HJ, WJN) and 2 pairs at Saranac Lake, N. Y. 
(Hart, fide HLD); 3 pairs of Am. Widgeon bred at 
Jamaica Bay (WJN), and another at Flushing Meadow 
Park, New York City (Cohen); a brood of 4 Redheads 
was raised at Jamaica Bay, perhaps by parents that 
returned after being released there last year (WJN). 
Over 20 pairs of Wood Ducks bred at the White 
Memorial Foundation at Litchfield, Conn. (WMV); 
3 4 in partial eclipse plumage flew out of Jamaica 
Bay, N. Y., July 9 (PWP). A 6 King Eider was at 
Ile-aux-Basques, off Trois Pisto'es, Quebec, May 27 
(CA); a @ at Jamaica Bay, N. Y., July 6 (photo- 
graphed in color—PAB & JLH); and 3 of this species 
were at Great Gull Island, off Orient Point, L. I., 
July 31 (EE, KDK & PWP). 

Hawks, Gallinaceous Birds —There was a Turkey 
Vulture at Walpole, N. H., June 5 (MC). Goshawk 
nests were found in the northern Adirondacks, one 
with 3 young at Meacham Lake, May 29, banded June 
6 (LB, WRS), and one containing 2 young with pale 
blue eyes on the Mt. Marcy trail near Heart Lake, 
Aug. 5 (WM). A late migrant or stray Osprey was at 
Katonah, N. Y., June 18 (SG); a Pigeon Hawk ar- 
rived at Jamaica Bay, N. Y., Aug. 13 (PAB, EE & 
JLH); and a Sparrow Hawk was described as migrat- 
ing at the top of Bear Mt., N. Y., July 31 (SG). A 4 
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Spruce Grouse was at Pittsburg, N. H., June 18 
(VH & RWS). Bobwhite are doing well: 50 may be 
recorded in a half day in northwestern Suffolk County, 
L. I. (ETM); the first in many years was seen at 
Litchfield, Conn. (WMV); it occurred in 9 areas in 
western Massachusetts, a big jump in numbers; and 2 
were at Walpole, N. H. (DWB). Fifty young Turkeys 
were estimated in the Quabbin area, Mass. 

Rail, Shorebirds, Jaegers —A King Rail was at Marl- 
boro, N. H. (IdeF). Am. Oystercatchers appeared in 
4 places on Long Island: a pair at Short Beach, June 
24 to July 2 (DWS, PAB), too disturbed to breed; 2 
adults with one young banded at Moriches, July 29 
(JLH, LW); a pair at Napeague west of Montauk, 
July 21, no evidence of breeding (KDK & PWP); 
and 5 adults, one carrying food, Cartwright and Gar- 
diners Islands, July 22 (KDK & PWP). There was 
a high count of Upland Plover for Princeton, N. J., 
11, including some young, Aug. 12 (JKM). Single 
Purple Sandpipers, casual in summer, were at Short 
Beach, L. I., July 2 to Aug. 13, and Great Gull Island, 
photographed in color, July 31; 10 Hudsonian God- 
wits were counted at Moriches, July 29 (all PAB, EE 
& JLH). Two Marbled Godwits were at Jamaica Bay, 
N. Y., July 23 (Cohen). Single Ruffs occurred at 
Onondaga Lake, N. Y., July 16 (FS), Northampton, 
Mass., July 18 (SAE), and Jamaica Bay, N. Y., Aug. 
12 (WJN & PWP). Interesting dates for Parasitic 
Jaegers on Long Island were: Southold, June 22 
(KJM), and 3, Fire Island Inlet, July 2 (PAB & 
PWP). 

Terns, Cuckoo, Owls, Nighthawks.—Roseate Terns 
now outnumber Commons several times on Great Gull 
Island (REH & PWP). A Caspian Tern was sighted 
at Cruger’s Island, Dutchess Co., N. Y., June 18 
(BM). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo, the scarcer cuckoo 
northward, was at Topsham, Vt. in late July (E & 
AM). A pair of Short-eared Owls was found at 
Jamaica Bay, N. Y. (PWP). A late flight of Com- 
mon Nighthawks passed Wilbraham, Mass., June 2 
(MCW); there were 2 pairs in northern Manhattan, 
New York City for the first time in about 20 years 
(WJN, PWP). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—There have come to 
light these records in New York City indicating a 
light April movement of the Pileated Woodpecker, 
mainly a resident bird: Bronx Park, April 21, 1940 
(GK); Fort Tryon Park, late April, 1960 (BG); and 
Inwood Hill Park, April 23, 1961 (KDK & WJN); 
see also Audubon Field Notes 15(4): 395. A nesting 
pair of Red-bellied Woodpeckers was at Princeton, 
N. J. from May 21 (EDB), but eggs or young were 
not seen. Among small flycatchers, 90 ¢ Yellow- 
bellied were recorded in 11 miles traversed at Pitts- 
burg, N. H., June 17 to 19 (VS & RWS); a singing 
Acadian was at Riis Park, New York City, June 4 
(WJN & PWP); at least 10 pairs of Traill’s were 
found at Jones Beach, L. I. (WJN, PWP), and also 
at Litchfield, Conn. (WMV). 

Swallows, Corvids, Titmice, Nuthatches —Two pairs 
of Rough-winged Swallows were seen near Pittsburg, 
N. H. (VH & RWS), and one at Chateau Richer, 
Quebec (CA). Purple Martins bred at Franklin Lakes, 
N. J. (fide GK). Two Gray Jays were recorded at 
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Raquette Lake (Cohen), and northwest of Paul Smiths 
(GTC), both in the Adirondacks. Five Ravens were 
seen in the Connecticut Lakes area, N. H. (VH & 
RWS). There was a pair of Tufted Titmice at Cold 
Spring Harbor, L. I. (THD). Casual occurrences of 
Red-breasted Nuthatches were Woodlawn, New York 
City, June 16 (JLH), Bound Brook and East Mill- 
stone, N. J., July 8 and 10, respectively (BGM); 2 
pairs bred at Litchfield, Conn. (WMV). 

Creepers, Mimids——The Brown Creeper nested at 
the Audubon Center of Connecticut at Greenwich 
(HSP), and was presumed breeding at Litchfield, 
Conn. (WMV). A pair of Mockingbirds was seen at 
Napeague, L. I. and a third adult carrying food, July 
22 (KDK & PWP); 3 young were banded at Clinton 
Corners, Dutchess Co., N. Y., July 18 (TH): and a 
bird was seen at Valcartier, Quebec, June 23, where 
a Brown Thrasher was noted on July 7 (both CA). 

Gnatcatcher, Vireos.—A nest of the Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher found at Cruger’s Island, Dutchess Co., N. Y. 
had disappeared by May 30, but on June 3 a bird was 
watched carrying insects to a tree in the swamp (BM). 
A Philadelphia Vireo was observed north of Saranac 
Lake, N. Y. in a late migrant wave, June 8 (HLD); 
the area contains second growth of the sort in which 
this species has on rare occasions been seen in mid- 
summer in the Adirondack Mountains, though it has 
never been found breeding; 28 of this species were 
found in 11 miles traversed near Pittsburg, N. H., 
where it breeds; a transient arrived at Elizabethtown, 
N. Y., at a relatively low altitude, Aug. 16 (GC). 
Two singing Warbling Vireos were found in July 
along the St. Lawrence, one as far north as Quebec 
City (CA). 

Warblers—Male Golden-winged Warblers were 
seen at Boonville and 2 other localities on the south- 
ern edge of the Tug Hill Plateau in northwestern New 
York. There was an Orange-crowned Warbler at Tle- 
aux-Basques, Quebec, May 28 (CA & RC). A Mag- 
nolia Warbler was at Litchfield, Conn., July 9, and the 
Myrtle was there through July, a pair feeding young 
on the 22nd (WMV). More than 25 Cerulean War- 
blers were found in the Camillus Valley west of Syra- 
cuse (FS). Near Pittsburg, N. H. 30 Bay-breasted 
Warblers were estimated compared with a normal 60 
in 11 miles traversed (VH & RWS). A Prairie War- 
bler at Peru, Vt. is quite far north (WJN). Stray 
warblers appeared at East Millstone, N. J., a Ken- 
tucky on July 3, and a 9 Hooded, first record for the 
Hutcheson Forest, June 28 (BGM). There were 10 
singing Yellow-breasted Chats at Northport, L. I., 
June 3 (ETM); a pair at Jones Beach, June 17, may 
be new for the outer strip (PWP). 

Meadowlark, Fringillids —Meadowlarks singing the 
song of the Western were at Phoenix, N. Y., April 26 
through June (FS), and Princeton, N. J., July 4 to 
22 (JKM). No less than 17 Blue Grosbeaks were re- 
ported in the spring migration from this and the 
Northeastern Maritime Regions; in the present period 
2 birds were carefully studied in western Massa- 
chusetts: a ¢ on Mt. Everett, June 30 (JHS), and a 
Q in Forest Park, Springfield, July 24 (JMB & AM). 
Scattered individuals of Evening Grosbeaks were at 
Pelham, Mass., June 9; Topsham, Vt.; various points 
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in the Province of Quebec; Trenton, N. Y., June 25; 
and breeding birds visited feeders at Saranac Lake, 
N. Y. A pair of Purple Finches was nest building at 
Ramsey, N. J., May 27 (ST). A Pine Grosbeak was 
seen at Ile-aux-Basques, Quebec, Aug. 6 (RC). The 
Lark Sparrow has a remarkably long migration season 
near the coast: there have been records from late 
July into November; one appeared in Central Park, 
New York City, Aug. 4 (PWP). A Slate-colored 
Junco was seen on Brace Mt., the highest point in 
Dutchess County, N. Y., June 17 (R.T.W.B.C.). 
Observers.—CA, Frére Charles-Aimé; DWB, Doris 
W. Brainard; EDB, E. D. Bloor; JMB, John M. Briot- 
ta: LB, Leslie Brown; PAB, Paul A. Buckley; GC 
Geoffrey Carleton; GTC, Greenleaf T. Chase; MC, M. 
Choukas; RC, Raymond Cayouette; Cohen, Richard 
Cohen; R.T.W.B.C., Ralph T. Waterman Bird Club; 
HLD, Harriet L. Delafield; THD, Thomas H. Davis; 
EE, Eugene Eisenmann; SAE, Samuel A. Eliot; IdeF, 
Izette deForest: BG, Benjamin Gilbert; SG, Stanley 
Grierson; JLH, Joseph L. Horowitz; REH, Richard E. 
Harrison; TH, T. Haight; VH, Vera Hebert; HJ, 
Herbert Johnson; GK, George Komorowski; KDK, 
Klaus D. Kallmann; LL, Lee Loomis; AM, Andrew 
Magee; BM, Brother Michael; BGM, Bertram G. Mur- 
ray, Jr.; E&AM, Elisabeth and Alison MacDonald; 
ETM, Eugene T. Mudge; JKM, James K. Meritt; 
KJM, Kevin J. Malone; WM, William Minor; WJN, 
William J. Norse; HSP, Harold S. Peters; PWP, Peter 
W. Post; AMR, Mr. and Mrs. Archie M. Richards; 
DWS, David W. Sonneborn; FS, Fritz Scheider, JHS, 
John H. Storer; MLS, Marion L. Smith; RWS, Robert 
W. Smart; WRS, Walter R. Spofford; ST, Stiles 
Thomas; WMW, William M. Van Winkle, Jr.; LW, 
Le Roy Wilcox; MCW, Mary C. Wi GEOFFREY 
CARLETON, 23 W’. 89 St., New York 24, N.Y. 





MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—The 
cool, wet weather of the spring generally lasted into 
mid-July, when above-normal temperatures set in for 
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the rest of the period. Precipitation became rather 
sparse over much of Virginia and the coastal areas 
from late July to the end of the period. There was a 
distinct absence of weather extremes, which in gen- 


eral gave most species their best opportunity in many 
years for a successful nesting season. 

Cowbird Increase-—The range expansion and ex- 
plosive increase in the numbers of Brown-headed Cow- 
birds have been noted many times in the pages of this 
magazine in the last several years. As the cowbird 
population has increased, its parasitic breeding habits 
have been the cause of increasing concern among field 
observers. It was inevitable that with the increased 
awareness of fluctuations in bird populations, ob- 
servers would be quick to postulate cause-and-effect 
relationships, and the possible depressing effect of the 
increased cowbird populations on other bird popula- 
tions has drawn considerable comment. In the quali- 
tative comparisons that, for the most part, of necessity 
make up the basis for this column, only two things are 
certain: the cowbird has extended its breeding range 
within the last few years to include this entire Region, 
and it has become, over-all, far more abundant even 
where it occurred formerly. 

Virtually all the observers who have commented on 
the cowbird situation have emphasized the local nature 
of the problem and have indicated the fallacy of at- 
tempting to draw sweeping conclusions from purely 
local observations. This is particularly true since some 
of the local reports are quite contradictory. But this in 
no way makes these local reports of less interest. Dur- 
ing about 10 years of field work along a regular route 
near Clementon, N. J., Joe Devlin has noted, during 
the same period the cowbird was increasing, a decrease 
in a number of nesting species, most of which are 
regularly parasitized by the cowbird. These include the 
Yellow-throated and Red-eyed Vireos, Black-and-white 
and Blue-winged Warblers, Indigo Bunting, and the 
Chipping, Field, and Song Sparrows. Several other 
observers confirmed the decrease of some of these 
birds, especially the Red-eyed Vireo and Black-and- 
white Warbler, but the phenomena were obviously 
highly local. Devlin recognized this when he pointed 
out the high populations of the Indigo Bunting in 
Cobb Creek Park and the Yellow Warbler in Tinicum 
Wildlife Preserve, both in Philadelphia. Cowbird pop- 
ulations are low in both these areas. Perhaps the most 
obvious inroads of the cowbird are seen by those who 
operate suburban banding stations at their homes. 
They are seeing the increasing number of immature 
cowbirds in their traps and mist nets, and perhaps 
more significantly, are vot seeing the normal number 
of immature birds of other species. 

Alan Crawford, in Philadelphia, states that his rec- 
ords indicate a maximum in the cowbird population in 
1960, with a noticeable decrease in 1961, while the 
Red-eyed Vireo and Eastern Wood Pewee reached a 
minimum in 1959. In any event, it has become evident 
to even the least sophisticated field observer that 
variation in bird populations is the norm. The problem 
for the compiler is to differentiate between the signifi- 
cant trends and purely local phenomena. Unfortunate- 
ly, it normally takes several years to define a real 
trend, especially one involving a decrease. 

Grebes, Pelagic Birds——At Chincoteague Refuge, 
Va. T. W. Martin reported 14 Pied-billed Grebe 
broods or nests with eggs on May 21. During an off- 
shore wind here on July 28 F. Scheider observed 2 
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immature Gannets, the first summer record for Vir- 
ginia’s Eastern Shore. On July 10, D. Kunkle found 
a Wilson's Petrel off Egg Island Point, N. J., his first 
record for Delaware Bay in 6 years. R. L. Pyle saw 4 
from Cape Henlopen, Del. on Aug. 5, and 10 were 
seen from Beach Haven Park, N. J. on July 30 and 
31 (J. Jehl, Jr. & B. G. Murray). Three Brown Peli- 
cans at Sandbridge, Va., just south of Virginia Beach, 
were the only ones reported (J. E. Ames, Jr.). 

Herons, Ibises—Following the desertion of the 
Mill’s Island heronry in Chincoteague Bay, Md., the 
other heronries in the nearby areas of Virginia and 
Maryland were somewhat larger than previously. One 
pair of Cattle Egrets was apparently nesting in a 
heronry near Wachapreague, Va. on June 18, al- 
though the nest could not be distinguished from the 
many surrounding nests of Snowy Egrets and Louisiana 
Herons (F. R. Scott & C. C. Steirly). J. M. Abbott 
found 8 Snowy Egrets at Alexandria, Va. on Aug. 12, 
a very good inland record. At Norfolk, Va. Mrs. C. 
W. Darden, who had a good-sized colony of Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons under observation, reported 
that the last egg hatched on July 21. D. A. Cutler 
found 2 of these herons at Tinicum, Philadelphia, Pa. 
on Aug. 7. A Wood Ibis was first seen in Princess 
Anne County, Va. near Norfolk on July 11 and was 
found dead two days later (Mrs. L. E. Burford, ef al.). 
The specimen is now in the Norfolk Museum. Glossy 
Ibises were found nesting in four colonies on the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia in mid-June, with some 50 
pairs at Hog Island (CCS, et al.). A White Ibis at 
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, Md., seen 
first on Aug. 11, was the first sight record for the 
state (F. M. Uhler, e¢ al.). 

Waterfowl—Two broods of Mute Swans were 
found at Brigantine Refuge, N. J. on June 21 (H. E. 
Whitley). One bird appeared at Gibson Island, Md. 
on June 9 (Mrs. Elise Tappan). A Whistling Swan 
was carefully observed at Loch Raven Reservoir, near 
Baltimore, Md. on June 23 (Mrs. Joshua Rowe, ef 
al.). At Brigantine Refuge on June 21 Whitley 
counted 13 Canada Goose broods totaling 61 young. 
A late immature Snow Goose was seen at Moore's 
Beach, N. J. on June 3 (DK); another, which joined 
a flock of domestic Mallards at Tom’s River, N. J. 
during the winter, remained until June 22, when it 
flew off with an adult and an immature White- 
fronted Goose which had appeared earlier in the 
day (Mrs. A. B. Newberry, e¢ a/.). The Fulvous Tree 
Duck reported at Chincoteague in the last issue of 
Audubon Field Notes was last seen on June 24 
(TWM). Possibly the same bird appeared at Ocean 
City, Md. on July 19 (C. M. Hoover, Md. Bird Life 
17:67-68) and was still present on Sept. 10. 

There appeared to be good production of young 
ducks along the coastal marshes and refuges with 
Black Ducks predominating as usual. Two broods of 
Gadwalls were found at Brigantine Refuge on June 
21 (HEW) and one at Chincoteague Refuge the same 
day (TWM). At the new Little Creek State Wildlife 
Area, 5 miles southeast of Dover, Del., F. H. Lesser 
observed a pair of Green-winged Teal in courtship on 
June 20. In the same refuge there were 45 adult Blue- 
winged Teal and at least 5 broods on June 21. At 
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Alexandria, Va., Abbott observed 3 Green-winged 
Teal on July 29. A Shoveler brood at Little Creek on 
June 12 was the only report of the season (FHL). 
The number of summering Ruddy Ducks reported 
seems to increase every year. A few summered at both 
Little Creek and Chincoteague and were suspected of 
breeding. At Brigantine Refuge Whitley found 3 
broods on June 21. At Laurel, Md. the Hooded Mer- 
ganser was found nesting, the third breeding record 
for the state (FMU). Others were found in three dif- 
ferent localities on the Eastern Shore of Virginia dur- 
ing mid-June (TWM, ef al.). 

Hawks, Marsh Birds—-E. R. Manners found an 
abandoned Red-shouldered Hawk nest on June 9 at 
Westville, N. J. in which one of the fully feathered 
young attempted to eat a dead young. All three in 
the brood were found dead a day later. At New 
Bloomfield, Pa. O. K. Stephenson found 4 Broad- 
winged Hawk nests on July 20. Along the New Jer- 
sey coast the Clapper Rail population appeared very 
low, probably as a result of the mortality caused by 
hurricane Donna in September 1960. Because of an 
absence of unusually high tides, however, the repro- 
duction of this bird was considered excellent, especial- 
ly along the Virginia coast. A pair of Soras that 
Brooke Meanley found at Elliott Island, Md. was still 
present on June 20. So far there is no breeding record 
for the lower Eastern Shore. Six Black Rails were 
heard at Turkey Point, N. J. in the evening of June 3, 
but they could not be located by dragging the marsh 
the following day (I. Black, et a/.). At Little Creek, 
Del., Lesser found one on June 20 and on the same 
day he estimated 10 breeding pairs of Common Gal- 
linules in the area. The Am. Coot was widely re- 
ported, and a few pairs spent the summer and were 
probably breeding at Fenwick Island, Del. (S. H. 
Dyke) and Chincoteague Refuge (TWM). Lesser es- 
timated 9 breeding pairs at Little Creek on June 20, 
and Whitley found 14 broods at Brigantine Refuge on 
July 21. 

Shorebirds —The Am. Oystercatcher continues its 
slow but steady increase in the Region. J. Sawyer 
banded 2 young at Brigantine Refuge on June 24, and 
excellent local counts included 23 at Holgate Refuge, 
N. J. on June 29 (S. J. Quickmire) and 104 at Hog 
Island, Va. on Aug. 12 (L. C. Goldman, ef al.). A 
flock of 20 Semipalmated Plovers at Alexandria on 
June 4 was quite late (JMA). Steirly, e¢ al. found a 
Wilson's Plover nest with one egg and 2 young near 
Wallop’s Island, Va. on a sandy spoil bank in the mid- 
dle of an extensive salt marsh on June 17. A pair with 
3 young was located at Holgate Refuge on July 17 
(SJQ). At the same place on July 10 Quickmire found 
12 pairs of Willets still on the nest, an extremely late 
date. Perhaps because of the late spring migration 
there were many reports of very late or summering 
shorebirds. Most curious of these, perhaps, was a pair 
of Marbled Godwits at Hog Island, Va. on June 18 
which exhibited extremely aggressive behavior (FRS & 
CCS). A late flock of 3 White-rumped Sandpipers 
was seen at Alexandria, Va. on June 4 (JMA) and a 
single bird at Fisherman’s Island, Va. on June 19 
(CCS, et al.). One at Holgate Refuge on July 1 may 
have been an extremely early fall transient (BGM). 
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One Baird's Sandpiper was found at Brigantine Refuge 
on July 22 (V. Abraitys) and another at Alexandria 
on July 23 (JMA). A Curlew Sandpiper appeared at 
Holgate Refuge on July 1 and was still present on 
July 22 (BGM, e¢ al.). An interesting aspect of this 
record is that this is the eighth consecutive year this 
species has appeared here in July. An extremely early 
Stilt Sandpiper was seen at Holgate Refuge on July 3 
(SJQ), and on July 26 Scheider observed 500 at 
Chincoteague Refuge. Four Marbled Godwits were 
found at Holgate Refuge on July 23 (C. Hardy & 
W. Parker). The only report of the Hudsonian God- 
wit this season was of 2 at Holgate from July 1 to 10 
(SJQ); and at Brigantine Refuge a Ruff was found 
on July 16 (WP). There were two records of the 
Black-necked Stilt following a spring report from 
northern New Jersey; one was found at Brigantine 
Refuge on June 9 (M. Broun) and another, or pos- 
sibly the same bird, at Tinicum on July 13 (J. Dev- 
lin). At Brigantine Refuge Parker saw a Northern 
Phalarope on July 16 and 2 Wilson’s Phalaropes on 
Aug. 6. Two other Wilson's Phalaropes were seen by 
Scheider at Chincoteague on July 30. 

Gulls, Terns —An adult Glaucous Gull was care- 
fully observed with some Herring Gulls at Hog Is- 
land, Va. on the strange date of Aug. 7 (Mr. & Mrs. 
LEB, ef al.). Great Black-backed Gulls were present 
throughout the summer in some numbers on the lower 
coast of this Region. Near Lewes, Del. Pyle counted 
a maximum of 150 in early August, and 100 were 
estimated at Craney Island, Hampton Roads, Va. on 
Aug. 4 (JEA & W. F. Rountrey). The Laughing Gull 
apparently had a successful nesting season throughout 
the area, and at Egg Island, N. J., S. T. Harty and J. 
Sawyer were able to band 428 downy young during 
June and July. An immature Bonaparte’s Gull was seen 
at Tinicum from June 25 to July 7 (JD, e¢ al.), and 2 
other immatures were present at Alexandria through- 
out the summer (JMA). While occasionally seen in 
summer along the coast, these two inland records are 
quite unusual. A breeding colony of some 50 pairs of 
Gull-billed Terns was found on Fisherman's Island, Va. 
on June 19, one of the biggest colonies found in recent 
years in Virginia (CCS, ef al.). At Brigantine Refuge 
Gull-billed Terns were feeding 2 young on Aug. 13 
(CH). Two Forster's Terns at Alexandria on June 30 
were apparently very early postbreeding wanderers 
(JMA). A dead but fresh Bridled Tern was found at 
Holgate Refuge on Aug. 5 and identification con- 
firmed at the Am. Museum of Natural History (W. 
Yoder). In contrast to most beach-nesting birds, Royal 
Terns apparently had a poor breeding season. None of 
the known Maryland or Virginia nesting sites was 
used, and the species was much reduced along coastal 
New Jersey. However, they obviously bred somewhere, 
for some 60 were seen feeding off Virginia Beach, 
Va. on July 8 (FRS), and several hundred, many 
feeding young barely able to fly, were seen at Craney 
Island on Aug. 5 (JEA & WFR). 

Cuckoos, Owls, Chuck-will's-widow, Hummingbird. 

-Yellow-billed Cuckoos remained at high population 
levels in eastern Virginia and Maryland. D. S. Heint- 
zelman banded young Long-eared Owls in two nests 
at Trexlertown, Pa. in late April. A Chuck-will’s- 


widow heard singing at Ivy, Va. on June 2 was only 
the second record for Albemarle County (Mr. & Mrs. 
W. O. Lewis). Stephenson reported 2 Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird nests with 2 young each at New Bloom- 
field, Pa. on July 28. 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows.—In the north- 
ern part of the Region a number of observers re- 
ported a large increase in Yellow-shafted Flickers; 
several even called it an “explosion.” At Whitehouse, 
N. J. a pair of Red-headed Woodpeckers nested suc- 
cessfully and had 2 flying young on July 31 (H. 
Drinkwater). W. Russell makes an interesting point 
regarding the Kiskadee Flycatcher reported from Cape 
May, N. J. in December 1960 (Audubon Field Notes 
15: 316). This species was introduced into Bermuda 
from Trinidad in 1956 and became established. Ship 
traffic between Bermuda and the East Coast might be a 
more logical explanation of this record than overland 
travel from the tropics. A. R. Stickley, Jr. found a 
singing Traill’s Flycatcher at Bombay Hook Refuge, 
Del. on June 9, and B. Newman found 2 nests, one 
near Bladensburg, Prince Georges Co., Md. on June 
26, the other nearby in the District of Columbia on 
June 29; D. Bridge banded both adults and 2 young 
at the latter nest. An Olive-sided Flycatcher was re- 
ported from Hawk Mountain, Pa. on June 9 (A. 
Nagy). For the second consecutive year a small nesting 
colony of Cliff Swallows was found at Earlysville, Al- 
bemarle Co., Va. (C. E. Stevens). This is a very rare 
nesting bird in Virginia east of the Blue Ridge. 

Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrushes, Gnatcatchers—A 
Red-breasted Nuthatch seen at Manahawkin, N. J. on 
July 31 was considered to be a summer straggler and 
the first state summer record since 1954 (BGM). At 
Conowingo, Md. up to 3 were seen during late June 
and July, apparently the first summer record in Mary- 
land east of the mountains (B. Schaffer). Carolina 
Wrens continue at low population levels throughout 
the Region, with some reports indicating reductions 
from normal numbers as high as 90 per cent. In view 
of the many local reports in recent years of low Robin 
populations, which were often ascribed to overen- 
thusiastic use of insecticides, it was interesting to re- 
ceive this year near unanimous reports of big in- 
creases in numbers of this bird, particularly in Vir- 
ginia. In the northern part of the Region Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers seemed to be in especially good numbers. 

Vireos, Warblers, Fringillids —A pair of Warbling 
Vireos was found incubating at Charlottesville, Va. on 
May 20 (CES). Perhaps one of the most interesting 
records of the summer was a persistently singing 
Swainson’s Warbler that was found apparently on 
territory near Charlottesville from June 24 to Aug. 6 
(R. S. Merkel, CES, ef al.). In spite of careful ob- 
servation in the partly cutover mixed woodland with 
a heavy understory overgrown with honeysuckle, no 
breeding evidence was found. This area is about 160 
miles due west of Pocomoke Swamp, Md. and 150 
miles northwest of Dismal Swamp, Va., the only 
known breeding areas for this species in this Region. 
It is also about 100 miles east of the nearest known 
breeding locality in the Appalachian Region. Two Cer- 
ulean Warblers were singing on territory at White 
Clay Creek, Pa. on June 17 (ARS), and another was 
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seen at New Bloomfield, Pa. on June 23 (OKS). 
C. §. Robbins banded migrating Northern Water- 
thrushes at Laurel, Md. up to June 7, a very late 
date. Blue Grosbeaks continue to be reported in good 
numbers in the central part of the Region, particularly 
on the Delmarva Peninsula. One was seen at Dividing 
Creek, N. J. on June 10 (DK), and others were pres- 
ent all summer at Goshen (J. K. Potter) and Beach 
Haven, N. J. (SJQ), the latter possibly the first sum- 
mer observation on the barrier beach. Among the 
many Dickcissel reports this season was a singing male 
at Greensboro, Md. on Aug. 4 and 5, the second rec- 
ord for Caroline County (R. B. Fletcher). Several 
Henslow’s Sparrows were present throughout June and 
July at the Dulles International Airport, Chantilly, Va. 
(J. W. Eike). At Holgate Refuge, N. J. on July 10 
there were great numbers of Seaside Sparrows, out- 
numbering Sharp-tailed Sparrows 10 to 1 (SJQ). There 
has been a decided decrease in Vesper Sparrows in 
southeastern Pennsylvania with A. Brady reporting 
near extirpation of the species in Bucks County. In 
eastern Charles City County, Va. a singing bird was 
noted on June 1, far south and east of the usual breed- 
ing range (FRS, e¢ al.). Parker found a Lark Sparrow 
at Brigantine Refuge on July 16, quite early for a 
postbreeding visitor, and one was present at Patuxent 
Naval Air Station, Md. from Aug. 1 to 4 (V. Kleen). 
—F. R. Scott, 115 Kennondale Lane, Richmond 26, 
Va. and Davip A. CUTLER, 525 Kingwood Rd., King 
of Prussia, Pa. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
“Nesting data scant this year, although I have tried 
hard enough.”’ So begins Tompkins report on his tidal 
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area around Savannah. With some exceptions the state- 
ment might well fit the Region as a whole. In south 
central Georgia, Wells termed the summer “beautiful 
for men and birds.”’ 

Agreement was fairly general that nesting was late 
—from a few days to a few weeks, and, correctly or 
not, the weather was blamed. Certainly there was an 
unusually cold spring and the cold held on deep into 
July. And if sustained departures from normal precipi- 
tation can hurt broods, many suffered this year. Long 


458 


standing records for the wettest June and driest July 
were broken and so recorded officially at the bureaus 
at Charlotte, Greensboro, Raleigh, Wilmington, Col- 
umbia, Charleston, Atlanta, and Jacksonville. Hot 
weather finally set in in August and rain picked up 
again. There were no reports of heavy losses at the 
beaches due to high tides but some small colonies on 
the North Carolina coast were badly damaged by over- 
sized hailstones. There was an unexplained disappear- 
ance of a colony of Royal Terns and their 295 nests on 
an island in Altamaha Sound, Ga., between June 18 
and July 3 with no evidence of extreme high tides but 
some human tracks. 

A heron colony, apparently of long standing, was 
discovered on the lower South Carolina coast this 
spring and well reported upon by Post. He noted that 
a group of herons used the area successfully during 
the first part of the season and that they were followed 
by White Ibis. The latter numbered upward to a 
thousand birds, including young, by the end of July. 
Okefenokee Refuge reported its first Cattle Egrets. 

Cutts at Charleston generously contributed his notes 
on the status of 120 or more active nests of 37 species 
examined in Charleston County this season—exclusive 
of colony nests which were estimated to number about 
2200. The report covers 29 days in the field from 
March 25 through June 28. Generally, the dates indi- 
cate retarded nesting. The numbers of nests are below 
those found last year which was also an off year. 

Am. Coot were again present at Magnolia Gardens 
near Charleston this summer but no nest was found 
there because the birds were forced by artificial drainage 
to move into a very large adjacent area where they dis- 
persed to such an extent that nest-hunting was dis- 
couraged. A second Am. Coot nesting site in South 
Carolina was located in a “Carolina bay’’ of some 40 
acres, southeast of Aiken, not many miles below the 
fall line. 

Through the banding of juvenals of some of the 
“disaster species’ Blake has determined changes in 
local populations during the past five years around his 
home at Hillsboro in upper central North Carolina. 
The following table is his: 


Juvenals banded up to Aug. 20 








“S7 58 "59 60 61 
Eastern Phoebe 24 0 1 1 8 
Eastern Wood Pewee 1 13 1 5 4 
Wood Thrush { 5 2 7 3 








Probably the rarest find of the season was 2 Swal- 
low-tailed Kite nests in the Santee River delta area on 
the upper South Carolina coast. These are the third 
and fourth recorded nests actually found in South 
Carolina although these kites have doubtless bred at 
the site for a great many years. 

Behavior.—Two behavior incidents during the peri- 
od are noteworthy. 1. Cattle Egrets were seen in South 
Carolina on several occasions standing on the backs of 
cattle in both standing and lying positions (BRC & 
others). In most cases here the Cattle Egrets are joined 
and frequently outnumbered by Little Blue Herons 
and Snowy Egrets in their close association with the 
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Cattle Egrets. Since the local birds have fallen so 
quickly into the ways of the newcomers they are being 
watched to see if they will also follow the examples 
set in perching. 2. Two Mockingbird nestlings thrown 
from a nest on Wadmalaw Island, S. C. on July 30, a 
week or more before they could have left voluntarily, 
wing-flashed several times deliberately while hopping 
and falling toward a parent some thirty feet away 
(BRC). 

Grebes, Pelicans, Anhingas—A small group of 
Pied-billed Grebes was found nesting in a “Carolina 
bay” near Williston, Barnwell Co., S. C. late in 
July. Two empty and two active nests were seen (WP, 
Jr.). Brown Pelicans apparently had a very good sea- 
son judging from the number of birds cruising the 
South Carolina beaches. Actual data came only from 
the colony on Deveaux Bank at the mouth of the 
North Edisto River in South Carolina. There, the 
estimate on June 3 was 150 nests with eggs and some 
young (EC). On July 10, the colony was estimated 
to consist of 750 adults and “probably 1000 young” 
(AS, Jr. & JHD). An Anhinga nest in lower Charles- 
ton County contained 3 young on May 9 (EC); two 
others on Hilton Head Island, S. C. held well grown 
young on July 21 (WP, Jr.). 

Herons, Egrets, Ibises, Bitterns —Most of this group 
attracted unusual attention at their breeding grounds 
and at inland points to which many of them so 
promptly dispersed. Actual counts and estimates in a 
part of one of the large fresh-water breeding areas in 
lower South Carolina show the progress made there 
by April 22. The Common Egrets were the most ad- 
vanced. Apparently all of their nests had been com- 
pleted; none contained fewer than 3 eggs and some 
held 4 eggs or young. The White Ibis were the least 
advanced. Some of their nests held but 1 or 2 eggs. 
Some were found with 3 or 4 eggs. The nest count 
was: Little Blue Heron, 150; Cattle Egret, 1; Com- 
mon Egret, 350; Snowy Egret, 250; Louisiana Heron, 
100; Black-crowned Night Heron, 30; Glossy Ibis, 3 
and White Ibis, 200 (EC). For comparison, the date 
for full complements of Common Egret eggs last sum- 
mer was April 3. The first sizeable nesting colony of 
Cattle Egrets in South Carolina contained about 250 
nests on May 7, with all stages from building to 4 
eggs present (EC). Continuing proof of the explosive 
expansion of the Cattle Egret is found in the observa- 
tion in a single pasture near Brunswick, Ga. of 234 
birds by actual count on Aug. 5 (AMCs). An im- 
mature Louisiana Heron arrived at a small lake with- 
in the city limits of Columbia, $. C.—at the fall line 
—on July 13 (EDS). As many as 132 Little Blue 
Herons were counted, Aug. 6, at the site of the Hart- 
well Dam, west of Anderson, in upper South Carolina 
(RCT). Wood Ibis were noted in lower South Caro- 
lina late in June. About 200 of them were seen at the 
Savannah River Refuge, June 23 (FMW). A Least 
Bittern next examined in Charleston County, June 18, 
contained young; four others had 1 to 4 eggs (EC). 
These small bitterns seemed to be more common at the 
Okefenokee Swamp this summer. Two immature birds 
just out of the nest were seen there, May 26 (ECy). 

Kites, Hawks.—Two Swallow-tailed Kite nests were 


found in the Santee River delta area, the first on May 


17 by John Quillen of the Department of Wildlife Re- 
serves, and the second on June 12 by an associate. 
Each held two young. They were watched on many oc- 
casions by a number of competent observers. Apparent- 
ly both broods left their nests successfully (BRC). A 
pair of Mississippi Kites returned to the Columbus, 
Ga. area this summer, but no nest was found (LAW). 
On July 9, a Broad-winged Hawk nest with 1 young 
was found in a pine near the lake at Cliffs of Neuse 
State Park in Wayne County, N. C. The young bird 
left the nest on July 28 (RHS). For the second con- 
secutive year adult Sparrow Hawks were found 
during the summer near Wilmington where they have 
been known to breed (DE). 

Rails, Gallinules, Coot-——At the Savannah Wildlife 
Refuge, a King Rail nest with 9 eggs was found on 
April 16: a young bird found there at the same time 
had its egg tooth present and was judged to be 1 to 
{ days old; also, a brood was noted at Georgetown, 
S. C., April 25 (BM). Twelve Common Gallinule 
nests examined in Charleston County contained 1 to 
11 eggs on June 18 (EC). Although no Am. Coot 
nest was found near Charleston this year the birds 
were present and undoubtedly bred. On July 20, a 
coot nest with 2 eggs was found near Williston, Barn- 
well Co., S. C. On July 24 the eggs were still present 
and another adult was seen accompanied by three 
chicks (WP, Jr.). 

Oystercatchers, Plovers, Sandpipers —Five Am. Oys- 
tercatcher nests at Raccoon Key near McClellanville, 
S. C. held 1 to 3 eggs on May 15 (EDS). About 50 
pairs of Wilson’s Plovers nested near the Tybee Road 
at Savannah but ‘“‘very few ambulant young’ were 
seen (IRT); there were many downy chicks at Garden 
City, S. C., on June 16 (WGC). A set of Killdeer 
eggs hatched, April 21, at a landing field at the edge 
of Columbia (EDS); and a week earlier than that, on 
April 15, 2 very tiny young toddled after an adult at 
a nearby park (_BWK). Spotted Sandpipers were not 
found nesting this summer but 8 adults were flushed, 
June 1, at the site of last year’s nesting at Lake Mur- 
ray (EDS). Willets possibly had an average season 
but few were reported upon; a set of 4 eggs was noted 
at Deveaux Bank on June 3 (EC); a lone bird, deep 
in the interior of South Carolina at the newly created 
Hartwell Lake near Anderson on March 19 is of in- 
terest (RCT). 

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers.—The Laughing Gull col- 
ony at Deveaux Bank apparently was not as large as 
last season’s. Eighty nests with 1, 2, or 3 eggs were 
checked there on June 3 (EC); some 200 adults were 
estimated there, July 10 (AS, Jr., JHD). Twenty pairs 
of Gull-billed Terns were nesting, 1 egg found 
hatched, June 5, at Little Egg Island in Altamaha 
Sound, Ga., but the colony had mysteriously disap- 
peared by July 3 (IRT). The Deveaux Bank colony 
of Gull-bills consisted of about 100 nests with 1 to 4 
eggs or young by June 3 (EC); and 350 adults, July 
10 (AS, Jr., JHD). There was the usual sprinkling 
of small Least Tern colonies along the coast, but 
some are known to have fared badly. Two hundred 
pairs at a Brunswick River bridge were practically 
wiped out by cold and heavy rains between July 11 
and 17. Moderate recovery there was noted by the end 
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of July (AMC). In a colony of 300-400 pairs in the 
Savannah area, Tomkins found not over 100 that 
reached the flying stage. Several pairs of Royal Terns 
engaged in courtship flights over Deveaux Bank as 
early as March 24 (BRC); courtship activity was re- 
ported in the Savannah area by April 4 (IRT); and 
nesting at Deveaux was particularly successful, at least 
when compared with last year’s results. Cutts found 
300 nests there with 1 or 2 eggs or young, June 3. 
On July 10, the colony was estimated at 3500 adults 
and 6000-7000 young. At Little Egg Island, of 295 
nests counted on June 18, nothing remained and no 
adult Royals were to be found on July 3 (IRT). Six 
Sandwich Tern nests with young and 11 with 1 egg 
were found at Deveaux Bank, June 3 (EC); 35 
adults were seen there, July 10 (AS, Jr., JHD); and 
at least 75 adults were seen at Sea Island, Ga., July 23 
(AMC). A small colony of Black Skimmers at Garden 
City, S. C. was found and five nests contained 2 eggs 
each on May 15 (RCT). The skimmer colony on 
Deveaux Bank had about 125 nests on June 3 with 1 
to 4 eggs (EC); the nests there were estimated at 350 
on July 10 (AS, Jr., JHD). 

Doves, Owls, Goatsuckers.—A fairly warm March 
may have influenced early Mourning Dove nesting. 
Cutts found 2 eggs in Charleston County as early as 
March 26. Second sets were being incubated by mid- 
May. Two Ground Doves were seen at Garden City, 
S. C., July 12, but no nest was found there (JMA). 
In Charleston County a Screech Owl nest contained 3 
eggs by March 25; another held 3 eggs on April 20 
(EC). Also in Charleston County, a Chuck-will’s- 
widow nest with 2 eggs was found on May 14 and a 
Common Nighthawk nest with 2 eggs was found on 
May 11 and two others were spotted on May 13 with 
2 eggs each (EC). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows.—Julian Mead- 
ows found a Pileated Woodpecker nest in the south- 
western corner of Mecklenburg County, N. C. late in 
April and the adults feeding young were successfully 
photographed (JRN). A Red-cockaded Woodpecker 
nest was found near Seven Springs, Wayne Co., 
N. C. on April 16. The nest was attended by adults, 
but the contents were not determined (RHS); and in 
Charleston County, Cutts found one nest with 4 eggs 
and another with young on May 3, and one with 4 
eggs, two with 3 eggs and 1 building, on May 6. Five 
Acadian Flycatcher nests in Charleston County were ex- 
amined on May 20; three had 2 eggs and two, 3 eggs. 
The Eastern Wood Pewee ‘had a moderate breeding 
season” around Hillsboro, N. C. (CHB). Several 
Barn Swallow colonies around McClellanville, S. C. 
were reported. The group at the Refuge dock had 24 
nests under construction by May 15, but no eggs were 
seen then (EDS). Continuing expansion—or re- 
expansion—of the Barn Swallow nesting range is in- 
dicated by the discovery, July 19, of a nest with 4 or 
5 young being fed near Clemson, Oconee Co., S. C. 
Five adults were flying about (GG). And at St. Marys, 
on the coast at the southern tip of Georgia, two adults 
and a fully fledged young, believed to have been raised 
“near-by” were found on July 3 (RGK). For the 
record, Dr. Irvine Phinizy of Augusta, Ga. (old asso- 
ciate of Dr. Eugene Murphey) found a Barn Swallow 
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nest with young birds under an old boat dock at Bay 
Point, Edisto Beach, S. C. on July 12, 1958 (JED). 
Again this summer there were reports of Purple Mar- 
tins placing nests in hanging traffic signal lights. Sev- 
eral were seen around Charleston and 2 were spotted 
in the town of Conway, S. C., June 11 (WGC). Rat 
Snakes night-raided the 4-gourd Martin colony at 
Critter Rest, Wadmalaw Island, S. C., and cleaned it 
out, including at least 1 adult (BRC); and at the 
Refuge headquarters at McClellanville, 3 fledgling 
martins were fed by both parents at the edge of the 
nest under a roof, April 15 (EDS). 

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrushes.—In 
Charleston County, 2 Carolina Chickadee nests in 
building stage were found, April 3 (EC); at Charlotte, 
N. C., adults were carrying food, April 9 (EOC); and 
a box in a yard there had 2 newly hatched young, 
April 19 (JRN). Of 11 Brown-headed Nuthatch 
nests checked in Charleston County, April 8, 3 had 
6 eggs, 4 had 5 eggs, and 4 had a single egg each 
(EC); and using a nesting box in a city yard at 
Charlotte, 2 eggs were laid by April 3. The box 
finally contained 10 eggs, believed to be two clutches. 
Only one of the entire lot hatched (JRN). A fair 
breeding season for Carolina Wrens was experienced 
at Hillsboro, N. C., but the number of adults was 
down (CHB). A nest of Long-billed Marsh Wrens 
had 3 young, and another, 5 eggs on June 25 at 
Charleston (EC). The local population of Eastern 
Bluebirds at Hillsboro was judged to be about stable 
(CHB); at Washington, N. C. none appeared for the 
first summer in 8 years or more (GC); Wells thought 
there was some improvement in numbers at Columbus, 
Ga.; farther south, at St. Marys, Kuerzi found about 
half the usual summer population. These nests were 
reported at Charleston: one with 5 eggs, April 20, one 
with young, May 3, i eggs, May 13 
(EC). 

Vireos, Warblers —Blake found Red-eyed Vireos 
“way down” in numbers of adults and young at Hills- 
boro. A Prothonotary Warbler nest, rarely found 
above our fall line was located in the southwestern 
corner of Mecklenburg County, N. C. It will be re- 
ported upon in detail in The Chat, bulletin of the 
Carolina Bird Club (JRN). Bachman’s Warbler: one 
male was reported in the Spring Migration Report; a 
second singing male was found in Charleston County, 
but further details have wisely been withheld for 
protection of the bird (RHC). Pine Warblers ap- 
parently reached total recovery around Columbus, Ga. 
this summer (LAW). A Yellowthroat nest near 
Charleston held 2 young, May 11 (EC). The sighting 
of an immature Am. Redstart on Holden Beach on the 
lower North Carolina coast on July 4 is noteworthy 
(GM). 

Blackbirds, Sparrows.—At North Wilkesboro, N. C., 
two male Redwinged Blackbirds apparently had 
taken up nesting territory on March 23 (WPS); the 
first two nests reported near Charleston contained 3 
eggs and 2 eggs, April 16 (EC). At Surfside on the 
upper South Carolina coast, on June 12, 2 immature 
Orchard Orioles were seen and two nests, one with 
young were found (WGC); at Charleston, a nest con- 
taining 4 eggs was found, May 21 (EC). A male 
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Baltimore Oriole was observed feeding a bob-tailed 
young in a black walnut tree in North Augusta, 
Aiken Co., S$. C., on June 8. Details of this very 
unusual find have been submitted to The Oriole, bul- 
letin of the Georgia Ornithological Society (JFD). At 
Savannah, Boat-tailed Grackles were carrying nesting 
material by March 27 (IRT); Cutts reported a nest 
with 3 eggs near Charleston, April 7. A young Brown- 
headed Cowbird, out of the nest, near Clemson, S. C., 
was seen being fed by a Red-eyed Vireo, July 23 
(GG). Indigo Buntings were very much down in num- 
bers around Hillsboro this summer (CHB). Young 
Seaside Sparrows were awing by May 20 in Charles- 
ton County (EC). 

Initialed Contributors.—Jackson M. Abbott, Charles 
H. Blake, B. Rhett Chamberlain, Mrs. Edwin O. 
Clarkson, Mr. & Mrs. William G. Cobey, Robert H. 
Colman, Geraldine Cox, Mr. & Mrs. Alan M. Craig, 
Ernest Cutts, Eugene Cypert, J. Fred Denton, John 
Henry Dick, Mrs. Dorothy Earle, Gaston Gage, Mrs. 
B. W. Kendall, Richard G. Kuerzi, Greg Massey, 
Brooke Meanley, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Norwood, 
William Post, Jr., Richard H. Siler, Mrs. Ellison D. 
Smith, Wendell P. Smith, Alexander Sprunt, Jr., Mrs. 
R. C. Tedards, Ivan R. Tomkins, L. A. Wells, Francis 
M. Weston.—B. RHETT CHAMBERLAIN, Wadmalaw 
Island, S. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—The June-August period of 
1961 once more proved that no season has more 
diverse ornithological interest. Various Regional edi- 
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tors have commented that the present period is poorly 
named so far as the bird year in the South is con- 
cerned. Perhaps not even half. the total reproductive 
effort of birds that breed in the Florida Region takes 
place within the nominal ‘Nesting Season” of Audu- 
bon Field Notes. Besides nesting data, the compiler 
confronts a mixed bag of records that represent mi- 
grants both northbound and southbound, summering 
non-breeders, and post-breeding dispersal. The proper 
placing of a given record among these categories often 
becomes a matter of some puzzlement. In addition, 
one’s view of the season usually is obscured, because 
in Florida the diversity of summer bird records is 
regularly coupled with the year’s sketchiest coverage. 
Many valued contributors to this column are them- 
selves winter residents, and, what with oppressive 
weather and insect annoyance, those who stay the 
summer seldom are as diligent as at other seasons. 
Despite such difficulties. understanding of Florida's 





summer birdlife has improved steadily in recent years. 
If many records still provide only tantalizing hints 
pending more study, now at least some study is under 
way. Again this summer, as in 1960, Dr. Henry M. 
Stevenson traveled widely over the state investigating 
the abundance and range limits of breeding birds. Al- 
though his most notable records were from the part of 
divided Florida that lies in the Central Southern Re- 
gion, Dr. Stevenson and local collaborators whom he 
enlisted contributed many important observations men- 
tioned below. 

For easier reference the records of interest in each 
category of summer bird occurrence are noted briefly 
here and dealt with in more detail in the systematic 
account. Question marks indicate that the record(s) 
concerned was doubtfully allocated. 

Belated Spring Migrants—It has become increas- 
ingly evident that the spring migration of many spe- 
cies in Florida may straggle on well into June. Re- 
cords were more frequent than usual this year: See 
Chimney Swift, Tree Swallow, Barn Swallow, Black- 
poll Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Connecticut 
Warbler, Am. Redstart, and Painted Bunting (?). 
Worth note is the fact that all these records came 
from localities in the peninsula. A search of coastal 
areas in the Tallahassee Division during the cold 
front of May 26-27 failed to locate transient landbirds 
other than Barn Swallows (HMS). Some trans-Gulf 
migration was still in progress at that time, however, 
because the Barn Swallow and the 4 wood warblers 
named above, as well as the Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 
Swainson’s Thrush, Veery, Red-eyed Vireo, Yellow- 
throat, and Bobolink were present on Garden Key, 
Dry Tortugas, the last 3 days of May (HBC, MHH, 
CRM, WBR). 

Breeding Records.—Observations suggested exten- 
sion of the breeding ranges of the Common Night- 
hawk (both subspecies?), Great Crested Flycatcher 
(?), Brown Thrasher, Robin, Parula Warbler, Sum- 
mer Tanager (?), and Indigo Bunting. For some 
species in southern Florida (see Wading Birds, W hite- 
crowned Pigeon) the breeding season following Hur- 
ricane Donna appeared to have been unusually pro- 
ductive. 

Summering Non-breeders.—In addition to the species 
that summer regularly there were records of the Com- 
mon Loon, Gadwall, Am. Avocet, Indigo Bunting, and 
Painted Bunting (?). 

Post-breeding Dispersal—See Great White Heron, 
Roseate Spoonbill, Everglade Kite, and Caracara ( ?). 

Early Fall Migrants—Fall migration seemed some- 
what retarded. Through the end of July only 5 birds 

(4 species) had been found at the WCTV tower, 
Lake Iamonia, Leon Co. (HLS). Landbird migrants at 
Dry Tortugas, July 8-17, totaled a meager 6 (4 Barn 
Swallows, 2 Prothonotary Warblers). Approximately 
30 individuals of 12 species were seen on the same 
dates last year. However, it is a rare migration indeed 
that cannot produce a few extreme dates. This year 
several shorebirds (Pectoral Sandpiper, Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper) exceeded their previous “earliest ever.” 

W eather—The customary notice may be taken of 
the weather although temperature and rainfall depar- 
tures from normal showed no consistent Region-wide 
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pattern, nor obvious correlation with bird records. 
Across northern Florida, the early summer was de- 
cidely cool and dry. At stations in the peninsula, June 
temperatures were near normal and July was hot; 
rainfall varied locally with July rather dry in most of 
the area. By the end of July stream flows and surface 
water in marshes were below expected seasonal stages 
in much of southern Florida. Several days of rain in 
mid-August somewhat eased the threat of drought. No 
storms of more than local influence occurred, the early 
weeks of hurricane season “Donna plus one’ having 
been unusually (ominously?) quiet in the tropical 
storm spawning grounds of the Atlantic. 

Common Loon, Wilson's Petrel—A Common Loon 
in winter plumage at Fort George Island, Duval 
County, June 16 (HMS), apparently was the first Re- 
gional record in summer outside the Tallahassee Divi- 
sion. Wilson's, Petrel undoubtedly is a common sum- 
mer visitor offshore, but its contacts with Florida 
Region observers are rather infrequent. This year 
about 5 were noted 15 to 20 miles off Miami, June 12 
(IJA, HMS), and several storm petrels seen between 
Key West and Dry Tortugas, July 7 (MHH, CRM, 
SLO, et al.), probably were this species. 

Wading Bird Nesting.—Hurricane Donna heavily 
damaged most of the nesting and roosting places of 
wading birds in southern Florida. Literally overnight, 
dense mangrove forests became open barrens of broken 
and standing dead trees. A year later, fears that the 
area might quickly lose most of its wading birds have 
been dispelled. Despite poorly sheltered nests, all 
species at virtually all important nesting localities had 
average to unusually good reproduction in the first 
breeding season after Donna. The summer flight of 
White Ibis at the Duck Rock roost peaked at an esti- 
mated 30-50,000 (CMB, RS), well below average 
numbers and with a larger proportion of immature 
birds than usual. Both these changes probably reflected 
the heavy hurricane mortality suffered by adult White 
Ibis a year ago. Nesting at Duck Rock topped all pre- 
vious records. Spring nesting by an estimated 1000 
pairs of Double-crested Cormorants and Common 
Egrets (RS) was followed by an even larger summer 
shift. A count on Aug. 16 (CMB, RS, WBR), tal- 
lied 1145 nests (plus many flying young) of 5 spe- 
cies, predominantly Louisiana Herons (658) and 
Snowy Egrets (348). The concentration of herons and 
ibises on this denuded islet with fewer than 200 living 
trees strikingly illustrated the fidelity of wading birds 
to traditional sites in the face of natural adversities. 
It was evident on Duck Rock, however, that dead 
trees killed by Donna were breaking down rapidly 
while few new mangrove seedlings had become estab- 
lished. Doubt persists that Duck Rock and some other 
rookeries and roosts in south Florida can long continue 
to support heavy use by wading birds. 

Other Wading Bird Notes.—Continued small in- 
creases of Cattle Egrets were reported in the Tallahas- 
see Division (HMS, SLO), and one seen east of Live 
Oak, Suwannee Co., June 30 (HMS), may be the 
first for the interior of the extreme northern peninsula. 
These modest gains, however, were beggared by re- 
ports from Merritt Island. After a 200-pair rookery 
there was destroyed by a storm on June 21 (WFW), 
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a roost was established on a larger island nearby. 
Between 5:15 and 7 P.M., July 12, 3. observers 
(WEW, AEE, WFH) made a combined count and 
estimate of 18,000 Cattle Egrets entering this roost. 
The summer coastwise dispersal of south Florida's 
special ciconiiforms was somewhat below par. A Great 
White Heron frequented a fresh-water pond north of 
Cocoa, July 1-Aug. 4 (WFW, ef al.); and single 
Roseate Spoonbills reached St. Petersburg, July 9 
(FGS), and St. Marks Light, July 12 (DD) and 
about July 25 (BE). A Least Bittern seen several 
times on Middle Butternut Key, Florida Bay, June 30- 
Aug. 1 (SS), presumably was a summering non- 
breeder. 

Ducks—Numerous summer stragglers occurred, 
with July records perhaps more frequent than usual. 
One Gadwall, rare in summer, was seen at the mouth 
of the Carrabelle River, Franklin Co., July 14 and 25 
(HMS, et al.). Less unusual were single Ring-necked 
Ducks on lakes in Leon County-——Lake Talquin, June 
24 (HFR); Lake Jackson, July 18 (HMS, e¢ al.); and 
a wide scattering of records of Red-breasted Mergan- 
sers—15 miles north of St. Augustine, June 11 
(SLO); Clearwater Beach, Pinellas Co., July 4 
(CEC); Alligator Point, July 16 (DD); mouth of 
the Carrabelle River, July 25 (HMS, HGL, ef al.). 
It is a fair guess that most of these unseasonal ducks 
were incapacitated in some manner, even though they 
may have been able to fly. 

Diurnal Raptores—The Everglade Kite seemed to 
be maintaining its slim hold: 3 were seen at Lake 
Okeechobee, June 13 (HMS); and, again this summer, 
a wandering immature or 2 appeared at Andytown, 
Broward Co., Aug. 4 (FJL) to 10 (ADI, ef al.). 
Populations of the other Florida kites have shown 
encouraging signs of increase. To recent evidence of 
this in the case of the Swallow-tailed Kite may be 
added a notably high count of 36 Mississippi Kites in 
southern Gadsden County, June 23 (SLO, CEW). A 
determined effort to locate summering Bald Eagles re- 
sulted in nearly 100 observations of adults and imma- 
tures in and near Everglades Nat'l Park (WBR, RM, 
et al.). No doubt can remain that a substantial part of 
the breeding population of extreme southern Florida 
is resident. A few eagles also were reported from 
upstate localities at later dates than usual: 2 adults, 
7 miles south of Fort Pierce, June 10 (LSH); an 
adult and 2 immatures, west of Cocoa, June 8 
(WFW). The occurrence of an adult Caracara on 
7-Mile Road, Dade Co. (Everglades Nat'l Park), 
June 28-July 1 (RJ), was documented by a series of 
photographs that permit identification of the locality 
as well as the bird. Nevertheless, the species seems so 
little given to wandering that the possibility of escapes 
must be weighed in evaluating this and the few other 
records for southeastern Florida. A Sparrow Hawk, 
west of Florida City, Aug. 14 and 15 (WBR), almost 
certainly had not nested nor summered locally and 
should be considered a very early fall migrant. 

Shorebirds—Shorebird migration in Florida be- 
comes ever more difficult to discuss meaningfully, 
because so many species have been found to summer, 
sometimes in considerable abundance. The following 
were notably early, #f the birds were fall migrants: 
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Black-bellied Plover (in full breeding plumage), St. 
George Island, Franklin Co., July 11 (HMS); Lesser 
Yellowlegs, near Tallahassee, July 4 (HMS); Knot, 
St. Petersburg, Aug. 2 (FGS); Short-billed Dowitcher, 
Old Tampa Bay, Pinellas Co., June 29 (GEW); Mar- 
bled Godwit, Carrabelle River, July 14 (H™MS, ef al.). 
Records at Lake Lafayette, Leon Co., of 2 Pectoral 
Sandpipers, July 4 (HMS; c. 200 there, Aug. 13), 
and a Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Aug. 13 (HMS, 
SLO)—neither species known to summer, both 10 
days or more earlier than any previous fall observation 
in Florida—suggested that fall shorebird migration 
actually may have been somewhat advanced. An Am. 
Avocet “‘in full breeding plumage” was seen along the 
Banana River at Canaveral, Brevard Co., June 30 and 
July 21 (WFW). 

South American Lapwing.—This species (Belonop- 
terus chilensis) seems to be one of the escaped birds 
that declines to go away and be forgotten. The Florida 
chronicle of Belonopterus began when one exceed- 
ingly tame individual was seen from the fall of 
1959 to May, 1960, near Ochopee, Collier Co. 
Though not definitely traced, it seemed an obvious 
escape. The present period brought another record, a 
bird carefully studied at Zellwood, Orange Co., July 
23 (CRM, Rae Moody, AD). This, in turn, called 
forth a third previously unpublished occurrence, a 2 
(follicles not enlarged, fairly fat, full stomach) col- 
lected (skin in Univ. Miami Research Collection) 
from 2 present on a marsh at Howard, Dade Co., 
June 25, 1960 (DRP). All records to date could be 
accounted for by the escape of only two individuals, 
but differences in plumage details, the wildness of the 
birds that figured in the latter two observations, and 
the weight of probability seemed to suggest a larger 
number. One may well wonder how many escaped 
and from where. 

Gulls and Terns—Summering Herring (1) and 
Ring-billed (4) Gulls were seen at Lake Okeechobee, 
June 13 (HMS); and 2 second-year Herring Gulls, 
perhaps unable to fly, remained at Bush Key, Dry 
Tortugas, late May to Aug. 2 (WBR, ef al.). The 
collection of a Roseate Tern at Pigeon Key, Monroe 
Co., June 9 (HMS), again suggested an unreported 
breeding colony somewhere in the middle Florida 
Keys. On July 16 (OLA, WGA), 20 chicks were 
banded in the ternery of Roseates at Dry Tortugas, 
which this year numbered about 60 pairs. The Cas- 
pian Tern is not known to have bred in Florida (it 
regularly summers), but the behavior of 2 adults seen 
on Howszrd Frankland Causeway, Old Tampa Bay, 
Pinel!.; Co., July 8 (GEW), suggested nesting. As 
usual a few Black Terns were present in June; ¢. 10, 
Lake Okeechobee, June 13 (HMS); Palmetto Island, 
Wakulla Co., June 24 (SLO, HGL). Up to 4 Com- 
mon Noddies appeared on the Gulf coast of Pinellas 
County, July 26 and 27 (FMC). The lone Black 
Noddy was still on Bush Key, Dry Tortugas, July 
7-17, but could not be found on Aug. 2 (WBR, et al.). 

White-crowned Pigeon.—Extremely interesting stud- 
ies by Sandy and Donna Sprunt documented a banner 
breeding year for this species. Pigeons reached the 
Upper Florida Keys in numbers during the first week 
of May and first eggs were laid about June 14. As of 





Aug. 15, the Sprunts had located 134 nests in a study 
area that covered less than half of Middle Butternut 
Key, one of more than 30 islands in eastern Florida 
Bay heavily used for nesting. Two broods had fledged 
from a number of the nests, and new nests were still 
being established, although at a declining rate. 

Common Nighthawk.—A new twist was added to 
an already complicated situation when both continen- 
tal “‘peent’’ nighthawks (presumably Chordeiles minor 
chapmani) and West Indian “‘pit-a-pit-pit’” nighthawks 
(C. m. vicinus and/or C. m. gundlachii) were found 
breeding at two localities on Key Largo. In the 
Ocean Reef area of north Key Largo, calls of both 
types were heard, June 8 (HMS), and the 3 specimens 
collected appeared to include both subspecies. At 
Tavernier on the opposite end of Key Largo, a nest 
of a West Indian nighthawk found on July 2, was 
barely 300 yards from the spot where a “‘peent’’ night- 
hawk’s nest had been located in late May and June 
(SS). The ¢ West Indian nighthawk once chased a 
“peent’’ nighthawk that “boomed” near the nest. Much 
more detailed information is needed, but observations 
tended to suggest that the two nighthawks may be dis- 
tinct species, rather than subspecies. Recent wholesale 
clearing of forests in the Florida Keys has created ex- 
tensive habitat for open country and forest-edge birds 
(cf., Brown Thrasher). Common Nighthawks appar- 
ently have responded by invading the Keys from both 
the West Indies and the continental mainland. 

Swifts, Kingfishers, Great Crested Flycatcher —An 
unprecedented late spring flight of Chimney Swifts 
along the coast of southeastern Florida was indicated 
by records at Fort Lauderdale (total of 33), May 23- 
28 (ADI), and near Islamorada, Upper Matecumbe 
Key (1), June 8 (HMS). The status of Belted King- 
fishers seen in June and early July in the parts of 
southern Florida that totally lack typical nest sites 
remains unresolved. The present season brought obser- 
vations from the Florida Keys, June 1 (3) and July 6 
(2) (WBR, et al.). One would feel more secure in 
regarding these as summering non-breeders were it not 
for the record of a kingfisher nest found in a hollow 
mangrove at Flamingo (Howell, Florida Bird Life, 
p. 304, 1932). A Great Crested Flycatcher on Sugar- 
loaf Key, June 9 (HMS), was more than 50 miles 
beyond the known breeding range limits in the Florida 
Keys. 

Swallows, Brown Thrasher, Robin—If considered 
a spring migrant, a Tree Swallow at Pahokee, Palm 
Beach Co., June 13 (HMS), was the latest ever for 
Florida. Spring migration of Barn Swallows at Mara- 
thon continued through June 5 (FVC), and one was 
seen on Key Largo, June 8 (HMS). If a swallow’s 
direction of flight at the time of observation is signifi- 
cant, the fall migration reached southern Florida by 
June 28, when one was seen flying south at Fort Lau- 
derdale Beach (ADI). Single Brown Thrashers near 
Islamorada, June 8, and on Summerland Key, June 9 
(HMS), suggested continued rapid expansion of the 
breeding range in the Florida Keys, although no nest 
was found in either case. The long-anticipated arrival 
of the Robin as a breeding species of the Florida Re- 
gion was confirmed July 29 and 30, when an adult 
and 3 young (2 collected) were found in Tallahassee 
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(SLO, HMS). A full account will appear in the 
Florida Naturalist. 

Wood Warblers—An unusual! number of the later 
migrants lingered into June. All the following seem to 
have been bona fide migrants, not summering birds, 
and for two species (Northern Waterthrush, Connec- 
ticut Warbler) the records established new latest 
spring departure dates for Florida—Blackpoll War- 
bler: Loop Road, Monrce Co., June 3 (LAS); 7 
miles south of Fort Pierce, June 3 (LSH); Lantana, 
Palm Beach Co., June 10 (Donna B. Northrup); Mer- 
ritt Island, June 12 (WFW)—Northern Waterthrush; 
several at Marathon to June 6 (FVC)—Connecticut 
Warbler: Jacksonville, June 12 (HER)—Am. Red- 
start: Jacksonville, June 4 and 5 (HER); Lantana, 
June 10 (Donald M. Weed); Merritt Island, June 12 
(WFW). An observation of a Parula Warbler feeding 
young at Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, Collier Co., 
July 1 (CPP), extended the known breeding range an 
additional 60 miles south. A very early fall migrant 
Louisiana Waterthrush was found on Merritt Island, 
July 3 (WFW). 

Summer Tanager, Buntings.—Singing Summer Tan- 
agers on the Loop Road, June 3 (LAS), and at 
Matheson Hammock, south of Miami, July 8, 15, and 
23 (LAS), marked the approximate breeding range 
limits of the species in southern Florida. In the past 
few years the Indigo Bunting has shown a steady in- 
crease in coastal areas of the Tallahassee Division. 
This summer breeding birds were found at the shores 
of the Gulf, Lanark, June 19 (HMS, SLO). The 
presence of a singing ¢ in the Cocoa area for the 
second successive year, June 28 (WFW, HMS), sug- 
gested that an advance into the peninsula also may 
be in progress. An immature ¢ in the extreme south- 
ern peninsula, Bear Lake Road, Monroe Co. (Ever- 
glades Nat'l Park), July 4 (CPP), is best regarded as 
a summering non-breeder. An immature ¢ Painted 
Bunting, 7 miles south of Fort Pierce, June 1 (LSH), 
may have been either a summering bird or a very 
late migrant. Another Painted Bunting seen near 
Shiloh, Merritt Island, June 16 (HMS), perhaps 
indicated a slight southward extension of breeding 
range along the east coast. 

Observers —IJA, I. Joel Abramson; OLA, Oliver 
L. Austin, Jr.; WGA, William G. Atwater; CMB, 
Charles M. Brookfield; CEC, C. E. Collum; FMC, F. 
M. Child; FVC, Mrs. Francis V. Crane; HBC, Haskell 
B. Curry; AD, Alice Drury; DD, Dorothy Dodd; 
AEE, Alonzo E. Ellis; BE, Ben Endres; LSH, Lyle S. 
Hubbard; MHH, Margaret H. Hundley; WFH, W. 
F. Hueston; ADI, Arthur D. Inwood; RJ, Ralph 
Johnston; FJL, Frank J. Ligas; HGL, Horace G. Lof- 
tin; HPL, H. P. Langridge; CRM, C. Russell Mason; 
RM, Ralph Miele; SLO, Storrs L. Olson; CPP, Charles 
P. Preston; DRP, Dennis R. Paulson; HER, Mrs. H. 
E. Robinson; HFR, Harold F. Rayner; WBR, William 
B. Robertson, Jr.; FGS, Mrs. Frank G. Smith; HLS, 
Herbert L. Stoddard, Sr.; HMS, Henry M. Stevenson; 
LAS, Louis A. Stimson; RS, Richard Stokes; SS, Sandy 
Sprunt; CEW, Charles E. Wright; GEW, Glen E. 
Woolfenden; WFW, W. Foster White—WILLIAM 
B. ROBERTSON, JR., Park Biologist, Everglades Nat'l 
Park, Homestead, Fla. 


464 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—Temperatures over the southern part of the Region 
during much of the nesting season were below normal, 
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with precipitation and humidity higher than usual. 
Water levels were generally high. 

Over much of the Region this has been a good year 
and an encouraging increase in field work is evident 
from the numerous reports of new or unusual nestings. 

Of so-called ‘‘disaster’’ species there have been 
widely varying reports—Eastern Phoebes as “‘notice- 
ably lacking’’ in certain areas of normally high density, 
and as ‘“‘slightly improved’’ in others. There were 
encouraging reports on Eastern Bluebirds, but Hermit 
Thrushes were generally very scarce. 

That the Robin situation is much improved may be 
evidenced by the results of a detailed nest survey made 
in a 314 acre suburban garden at Richvale, Ont. by 
Gwen and John Lunn. Here, 2 acres of buildings and 
landscaped lawn are separated from 11/, acres of flood 
plain and old apple orchard by a stream, thickly veg- 
etated with willows and dogwood. Of 27 nests dis- 
covered of 11 species, 6 were Robins. Four nests were 
deserted, 2 through predation (House Wren and Tree 
Swallow, which left the area) and 2 for causes un- 
known (Common Grackle, which left the area and 
Yellow Warbler, which built a new nest). Cowbirds 
parasitized 3 out of 4 first-brood Song Sparrows and 
all 3 Yellow Warbler nests, but no second nestings 
were parasitized. The percentage of successfully reared 
young to eggs laid was as follows—8 produced full 
broods, 7 reduced broods and the remaining 8 were 
discovered too late for complete data to be obtained. 
Two pairs of Cedar Waxwings reared young in the 
northern half of the garden in June-July and 2 other 
pairs had nests and young in the southern half of the 
garden in July-August. Most of the adults and young 
were banded for identification. 

Local nesting studies, with emphasis on nest find- 
ing, are extremely worth while, especially in evaluat- 
ing populations, and might be undertaken in many 
parts of the Region. 
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Cormorants, Herons, Egrets—Double-crested Cor- 
morants were reported as scarce at the Fort William— 
Thunder Bay area (AEA). Great Blue Herons seem 
to be breeding in increasing numbers in the central 
part of the Region, especially at the mouth of the La 
Vase River and Callandar Bay (HP) near Fort Wil- 
liam (AEA), and at Lake Wasaksina, 5 miles south 
of Lake Temagami, Ont. (JD, ME). On East Sister 
Island in southern Ontario 100 pairs of Great Blue 
Herons, 10 pairs of Common Egrets and 800 pairs of 
Black-crowned Night Herons were found nesting 
(WPN). At the Luther Marsh, Wellington Co., Ont. 
a colony of 50 pairs of Great Blue Herons, 100 pairs 
of Black-crowned Night Herons and 50 pairs of Green 
Herons was visited on July 25 (ATC, JLB, DHB). 
In early July a small colony of Black-crowned Night 
Herons (about 10 nests) was discovered at Lake 
Wasaksina, Nipissing Dist., Ont. (JD, ME). This 
is a northern extension of about 100 miles in the 
known-breeding range in Ontario. They breed most 
years in Algonquin Park, Ont., especially at Blackbear 
Lake. No Common Egrets were found breeding at the 
colony in Essex County (WS). A Common Egret sum- 
mered at the Dundas Marsh, near Hamilton, Ont. 
(GWN, JBM). 

Waterfowl—Two new breeding records for the 
Shoveler were established. A female with 14 young 
was seen at the Whitby Marsh, near Toronto, Ont., 
on July 2 (NL, JL). This is the first breeding record 
for the Toronto region. On Horseshoe Island, near 
Kingston, Ont., a female with 8 young was observed 
on June 26 (KNC). This is the first breeding record 
for the Kingston area. The Ontario Waterfowl Re- 
search Foundation has initiated a long-term study of 
the waterfowl population at the Luther Marsh, Ont. 
Besides much data on the common breeding ducks, two 
interesting records were obtained—an Am. Widgeon 
nest with 6 eggs on June 15 and a Redhead nest with 
9 eggs on June 15 (fide ATC). At least two broods 
of Hooded Mergansers were hatched in the Ithaca, 
N. Y. area (SFH) and this species was observed in 
several localities southeast of Buffalo, N. Y. during 
July (RR). 

Hawks, Eagles—A Goshawk nest was reported at 
Brown's Bay, near Brockville, Ont. (JB). On June 16 
both adults and 3 well-fledged young were seen 
(KNC). There have been very few reports of success- 
ful nesting of the Bald Eagle. On June 6 one young 
was seen in a nest at Niobe Lake, Thunder Bay Dist., 
Ont. (AEA) and 2 young were seen in a nest on 
Beaver Island, Sheguindah, Manitoulin Island, Ont. 
(JR). Preliminary reports of the extensive study 
undertaken by the Detroit Audubon Society show a 
discouraging picture. 

Shorebirds —Over the past 25 years the Piping 
Plover has become a rare breeding bird in Ontario. 
Many of the beaches where it formerly bred are now 
resort areas, making them unsuitable for the plover. 
Long Point is one of the few places where they still 
breed, but last year only one young was found along 
about 20 miles of uninhabited beach. This year the 
first adult was seen on May 6. On June 11 a pair with 
one downy young was seen. The following day a pair 
with 4 downy young was located and two nests, both 


containing 3 eggs were found. There were possibly 
two other pairs in the area, making a total of 6 pos- 
sible breeding pairs. Six downy young were banded 
(LP.B.O.). 

A new early date for the Whimbrel was July 9 
when one was seen at Prendergast Point, Lake Chau- 
tauqua, N. Y. (JHS). An Upland Plover, uncommon 
in the area, was seen in the Huntsville, Ont. area on 
July 1 & 2 (BW). A flock of 26 Upland Plovers was 
seen south of Hagersville, Ont. on July 4 (JBM, 
GWN). A Willet was reported from July 15 to 18 
at Erie Beach, Ont. (AS). An early Lesser Yellowlegs 
was seen on July 5 at Presqu’ile Park, Ont. (EWC). 
An early Short-billed Dowitcher was found at Hamil- 
ton, Ont. on June 25 (RC). Four Dunlins summered 
at Hamilton, for the second successive year (GWN, 
JBM). On June 15, 5 pairs of Wilson's Phalaropes 
were found nesting at the Luther Marsh, and a newly 
hatched young was obtained for the Royal Ontario 
Museum (ATC, JLB, DHB). 

Gulls, Terns.—Two Little Gulls were seen near 
Hamilton, Ont. on July 16 (JBM). About 100 Cas- 
pian Terns were found nesting on Pigeon Island, near 
Kingston (MHE). Eggs and two small young were 
found. The colony of Common Terns reported last 
year on Bob-lo Island, Essex Co., Ont. is larger this 
year; 1768 young were banded (WPN). A single 
pair of Ring-billed Gulls was found nesting in the 
middle of the colony. A late flightless young Common 
Tern was found on Sept. 3 on the Blackbill Islands, 
off Point au Baril, Ont. (JAL). A new breeding rec- 
ord for the Thunder Bay area was established when 
adult and young Black Terns were seen at Whitefish 
Lake on July 27 (AEA). 

Doves, Owls.—Mourning Doves were reported as 
up in numbers from Essex County (NC) and Peter- 
borough, Ont. (DDS). Eight Short-eared Owls were 
found on Wolfe Island, Ont. on July 1 and one nest 
was found containing one very small downy owl (HQ, 
HB). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows.—W oodpeck- 
ers were reported to have good nesting success at 
Pimisi Bay, Ont. (LdeKL). The Eastern Phoebe popu- 
lation was reported as slightly improved in the Ithaca, 
N. -Y. region (SFH) and at Pimisi Bay (LdeKL). 
They were still extremely scarce in the Toronto area, 
as a check of known-nesting sites of previous years 
found only one breeding pair (G&JL). On June 4 a 
pair of Acadian Flycatchers was seen building a nest 
in the heronry at Chamber's Corners, Welland Co., 
Ont. (GM, GWN, RC). An apparent “interbreeding” 
of southern and northern forms of Traill’s Flycatcher 
was recorded at Richvale, York Co., Ont. (G&JL). 
A southern gray-plumaged male (which had a south- 
ern song) was found on territory about May 23. It 
was joined by a northern green-brown female, which 
built a typical straggly northern nest, but in a charac- 
teristically southern choice of habitat—a hawthorn. 
Both adults and young were banded (later color- 
banded) and detailed notes were taken. The young 
appeared to be in northern plumage. 

Tree Swallows were fairly numerous at Pimisi Bay 
(LdeKL), Lake Nipissing (HP) and Maple, Ont. 
(DEB). On May 21 a pair of Rough-winged Swal- 
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lows was found in a gravel pit in Lybster Township, 
Thunder Bay, probably nesting in an inaccessible hole 
(DA). There is only one previous nesting record for 
this area. Cliff Swallows seem to be much commoner 
than in the past few years over much of the Region. 
On Aug. 2 a number were seen at Samuel de Cham- 
plain Park, Lake Nipissing, for the first time in sev- 
eral years (HP): they were reported as present in 
widely scattered areas in the Thunder Bay area 
(AEA); a number of small colonies were reported in 
the Peterborough area (DDS) and in the Keuka Lake 
district, N. Y. they were reported feeding young as 
late as Aug. 13 (FKG). Two colonies were found 
nest-building in late May near Wheatley, Kent Co., 
Ont. (NC). Purple Martins were reported as more 
numerous than in any previous year (FKG) in the 
Keuka Lake, N. Y. area. At Waterloo, N. Y., for the 
first time, martins nested in two houses at one loca- 
tion (JAW). 

Nuthatches.—For the third summer on record there 
were several nestings of the Red-breasted Nuthatch 
at the higher locations near Ithaca, N. Y. (SFH). 

Wrens, Mimics.—House Wrens were reported as 
more plentiful than usual from the Peterborough area 
(DDS), and Waterloo, N. Y. (JAW), but quite 
scarce in the Lake Nipissing area (HP). The Short- 
billed Marsh Wren is considered an uncommon sum- 
mer resident in the Thunder Bay area but this year 
four colonies were located—one on May 22 and an- 
other on May 27 (AEA). Mimics were reported as 
having a poor migration at Thunder Bay (AEA). 
Catbirds were less numerous at Pimisi Bay (LdeKL). 

T hrushes.—The Robin is generally reported as much 
more numerous than during the past year or two. 
They were reported as more abundant at Waterloo, 
N. Y. (JAW); for the first time in many years two 
pairs brought off young from the first nesting at Pimisi 
Bay (LdeKL); many young, in all stages, were re- 
ported from Lake Nipissing (HP); very common at 
the Lakehead (AEA); fairly numerous in Essex Coun- 
ty (AHK, NC). The Hermit Thrush was reported as 
very low in numbers from all parts of the Region; 
Veeries were reported as fairly common; and Swain- 
son's in good numbers. There was some encouraging 
news about the Eastern Bluebird from some parts of 
the Region. Nine nesting pairs were reported from 
Chautauqua County, N. Y. (fide JHS). Many other 
areas reported one or two nesting pairs. The bluebird 
project at Maple, Ont. had 4 nesting pairs, compared 
to only one last year (DEB). It will probably be two 
or three years before bluebirds are seen over much 
of the Region. 

Starlings —There are continuing reports of large 
numbers of Starlings in the more northern parts of 
the Region, with the exception of Pimisi Bay, where 
they are reported as less numerous than last year 
(LdeKL). 

Vireos—All species were reported as scarce at 
Pimisi Bay (LdeKL). On June 8 a pair of Philadel- 
phia Vireos was seen at Atikokan, and one of them 
was carrying nesting material (SP). 

Warblers.—Warblers were still reported as down 
in numbers from many parts of the Region. At Pimisi 
Bay, Myrtle, Chestnut-sided, Ovenbirds, Yellowthroats 
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and Am. Redstarts were more common than last year. 
No species was, however, near the densities of before 
1956 when, for example 10 or 12 pairs of Ovenbirds 
were nesting where now only 3 or 4 pairs are found. 
Species not recorded during the current year are Cape 
May, Black-throated Green and Wilson’s. Mourning 
and Canada show a decrease from last year (LdeKL). 
The Am. Redstart was reported to have good nesting 
success in the Lake Nipissing District (HP). 

The first nest of the Golden-winged Warbler in 
the Kingston area was found near Canoe Lake on 
June 14. It contained four well-fledged young (fide 
HQ). Numbers of Golden-winged Warblers seen 
during migration in this area were the highest ever. 
The nest of a Golden-winged mated with a Blue- 
winged Warbler was discovered on June 4 near Mil- 
ton, Ont. On that date it had 6 eggs and later 4 young 
(RM, MM, JS). This is the second case in the Toronto 
area. Near Campbellville, Ont. a Blue-winged and a 
Golden-winged were seen feeding young in late June 
(RC). A Blue-winged Warbler, accompanied by a 
Brewster's, was seen northeast of Campbellville on 
June 18 (GWN). 

The first nesting record of the Cerulean Warbler for 
the Kingston area was established when a male was 
seen feeding young on July 16 at Canoe Lake (fide 
HQ). On June 17 a Kirtland’s Warbler was found 
freshly dead at Pointe au Baril, Ont. (RS). This is 
the third Ontario specimen. Two singing Prairie War- 
bler males were found on Connecticut Hill, N. Y. in 
late June and early July and one unoccupied nest was 
found (SFH). On June 6 a Yellow-breasted Chat was 
seen in the Cavan Swamp, near Peterborough, Ont. 
(FP, DDS). 

Icterids, Tanagers—Bobolinks were reported as up 
in numbers near Ithaca, N. Y. (SFH) and quite 
numerous at Pimisi Bay (LdeKL). At Pimisi Bay a 
male Western Meadowlark was trapped and banded. 
It was discovered mated to an Eastern female and the 
nest contained 3 eggs (2 of these hatched) (LdeKL). 
The first Ontario breeding record for the Yellow- 
headed Blackbird was established this past summer, 
when a male and nest and eggs were collected in the 
Rainy River District (CSC). For further details see 


~ the Canadian Field-Naturalist, in press. There were two 


reports of Western Tanagers, one near Sturgeon Falls, 
Ont. on Aug. 13 (FC, fide HP) and one on Aug. 7 
at Eagle Lake Provincial Park, Nipissing Dist., Ont. 
(HP). These are both well documented reports. 
Fringillids —Grasshopper Sparrows are reported as 
becoming common in several parts of the Region: 
Ottawa (WEG); Peterborough, Mount Pleasant 
(DDS) and Kingston (HQ). Henslow’s Sparrows 
also were reported as more common than during the 
past few years in these areas. An interesting inter- 
breeding was recorded when on June 10, at Britannia, 
Lake of Bays, Ont. a female Chipping Sparrow was 
flushed from a nest containing four young. A singing 
male Clay-colored Sparrow was defending territory in 
this area and in two days no male Chipping Sparrow 
was seen (AC). These birds were seen by many people 
attending the Wilson Ornithological Society annual 
meeting. High nesting success for all sparrow species 
was reported from Pimisi Bay (LdeKL). At Lake 
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Nipissing, White-throated and Song Sparrows had 
good breeding success (HP). 

Sub-regional Editors —A. E. Allin, H. H. Axtell, 
James L. Baillie, Alice H. Kelley, S. F. Hoyt, D. J. T. 
Hussell, James Leach, Howard S. Miller, George W. 
North, Hazel Petty, Helen Quilliam, Douglas D. 
Sadler, J. M. Speirs, Jean H. Stull and Jayson A. 
Walker. 

Contributors —D. H. Baldwin, Harry Blades, Jack 
Brown, D. E. Burton, E. W. Calvert, Anne Chamber- 
lain, N. Chesterfield, A. T. Cringan, Robert Curry, 
John Dex, M. H. Edwards, Mildred Ellis, W. E. God- 
frey, F. K. Guthrie, Kingston Nature Club, L. de K. 
Lawrence, Naomi Le Vay, John Le Vay, J. A. Livings- 
ton, Long Point Bird Observatory, Gwen and John 
Lunn, M. McCleary, Ralph McCleary, George Meyers, 
J. B. Miles, W. P. Nickell, Frank Pammett, Jack 
Rogerson, Richard Savage, A. Schaffner, J. Sherrin, 
W. Smith, and B. Waters—JAMES WoopFoRD and 
JoHN LUNN, Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto 5, 
Ontario, Canada. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—The year that had 
“no spring’ produced very little summer also. At the 
Pittsburgh, Pa. weather station June amassed a 107 
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and July a 64 day-degree temperature deficiency. 
Nothing like a typical summer heat wave ever de- 
veloped and June temperatures ranged as low as 45°. 
Early August did show some hot weather but was still 
below seasonal averages. While the temperatures were 
not excessive, humidity was generally high and rain- 
fall was abundant with July producing a 1.62 inch 
excess over normal at Pittsburgh. The mild moist con- 
ditions were ideal for plant growth and while the 
blooming and fruiting season was retarded by the 
late spring cold weather, by mid-summer most areas 
reported that the vegetation was dense and lush. Water 
levels in lakes and streams remained very high and in 
late July and early August there were devastating 
flash floods in parts of West Virginia. 

Despite the early cold weather most bird species 
appeared to have had a very successful nesting season. 


While many first attempts were unsuccessful, later 
nestings produced a bumper crop of young birds. 
There were many reports of rather late nestings (/.e., 
Scarlet Tanager incubating on Aug. 6 at Gibsonia, Pa. 
(JG)) which may also have been caused by the re- 
tarded early season. 

The reports from the various parts of the Region 
were unusually unanimous in their opinions and it 
will be noted in the following account that there are 
many more than the usual number of statements of 
generality and a corresponding reduction in specific 
locality reports. 

The annual Foray of the Brooks Bird Club il- 
lustrates that much remains to be learned close to 
home. This year instead of visiting the high moun- 
tains, as is customary, this group studied little-known 
Wetzel County in the Ohio River Valley at very low 
elevations and within fifty miles of extremely well- 
worked territory. Several important and unexpected 
finds were among the 101 species listed as occurring 
in the area. 

Herons and Waterfowl.—Great Blue Herons were 
reported as scarce in most places, but a new colony of 
24 nests was found in the Allegheny National Forest 
near Warren, Pa. (WLH). The late summer white 
heron flight was poor in most places, although the 
Common Egret had arrived at Linesville, Pa. on 
June 15 (RFL) and at Butler, Pa. on June 28 
(FWP), both rather early. Yellow-crowned Night 
Herons successfully raised a brood of 4 at Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., the first local nesting record (RLC), 
and at Knoxville, Tenn., an adult and a juvenile of this 
species were seen repeatedly through July and another 
juvenile was seen at a different location (JBO). Five 
nests of the Least Bittern were located near Chat- 
tanooga, another first local record (RLC) and the 
bird was seen near Ashton, W. Va. on June 11 
(TDI). 

The Wood Duck had a good nesting season in 
most places, as illustrated by 24 broods totaling 188 
young at the McClintic Wildlife Station, Mason Co., 
W. Va. (COH); and about 80 hatched from 9 nests 
at the Preston Laboratory near Butler, Pa. (FWP). At 
the McClintic Station 4 Hooded Merganser broods 
produced 29 young (COH), and females of this 
species were seen at Butler in June but were not 
known to nest (FWP). A brood of Gadwall was 
raised in Butler County, Pa., but not in the same loca- 
tion as in the past few years (FWP). A male Ruddy 
Duck at Youngstown, Ohio on July 30 was unusual 
(VPM). 

Hawks and Eagles——Sparrow Hawks are above 
normal numbers but most other species continue to 
decline. In northern West Virginia the Cooper's and 
Sharp-shinned Hawks have almost completely van- 
ished. An adult Bald Eagle was seen in Wetzel 
County, W. Va. in June (CLC). An Osprey seen at 
Demorest, Ga. on July 1 was unusual (EGN) and 
the first regional nesting of this species was re- 
ported from Chattanooga (RLC). 

Gallinaceous Birds——The wet, cool nesting season 
was rather disastrous to the upland game birds in 
West Virginia. Ruffed Grouse reproduction was re- 
ported as spotty, with no broods in some places, and 
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fair numbers of broods but with below normal num- 
bers per brood in other places. The Bobwhite had suf- 
fered badly in most of the state during the cold win- 
ter and nesting success was very poor. While more 
Turkeys were produced in the mountain counties than 
last year, Conservation Commission personnel felt 
that there were fewer birds than last year (COH). 

Shorebirds and Gulls—A Wilson’s Plover was 
found at Chattanooga, Tenn. on June 24 (RLC). Most 
areas reported that Killdeer were very scarce and they 
were missing entirely from Indiana, Pa. (CDW). In 
many places Spotted Sandpipers were also in below 
normal numbers. Several Upland Plovers were re- 
ported from Clarksville, Pa. (RKB), but they were 
absent from their breeding grounds in Crawford 
County, Pa. (RFL) and did not appear on the Berkeley 
County, W. Va. breeding area until July 22 (CM). 

The advance, guard of the fall shorebird flight ap- 
peared on time, but in small numbers with no ex- 
ceptional occurrences. Water levels were generally so 
high that shorebird habitat was almost completely 
missing. 

Summering, but non-nesting, Ring-billed Gulls were 
reported from Youngstown, Ohio (VPM) and In- 
diana, Pa. (CDW). Five Caspian Terns were present 
near Youngstown, Ohio in July and were seen feed- 
ing young on Aug. 12. It is fairly certain, however, 
that these birds were not hatched locally (VPM, HH). 

Doves, Cuckoos, and Goatsuckers —Mourning Doves 
were in good numbers throughout the Region and 
although the early nesting attempts generally failed 
the later nesting season was good, and broods were 
still in the nest as late as Aug. 9 at East Liverpool, 
Ohio (NL). 

After two years of very high numbers the Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo has subsided to about normal, although 
Black-bills have become increasingly common to the 
south. A Black-bill was netted at Elizabethton, Tenn. 
on June 11 (LRH) and one was seen at Demorest, Ga. 
on June 19 (EGN). 

Whip-poor-wills continue to be scarce at Morgan- 
town (MB), and in Columbiana County, Ohio (NL); 
they were absent at Indiana, Pa. (CDW) and nearly 
so at Clarksville, Pa. (RKB), although some increase 
was noted in Greenbrier County, W. Va. (MB). Com- 
mon Nighthawks continue to increase in those towns 
such as Wheeling, W. Va. (CLC) and Morgantown, 
where they were absent a few years ago. 

Swifts, Hummingbirds, and Woodpeckers —Chim- 
ney Swifts failed to nest at the Preston Laboratories 
near Butler, Va. (FWP) and were scarce at Indiana, 
Pa. (CDW). Ruby-throated Hummingbirds are ap- 
parently doing well and at least two reporters com- 
mented on the unusually high number of nests they 
had seen. 

On the good news side come reports that the almost 
vanished Red-headed Woodpecker nested at Morgan- 
town (MB) for the first time in many years, and at 
Youngstown, six were seen at one time in one tree 
(ED). 

Flycatchers, Swallows, and Corvids—Eastern Phoe- 
bes remain at low levels in most places althcugh they 
were considered to be up slightly in Demorest, Ga. 
(EN). Traill’s Flycatcher continues its range expan- 
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sion southward and downward. At Elizabethton, Tenn. 
15 adults were netted and banded (LRH); they were 
considered plentiful at Morgantown (MB), at Clarks- 
ville, Pa. (RKB), and at Indiana, Pa. (CDW); while 
at Wheeling, a male sang on territory for the second 
year, but nesting was not proved (CLC). Least Fly- 
catchers were found nesting at Calcutta, Ohio, very 
low elevation (NL) and continue to be common at the 
lower elevations around Morgantown (MB). A very 
late migrant Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was seen at 
Ashton, W. Va. on June 11 (TDI) and a very early 
fall migrant was netted at Rector, Pa. on July 24 
(RCL) and at Meadville, Pa. on Aug. 6 (RFL). 

At Warren, Pa. an estimated 60 Tree Swallows were 
fledged from the bluebird nesting boxes, about as last 
year, and the colony of Bank Swallows there had a 
good year with some 200 birds present after the close 
of nesting (WLH). Barn Swallows are still down in 
numbers, although they have increased over last year. 
From northern Pennsylvania came reports of new Cliff 
Swallow colonies, two near Meadville (RCL), and one 
near Warren (WLH), although in Crawford County 
there were fewer Cliff Swallows present in the late 
summer congregations of swallows than normally 
(RFL). In the West Virginia mountains, Maurice 
Brooks was unable to locate any nesting Cliff Swal- 
lows. There was a small colony at Bittinger, Md. 

Two nests of the Black-billed Magpie and perhaps 
15 birds were located at Highland Park, Pittsburgh, 
Pa. (JG). Magpies also were sighted elsewhere in the 
city. These may not all be descendants of the few es- 
capees of some years ago. The Blue Jay range expan- 
sion into the Ohio Valley continues. 

Wrens, Mimids.—House Wrens remained as late as 
June 15 at Demorest, Ga. (EGN) and at Elizabethton, 
Tenn. they have nearly completely replaced the Bewick’s 
Wren (LRH). Elsewhere they were common and seem 
to have completely recovered from the low popula- 
tions of a year or two ago. Bewick’s Wrens continue 
to be scarce, although one reported from French Creek, 
W. Va. was the first in at least ten years (MB). Only 
single birds were reported at Elizabethton and Clarks- 
ville. The Carolina Wren picture is rather variable; 
at Morgantown they are back to normal (MB); up 
slightly at Elizabethton (LRH); remain low at Clarks- 
ville (RKB) and Huntington, W. Va. (TDI); but 
continue to decrease at Sewickley, Pa. (CHLS). 

Catbirds were numerous at Indiana, Pa. (CDW), 
but at Rector, Pa. it was observed that in late summer 
only 11 per cent of the Catbirds banded were im- 
matures, indicating a poor nesting season (RCL). In 
Berkeley County, W. Va. Mockingbirds were at their 
lowest populations in about 20 years. It was suggested 
that the tremendous increase in the grackle population 
was in part responsible (CM). On the other hand, this 
species continues to spread in the northwestern part of 
the Region. 

Thrushes and Waxwings—Nearly all observers 
were unanimous in stating that the Robin has had a 
banner nesting season and that any population deficit 
has been made up. Wood Thrushes were considered to 
be low at East Liverpool, Ohio (NL). Hermit 
Thrushes were missing from Gaudineer Knob in the 
Cheat Mountains, one of their important West Vir- 
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ginia breeding stations (MB), but elsewhere in the 
West Virginia mountains they were present, although 
in low numbers. 

Eastern Bluebirds were generally scarce at the start 
of the nesting season but good numbers of young were 
raised and the population may be on the way back. At 
Warren, Pa. the remarkable “Operation Bluebird” nest- 
ing project developed by William Highhouse continues 
to be successful. This year 53 pairs of Eastern Bluebirds 
fledged 181 young on the first nesting attempts and 
25 pairs raised 86 on second nestings. Thus 267 young 
birds fledged compared with 211 last year and 289 in 
1959. The number of nesting pairs was noticeably less 
than in 1959 (78 to 98) even though production was 
nearly as high, the difference being accounted for by 
the elimination of the larvae of screw worm flies. 
Highhouse feels that his 100 boxes are capable of 
producing about 1000 bluebirds every four years. 

The first nesting record for Hamilton County, Tenn. 
of the Cedar Waxwing was made on July 9 (RLC). 

Warblers.—Practically all species were in good 
numbers and had a good nesting season at lower ele- 
vations, but reports were lacking about the high moun- 
tain species. Yellow Warblers and Yellow-breasted 
Chats were especially common. Nesting Prothonotary 
Warblers were found at two places near Huntington, 
W. Va. (TDI) and again at Hartstown, Pa. (RFL). 
Blue-winged Warblers seem to be staging a boom. 
They were more than usually common in the upper 
Ohio Valley (NL) and singing males were reported 
through June at Sewickley, Pa. (CHLS) and Clarks- 
ville, Pa. (RKB). A female Cerulean Warbler in full 
breeding condition netted at Elizabethton on June 24 
was considered unusual (LRH), although this species 
was considered to be at an all time low at Clarksville, 
Pa. (RKB). The Brooks Bird Club Foray found Black- 
burnian Warblers nesting in the Ohio Valley in Wet- 
zel County, W. Va. which is much lower than they 
had been thought to occur in the state. Prairie War- 
blers are increasing and spreading their range. The 
most outstanding record of the summer was the loca- 
tion by the Brooks Bird Club Foray of three breeding 
stations for the Yellow-throated Warbler in Wetzel 
and Doddridge Counties, W. Va. This extends the 
known-range in the state some 100 miles to the north. 
At Charleston, W. Va. this species continues to in- 
crease (GFH). 

Icterids and Tanagers—The blackbird explosion 
may have leveled off, but the populations of Redwings 
and Common Grackles are extremely high. The Brown- 
headed Cowbird seems to have caught the familial 
urge and is increasing, and again this year it remained 
until late June in northern Georgia (EGN). At most 
places Baltimore Orioles are at very high population 
levels. The Orchard Oriole is increasing northward; 
this year it increased at Wheeling, W..Va. (CLC) and 
Morgantown (GAH) and at Etna, Pa. the first Alle- 
gheny County nesting in over fifty years was reported 
(JG). 

A Western Meadowlark was heard in Lincoln 
County, W. Va. on June 19 (NL), following the first 
record for the state which was made in May at a loca- 
tion nearly 300 miles farther east. On June 13 a Yel- 


low-headed Blackbird was seen at Indiana, Pa. 
(CDW). 

Summer Tanagers are increasing northwards; they 
nested at Fairmont, W. Va. (LM), and Morgantown 
(MB). 

Finches and Sparrows.—It appears that a Fringillid 
explosion is also to follow the recent icterid ex- 
plosion. The Indigo Bunting is normally the most 
common bird of the brushy second growth on the Ap- 
palachian hills but from all over the Region come 
reports of unusually high populations. Common Gold- 
finches also are sharing in this increase. 

The Brooks Bird Club Foray found Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks in Wetzel County, W. Va. which is some- 
what lower and more southern than normal. Purple 
Finches were reported in June from several places in 
Highland County, Va. (FRS), and at Youngstown, 
Ohio the species was absent, after having nested there 
for some years (VPM). One was seen at East Liver- 
pool, Ohio on June 28 (NL) and an adult and an im- 
mature were banded at Indiana, Pa. on July 28. Red 
Crossbills were reported from Warren County, Pa. on 
June 31 (WLH); near Abingdon, Washington Co., 
Va. on June 10-11 (FRS, the first summer record for 
Virginia in many years); and on the Roaring Plains, 
Tucker Co., W. Va. on July 3 (MB). 

Both the Savannah and Grasshopper Sparrows were 
above normal numbers throughout the Region. In 
Berkeley County, W. Va., for example, 27 singing 
male Grasshopper Sparrows were counted on a two 
mile trip (CM). Henslow’s Sparrow has been con- 
spicuous by its absence for several years, but this year 
reports came from all over northern West Virginia and 
the numbers were unusually high. 

Contributors.—Ralph K. Bell, Maurice Brooks, Rock 
L. Comstock, Jr., Charles L. Conrad, Evan Dressel, 
Joseph Grom, Charles O. Handley, Howard Heimer- 
dinger, Lee R. Herndon, William L. Highhouse, 
George F. Hurley, Tom. D. Igou, Mrs. Nevada Lai- 
tsch, Robert C. Leberman, Ronald F. Leberman, Mrs. 
Lena McBee, Vincent P. McLaughlin, Clark Miller, 
Edward G. Nichols, J. B. Owen, Glen Phillips, F. W. 
Preston, C. H. L. Schuette III, F. R. Scott, Mrs. Cora 
D. Williams—GeEorGE A. HALL, Department of 
Chemistry, West Virginia University, Morgantown, 


W’. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—The tem- 
perature was nearly normal throughout the Region. In 
the southern half of Wisconsin and in the northern 
counties it was extremely dry during June and the first 
half of July. There was a short spell of wet weather 
the last half of July, but in the first half of August 
the whole state became dry (Sam Robbins). During a 
severe storm, June 1, in the Detroit, Mich. area, 
heavy rain, hail and high winds caused flooding and 
may have damaged ground nests (Alice Kelley). Sev- 
eral counties in western and northwestern Minnesota 
were declared disaster areas because of drought. This 
drought must have affected nesting (Lupient). 
Loons, Gre bes.- Red-necked, Western, Pied-billed, 
Eared and Horned Grebes nested in the Agassiz 
National Wildlife Refuge, Marshall, Minn. There 
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was no report of numbers or success (Don Per- 
kuchin). A Western Grebe nest containing one egg 
was found in Nicollet County, Minn., June 24; the 
egg was collected (Ron Huber). 

Herons, Bitterns—About 50 Common Egret nests 
were found on Stoney Island, Detroit River (Nickell). 
Least Bitterns were abundant in Roscommon County, 
Mich. Six nests were found on July 2 (Nickell), and 
three nests, two with eggs on July 9 (S. Postupal- 
sky). 

Geese—In the Seney National Wildlife Refuge, 
Mich. the summer resident population of Canada 
Geese numbered about 400. The first brood was re- 
ported on May 7 (Manager). They nested also in the 
Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge, Marshall Co., 
Minn. (Perkuchin). 

Hawks.—A Bald Eagle nest containing 2 young 
was found in Itasca State Park, Minn. (John Tester). 
A pair that regularly nested in previous years in 
Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge, Minn. was un- 
successful this summer (Perkuchin). A Bald Eagle 
survey in Michigan showed 11 productive nests and 
17 young for the entire state. There are records of 
about 100 recent nest locations of which 22 were not 
used this year and 24 that were known to be occu- 
pied failed to produce young (Postupalsky). Two 
Bald Eagles were seen near Fairview, Mich. and 
there was an unconfirmed report of nesting in the 
vicinity (Philip Stutesman). A Goshawk nest with 
one young was found on June 22 in Chippewa Coun- 
ty, Mich. (Postupalsky). A Turkey Vulture nest 
containing 2 eggs was found, June 17, in Oceana 











County, Mich.; the eggs hatched, June 24 (L. H. 
Walkinshaw ). 
Cranes and Rails —Five Sandhill Crane nests with 


2 eggs each were found in Haehule Sanctuary in Mud 
Lake, Mich. All eggs hatched (Walkinshaw). A 
juvenile King Rail was found dead in early July, 
Portage County, Wis. (Fran Hamerstrom); 2 adults 
and 5 young were noted in Manitowoc County, Wis., 
July 18 (John Kraupa). 

Gulls, Terns——Black Terns were nesting in large 
numbers in Roscommon County, Mich. (Nickell). 
Nests were found with eggs still unhatched, July 9 
(Postupalsky). 

Doves.—In Calhoun County, Mich. in 1960 four 
sets of 2 eggs each were produced in a Mourning 
Dove's nest, all banded. In this same nest two sets 
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of 2 have been raised thus far in 1961 and in a 
third nesting one egg was destroyed. The young left 
the third nest on Aug. 15 (Walkinshaw). A Mourn- 
ing Dove's nest holding 2 eggs was found on the 
ground, April 14, near Sturgis, Mich. (Oscar Bryens). 
One was building a nest, April 12, in Chippewa 
Falls, Wis. (C. A. Kemper). 

Owls.—A Barn Owl returned to its usual nesting 
place in Ozaukee County, Wis. May 15 (Mary 
Donald). A pair of Barn Owls had a nest with 6 
eggs in Fond du Lac, Wis., April 20 (Dan Berger). 
The following report came too late to be included in 
1960 records: a nest with 5 Barn Owls was found 
on July 27, 1960 in a barn owned by Art Shadel, 
Fort Atkinson, Wis. 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—A pair of Western King- 
birds nested successfully at Hudson, Wis. On July 
30 a parent was feeding 3 young that had fledged 
(Robbins). There were five Acadian Flycatcher nests 
in Muskegon County, Mich. and twelve nests in 
Calhoun County, Mich. The birds began nesting late; 


one nest had 2 newly hatched young, Aug. 17 
(Walkinshaw). Seven nests of Traill’s Flycatcher 
were found in Calhoun County, Mich. and three nests 


in Muskegon, Mich. Eight of the ten nests produced 
young. Two young 32 days old were caught 100 ft. 
from their nest and one young 28 days old was 
caught 175 ft. from its nest (Walkinshaw). Eastern 
Phoebes continue to be very scarce in the Detroit, 
Mich. area (Kelley). One nest containing five young 
was reported in St. Clair County (Warren Lamb); 
one in Oakland County with 2 cowbird young and 
no phoebes, and one nest in Cheboygan. Field ob- 
servations were made every weekend (Postupalsky). 
The nest of a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher containing 
4 eggs was found in a spruce-cedar swamp in Mar- 
quette County (Postupalsky and Richard Gysen- 
dorfer). This seems to be the first nesting record for 
the county. There are only five previous records for 
the state cited in “Birds of Michigan,’ 1959 (Kelley). 
Cliff Swallows were building nests in Stevens County, 
Minn., July 17 (Del Holdgrafer). 

Titmice, Nuthatches—Young Tufted Titmice were 
found in two separate areas in Hennepin County, 
Minn. Titmice were singing and calling in a third 
wooded area in Hennepin County during the sum- 
mer, and presumably they nested (Lupient). On Aug. 
4 an immature Red-breasted Nuthatch was picked up 
in the Detroit, Mich. area. It later died evidently of 
DDT poisoning. There is one previous survey nest 
record in this area for this species and also a sight 
record of an adult there during the nesting season 
(Kelley). 

Wrens —A colony of eight Short-billed Marsh 
Wrens was seen on Aug. 5. Others were singing and 


they had apparently nested at Onaway, Mich. (Stutes- 
man). 
Thrushes.—Eastern Bluebirds were very scarce in 


the Detroit area, but more plentiful in northern 
Michigan. Robins increased somewhat after a virtual 
absence of three years or more (Kelley). In the 
southern part of Wisconsin, Robins continued to 
suffer wherever spraying was carried on for Dutch 
Elm Disease (Robbins). In Minnesota, Robins were 
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common in most sections except where there was 
severe drought (Lupient). 

W’arblers—Two nests of Prothonotary Warblers 
were found on June 18 in Calhoun County, Mich.: 
6 eggs in one; 5 young in the other. One nest in 
Oceana County, Mich. had 5 young on June 10, and 
one in Muskegon County, Mich. had 5 young on 
July 4. A nest with 2 young and 2 infertile eggs was 
found, June 15, Calhoun County. A Black-throated 
Green Warbler nest with one young was found on 
July 2, Muskegon County. Three young left a Ceru- 
lean Warbler nest, Calhoun County, June 18. A young 
bird from another nest was found nearby, June 20. 
The nest of a Louisiana Waterthrush containing 3 
eggs was found in Oceana County, Mich. June 16, 
later destroyed. A young bird from another nest in 
the same area was taken on July 4 (Walkinshaw). 

Blackbirds.—Eight active nests of Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds were found in Bay County, Mich. all with 
eggs or young (Lamb). Only one previous nest record 
of this species has been cited for Michigan (Kelley). 
Three nests of Brewer's Blackbirds, each with 4 
young, were found in Bay County, June 10 (Lamb). 
Finches —Two immature Purple Finches were 
caught in a banding net in Oakland County, Mich., 
July 21 (Nickell). There are only two previous 
records of nesting in the Detroit area (Kelley). 

Correction—June 1961 p. 332, Finches. The 
statement “These finches also were uncommon in 
Wisconsin,” should read, “These Finches were also 
uncommon in southern Wisconsin’ (Soulen) —MArRyY 
LupieNt, Museum of Natural History, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—The 
retarded spring was followed by an unseasonable, cool 
period through early July in most of the Region. 
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June temperatures were strikingly cold in Ohio 
(Cleveland, 39°, June 16) and Kentucky (Louisville, 
51°, June 24; 53°, June 28). July began as a cool 
month (Cleveland, record low of 43°, July 9; Louis- 
ville, 52°, July 9), but approached normal toward 
the end. August temperatures were near average. 
June precipitation was variable; Iowa and Kentucky 
were relatively dry. Rain in July was generally above 
normal; August averaged near normal. 

Although several cooperators expressed opinions 
that the cool, wet spring and early summer were 


detrimental to nesting birds, few numerical data were 
presented to substantiate these impressions. Mrs. H. A. 
Baker, at New Castle, Ind., was an exception; she 
termed the season “the most unsuccessful’ she had 
observed there. Numerous nests containing eggs or 
nestlings were deserted; in addition, chipmunks 
(Tamias striatus) evidently destroyed many nests. 

Cormorant, Herons.—A breeding colony of Double- 
crested Cormorants near Clinton, Iowa contained 11 
nests. This colony is at least 15 years old and original- 
ly had 25 nests; it gets smaller each year (Peter 
Petersen, Jr.). About 400 Great Blue Herons were 
noted all summer on the Chautauqua Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, Havana, Ill.; there is no rookery on this 
refuge (K. Duane Norman). Relatively few Little 
Blue Herons were reported. Common Egrets were 
abundant in Illinois (300, Chautauqua, Aug. 18, 
KDN; 500, Quincy area, T. E. Musselman) and had 
a “good year’ in Indiana (Bruce Fall; Charles E. 
Keller). A flock of 14, flying in V-formation, passed 
north along Lake Michigan at Wilmette, Ill. on Aug. 
5 (Robert Russell). Six nests of Yellow-crowned 
Night Herons were under incubation in late April 
at Cherokee Park, Louisville (Mrs. Frederick W. 
Stamm; Joseph Croft). Least Bitterns showed an 
increase in the Gary, Ind. area; Green Herons and 
Black-crowned Night Herons were also more abun- 
dant there (Raymond Grow). 

W aterfowl—The 14 Canada Geese that summered 
at the Squaw Creek Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Mound 
City, Mo. evidently did not nest (Kenneth Krumm). 
At Crabtree Lake, near Barrington, Ill., 102 adults 
and young were counted in early July (RR). Two 
adult Blue Geese spent the summer on a small farm 
pond near La Grange, Ill.; they were not cripples 
(Henry Harford, et al., fide TEM). The Black Duck 
was a more common nester than usual in the dunes 
of northwestern Indiana (RG). Three Am. Widgeon 
summered near Barrington (RR). Wood Duck re- 
production was good throughout the Region. A female 
Ruddy Duck and two young were seen in early July 
near Gary (RG). 

Hawks, Gallinaceous Birds, Gallinules, Coots.—An 
adult Mississippi Kite was sighted (no date) near 
Grand Tower, Ill. (Larry L. Hood). Only 21 boom- 
ing male Greater Prairie Chickens could be found 
in northwestern Indiana this season; there is no hope 
that this bird can be saved there. Nesting Common 
Gallinules and Am. Coots were almost eliminated on 
43-acre Swan Lake, near Iowa City, Iowa, when the 
Muskrat population suddenly increased and most of 
the emergent vegetation was removed by these ani- 
mals. In 1960 there were 100 Am. Coots present— 
in 1961, 2 nests; Common Gallinules nested there in 
1960, but not in 1961 (Fred W. Kent). 

Shorebirds, Terns —The Upland Plover continued 
its increase in the Davenport, Iowa area (PP, Jr.) and 
6 pairs nesting on the Quincy, Ill. airport were more 
than last year (TEM). Lesser Yellowlegs were 
present at Squaw Creek, June 18 (3) and July 2 
(KK, ef al.). Three White-rumped Sandpipers and a 
Dunlin lingered until June 16 at Cleveland (Vera 
Carrothers). A “‘flock’” of Semipalmated Sandpipers 
was near Atlas, Ill. on June 7 (TEM). There were 
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many early July sightings of shorebirds; since most 
of these should more properly be considered fall 
migrants, they are not included. Wilson’s Phalarope 
enjoyed a good breeding season at the 103rd Street 
cinder flats, Chicago, Ill. Twelve nests were found 
and 29 young were banded by Harold Fetter and 
Helen Lane. One nest, incubated by a male phalarope, 
contained 2 Spotted Sandpiper eggs and 4 phalarope 
eggs. After both sandpiper eggs and one phalarope 
egg hatched, the incubating bird deserted the nest 
and cared for the young. A Forster's Tern was ob- 
served at Lafayette, Ind., June 1 (BF, Peter Burr); 
a Least Tern there, July 14, was the first local record 
(Irving W. Burr). The Least Tern nesting colony 
near Shawneetown, Ill. was active when visited on 
June 10 (Lewis Blevins, Dale Dickinson, fide PP, Jr.). 
Two Caspian Terns flew northward at Wilmette, 
July 5 (RR). Black Terns failed to nest along the 
Cleveland lakefront this season (William & Nancy 
Klamm, fide Bertram C. Raynes). 

Dove, Cuckoos, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers. — 
Mourning Dove production was down 50 per cent 
at Mt. Vernon, Mo. (Harriet Howe). Rain and high 
wind destroyed many nests at Chautauqua (KDN); 
at New Castle there was a 100 per cent loss of eggs 
and nestlings in April and May (Mrs. HAB). Both 
cuckoos were more common at Des Moines, Iowa, 
where an increase in tent caterpillars was evident 
(Joseph Kennedy). Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
were scarce at Carbondale, Ill. (LLH) and Cleveland 
(Owen Davies), down 50 per cent following the 
late May freeze at New Castle (Mrs. HAB), but 
increased at Canton, Ohio (Robert E. Ball). Red- 
headed Woodpeckers appear to have increased in 
Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, and Kentucky; a nest failed 
at Wilmette when both adults succumbed to a tree 
spray (RR). 

Flycatchers—The Eastern Kingbird has increased 
from 2 nesting pairs in 1958 to 10 pairs in 1961 in 
eastern Wilmette (RR). The Eastern Phoebe is back 
to normal numbers at Utica, Ohio (Mrs. C. R. 
Wagner), still down at Louisville (Mrs. FWS), and 
at the same level as the past several years at Des 
Moines; at the latter place, populations have been 
stationary ‘for some years’ and no “‘disaster’’ has been 
evident (Woodward H. Brown). One male disap- 
peared at New Castle after the mid-April snowstorm; 
2 pairs that were constructing nests there in May 
were not seen after May 28 (Mrs. HAB). The 
Acadian Flycatcher was scarce in Dunes State Park, 
Ind. (RG). The first local nest of Traill’s Flycatcher 
was found at Louisville by Joseph Croft. An Olive- 
sided Flycatcher at Cleveland, June 13, was late 
(OD). 

Swallows, Creeper, Wrens.—Swallows had a most 
successful season at Chautauqua, where 6000 (Tree, 
Bank, Barn, and Cliff) were noted in July and 
August (KDN). There were practically no Rough- 
winged Swallows at Louisville (Mrs. FWS) and 
numbers were down at Cleveland (OD). A Cliff 
Swallow colony near Utica had 3 pairs of birds in 
1960, but 12 nests this year (Mrs. CRW). A new 
breeding station for the Cliff Swallow was obtained 
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near Kewanna, Ind. (2 nests, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Horney, fide Dorthy Buck). Several nests of Purple 
Martins were found in rotting trees near Clinton. 
Iowa (PP, Jr.). A Brown Creeper nest at Cleveland 
produced 3 young (WK, NK). The House Wren 
population at Louisville was below normal (Mrs. 
FWS); 42 per cent of 12 nests under observation at 
New Castle failed to produce young (Mrs. HAB). 
The first local nest of the Short-billed Marsh Wren 
at Davenport was discovered, Aug. 8 (PP, Jr.). This 
wren was more common than usual at Lafayette (7, 
Aug. 16, PB, BF). 

Mimic Thrushes, Thrushes, Vireos—A_ breeding- 
bird census at Des Moines showed an increase from 41 
to 75 Catbirds and from 45 to 68 Brown Thrashers 
between 1960 and 1961 (WHB). The number of 
Robins on the above census dropped from 134 adults 
in 1960 to 94 in 1961; several were found dead after 
DDT spraying of elm trees. Some Robins also were 
killed by sprays at Wilmette (RR). A successful nest 
of Robins at Iowa City was on the ground along a 
country road (FWK). Robins were back to normal 
numbers at New Castle (Mrs. HAB), but greatly re- 
duced (1 pair where normally 5 or 6 pairs) at Utica 
(Mrs. CRW). The Eastern Bluebird showed some 
increase at Mt. Vernon, Mo. (HH), Carbondale 
(LLH) and Decatur, Ill. (C. Turner Nearing), and 
Des Moines (JK). Near Quincy it has started to re- 
cover (hatch up 8 per cent, TEM). However, de- 
creases were reported at Gary (RG) and Louisville 
(Mrs. FWS). Near Iowa City, young from the first 
brood assisted in feeding the second brood (FWK). 
White-eyed Vireos were noted at Baileytown, Ind. 
(RG), Des Moines (WHB, JK), and Cleveland 
(OD). The Bell’s Vireo returned to a nesting station 
in Porter County, Ind., after an absence of 2 years 
(RG). A Solitary Vireo’s nest found on June 24 near 
Cleveland was the first since 1938 (OD). 

Warblers, Icterids, Tanagers, Fringillids —Several 
species of warblers lingered later than usual at Cleve- 
land, as follows: Nashville, June 13 (OD); Black- 
burnian, June 24, 2 females carrying food (OD); 
Chestnut-sided, June 19 (VC); Blackpoll, June 3 
(BCR). The last nesting record of Blackburnian War- 
blers near Cleveland was in 1934 (OD). Bobolinks 
remained and evidently nested near Des Moines (JK). 
A singing Western Meadowlark near Mt. Zion, Ill. 
was the first local sighting for 15 years (CTN). Yel- 
low-headed Blackbirds have decreased at Squaw Creek 
(KK). There were two reports of Summer Tanagers 
at Cleveland (fide BCR) and a nest was found near 
Muscatine, Iowa (fide FWK; PP, Jr.). It was another 
good “Dickcissel year’’ over the Region. The Purple 
Finch probably nested at Cleveland, where adults with 
immatures were seen (BCR). Red Crossbills ap- 
peared at Beverly Shores, Ind. (2, July 2, Charles 
Clark) and at Elyria, Ohio (2, June 2, Perry F. John- 
son, fide BCR). A Lapland Longspur at the Holden 
Arboretum, Cleveland, June 24, certainly was “‘out of 
season” (OD).—RussELL E. MUMFORD, Department 
of Forestry and Conservation, Purdue University, La- 
fayette, Ind. 
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CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—One would 
expect that the above average rainfall and below aver- 
age temperatures this summer would provide con- 
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ditions conducive to successful nesting. Even the rela- 
tive hardship of the usual late-summer dryness was 
eliminated by the extra moisture. Nevertheless, some 
birds were less abundant than normally in some areas. 
In noting this scarcity in the Osprey, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Crested Flycatcher, Pine Warbler and Or- 
chard Oriole at Pensacola, Francis Weston remarks 
that ‘‘the great scarcity of nesting birds . . . seems to 
be progressive and is the worst this summer that I 
have ever known.” Farther to the north and west, 
in the Mississippi River Valley, M. G. Vaiden de- 
scribes a harmful result of the abundant rainfall at 
Rosedale where water covered the flood plain in late 
spring and early summer. He notes the probable 
“.. . great loss of all types of game and the loss of 
many nestlings of small birds as well.” Returning 
again to the coast, the Brown Pelican still is declining 
in abundance in an important nesting colony there. 

Otherwise, and more in line with expectation, evi- 
dences of population increases and of extensions in 
breeding ranges dominated the reports of the avian 
summer scene. Sometimes the range expansions were 
documented by evidence of actual or attempted breed- 
ing, although often breeding merely was a tacit in- 
ference, unsubstantiated, derived from the occurrence 
of birds in extralimital locations, frequently males in 
apparent breeding readiness. Also, as will be em- 
phasized with respect to particular cases which follow, 
some apparent “range extensions’ were probably the 
result of recent intensive field work in areas where the 
species concerned have existed for some time. The 
reader will recognize that many of the range expan- 
sions noted below are current documentary links in a 
chain of progress reports from recent summers show- 
ing the gradual but persistent march of several species 
into new territory. Understandably, the predominate 
kind of movement in the Central Southern Region, a 
southern fringe to the continent, is a directional push 
southward by breeding birds, which do not yet nest, to 
the Gulf Coast. Other patterns are evident too, particu- 





larly eastward movements and consolidations of breed- 
ing ranges in areas already occupied sparingly. 

Although not as captivating as conspicuous range 
expansions, population increases within the regular 
breeding perimeters are probably more important to 
the immediate success of the species. Rated in this 
light the Robin and the Brown-headed Cowbird are 
eminently successful in Alabama where according to 
Thomas Imhof they are really increasing as 
breeders throughout the state.” Still more important 
is the status of the species that have exhibited drastic 
population lows the past few years. Only two of these 
nest to an appraisable extent in the Central Southern 
Region, and both, the Eastern Phoebe and Eastern 
Bluebird, showed a little increase in some areas, al- 
though the bluebird was still well below the popula- 
tion level that existed prior to the decline in 1958. 

Grebes and Pelicans—A lone Horned Grebe ob- 
served at Pass Christian, Mis:. on July 1 (LEW) and 
one or two seen repeatedly at Gulfport from June 5 
to Aug. 10 (HDH) were the first non-Florida records 
for July in the Region. The few summer Florida rec- 
ords of this grebe were increased by another at Pensa- 
cola, June 4 to July 5 (FMW). Although coastal sum- 
mer records of White Pelicans are fairly regular, in- 
land records, like the flock of 25 at Morganza, La. on 
July 4 (RFA) are still noteworthy. Farther north the 
first June record for Arkansas was obtained when 
a single bird was observed at Hartford on the 22nd 
(RC). The North Island colony in the Chandeleur 
chain of the Louisiana Gulf has yielded the most com- 
prehensive reports of breeding populations of the 
Brown Pelican in the years of declining numbers since 
1957. On May 21, 1961 there were 200 to 250 adult 
birds in the colony (SLW, SMR) but there were only 
about 100 nests (GV), increasing to about 150 nests 
by June 6 (JW, RA, JMV). This represented a fur- 
ther reduction from previous years and greatly dims 
the outlook for this species, despite the increasing 
numbers of recent sight records. 

Herons and Ducks.—In showing an apparent range 
consolidation near the coast, the Cattle Egret occurred 
this summer in northwestern Florida in places that fill 
in between areas where it has been reported previous- 
ly.-Small groups including immature birds were seen 
throughout July in coastal Escambia and Santa Rosa 
Counties in extreme western Florida (FMW ). Farther 
east, one was found at Defuniak Springs, Walton Co. 
on June 24 and 3 others were observed south of 
Wewahitchka in Gulf County on July 6 (HMS). 
Also, continuing the indications contained in the rec- 
ords last spring, additional suggestions of a northward 
inland extension of range in the Cattle Egret were im- 
plied by the records of 5 or more birds, both adults 
and immatures, at Jonesville, La. on June 13 (Shu- 
garts). Although Mallards have been observed in sum- 
mer months in Louisiana and Arkansas there has been 
no proof of nesting in these states except in extreme 
northeastern Arkansas (plus a case found by B. W. 
Beall of possibly wild birds producing young in 1960 
on the other side of the same state near Ft. Smith). 
This distributional anomaly was eliminated partially 
by finding in the wild a female Mallard and 7 duck- 
lings at DeVall’s Bluff, Ark. on May 13 (VGS) and 
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by the discovery of 2 nests, one on June 3, the other 
during the subsequent week, near Grand Chenier, La. 
(JL). Of course, records of this type always suggest 
the possibility that the birds involved are feral Mal- 
lards derived from domesticated strains. In the case 
of the Louisiana nests this possibility was reduced by 


the careful follow-up investigations conducted by 
John Lynch, who hatched both clutches in an incuba- 
tor and then analyzed the morphology of the juvenile 
plumages with respect to the findings of his careful 
and thorough researches into the differences between 
wild and barnyard Mallards. So far little doubt re- 
mains that both nests were of full-blooded wild Mal- 
lards. Mr. Lynch is hopeful of using this stock as a 
starter for producing releasable Mallard populations 
that are physiologically and by behavior suited for 
nesting in the vast Gulf marshes of the southern 
states, thus supplementing the supply of this popular 
game species—now diminishing due to combined wet- 
land drainage and drought in the northern breeding 
grounds. The report of a lone female Oldsquaw on 
July 6 at Gulfport (HDH) constituted the first sum- 
mer record of this species in the Region. The pos- 
sibility of such an occurrence was enhanced this sum- 
mer by the high abuudance of Oldsquaws in the south- 
ern states last winter, followed by some unusually late 
spring dates. 

Limpkin, Rails, Gallinules.—A Limpkin, a remark- 
able state record for Tennessee, was found at Radnor 
Lake near Nashville on June 10 (DM) and was 
studied again the next day by a coterie of observers 
(JCO, HEP, ARM, WHH). For a half an hour the 
bird was observed closely, up to fifty feet with 7 X 35 
binoculars, feeding in the shallow water that inun- 
dated the forest at the edge of the lake. “All field 
marks were easily seen’’ and the characteristic tail 
flicking, rapid jerky head movements, and outstretched 
neck in flight were noted. The source of this amazing 
vagrant is indeed a puzzle for the Limpkin is non- 
migratory and seldom is found very far beyond its 
breeding limits. The nearest resident Limpkins to 
Nashville are in Florida, and are rare in the part of 
Florida that is in the Central Southern Region. The 
report of a King Rail at Eudora, Ark. on Aug. 8, 
another with a brood on Aug. 19, and a Purple Gal- 
linule with a brood there on Aug. 11 (BM) con- 
stituted new breeding records in an area some 100 
miles from the nearest nesting localities in Arkansas. 
This range extension could be the artificial result of 
recent extensive field work; but it could be also the 
recent by-product of the pattern of water usage asso- 
ciated with rice farming which is developing rapidly 
in the area, thus attracting rails and gallinules from 
nearby rice areas in Mississippi. A Purple Gallinule, 
seen on Aug. 2 at Goose Pond in southern Coffey 
County, Tenn. was unusual (JCO). 

Stilt, Terns, Cuckoos, Goatsuckers—A couple of 
years ago Robert J. Newman found that the late July 
record of a dozen Black-necked Stilts at New Orleans 
was unusual to the point of being ‘‘perplexing.’”’ This 
season 25 pairs were observed there all summer 
(SAG), some 100 miles east of the normal breeding 
range, now suggesting establishment, although evi- 
dence of actual nesting was not submitted. Scattered 
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non-breeding Black Terns are observed regularly in 
summer throughout the Region, but this summer the 
high numbers of these birds prompted special com- 
ment. John Ogden remarked that the flock of 37 terns 
seen at Chaetum Dam in Chaetum County, Tenn., on 
July 16, was ‘‘much larger than the usual number for 
mid-summer’; M. G. Vaiden noted that it was ‘rather 
early for large flocks to be moving south” when 17 
were observed at Legion Lake in Mississippi on July 
12; and at Pensacola Frances Weston commented that 
“Black Terns are more abundant than I have ever 
known—through all of June and July,” adding that 
in the second week of August the total reached some 
3000 birds in one mile of shore and marsh area. Two 
pairs of Black-billed Cuckoos seen throughout the 
summer in northwestern Jefferson County, Ala. 
(CWS), were observed engaged in nest construction 
on May 8 and May 16 respectively, but both nests 
later were abandoned, one prior to egg laying, the 
other after 2 eggs were found broken beneath the nest. 
This finally substantiated the attempted breeding of 
this cuckoo in Alabama and culminated a sequence of 
June records in recent summers. Considering the loca- 
tion, over 100 miles south of the previously known 
breeding limit in Tennessee, Thomas Imhof suspects 
that the species also nests farther north in Alabama. 
The Whip-poor-will utilized valleys and ridges this 
summer not occupied previously within its Ozark 
breeding range near Hardy, Ark. (BBC). A slight in- 
crease in numbers also was noted in the Iuka, Miss. 
area near the southern edge of its range (BBC). 
Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows, Wrens.—Single Scis- 
sor-tailed Flycatchers at Magnolia, Ark. on May 21 
(PWM) and at Peveto Beach, Cameron Parish, La. 
on June 24 (JPG) suggested that these two segments 
of its breeding range have been extended eastward, 
the latter just barely into southwestern Louisiana. 
Eastern Phoebes reappeared in some Alabama locali- 
ties where they have not been present recently (TAI). 
Two Horned Lark nests with eggs were collected near 
Holly Bluff in a field containing at least six pairs of 
birds (WHT, JHP), thus extending the breeding 
range about 70 miles southward in Mississippi. The 
50:50 ratio of dark- and light-breasted Barn Swallows 
at Fork Pike, La. on June 4 (over 75 birds, SAG) 
was the highest percentage yet reported of the recent- 
ly increasing number of dark-breasted birds in the 
coastal colonies. Just three years ago there were only 
“a few” dark-breasted birds at Fort Pike. To the north, 
the southern perimeter of the major portion of the 
breeding range of the Barn Swallow is still moving 
toward the disjunct coastal colonies. This summer's 
findings in culverts at two localities extended the 
known range southward some 30 miles to 33° Lat. in 
Mississippi (WHT, JPH)—a nest and 5 young at 
Kosciusko and a nest with 4 young at Louise. One 
old nest, probably from last year, was present at each 
site. Two early August records of the Short-billed 
Marsh Wren were obtained in areas where the status 
of this species is unknown: one at Goose Pond in 
southern Coffee County, Tenn. on the 2nd (JCO) 
and two on the 10th at Eudora, Ark. (BM). The lat- 
ter might indicate a southward extension in breeding 
range in conjunction with the recent rice farming in 
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southeastern Arkansas. This wren is known to be a 
late nester in rice fields farther north in the state. 
Bluebirds and Warblers—The Eastern Bluebird 
situation has not improved much this summer. In 
spite of a stepped-up production of nestlings in 
Amelia Laskey’s bluebird study area near Nashville, 
and the hopeful presence of small numbers at Pensa- 
cola (FMW), the numbers were far below normal in 
both areas. In Alabama the populations remained un- 
changed (TAI). Observations of Worm-eating War- 
blers at El Dorado, Calion and McNeil on several 
dates from late May to early June (PWM, CA, HHS, 
PP) reinforced the suggestion of breeding in southern 
Arkansas provided by the lone June record last year, 
which was the first such record. The same situation 
prevailed with respect to the Cerulean Warbler which 
was found in song from late June through mid-July 
at El Dorado and Calion (up to 4 birds—PWM, CB, 
HHS). Probably both of these discoveries originated 
not from a newly formed breeding distribution, but 
rather from the recent intensification of field study in 
the area. A collected male Worm-eating Warbler with 
enlarged testes, which was seen in company with an- 
other bird on May 31 at Laurel Hill, and the existence 
of another two birds together just a mile away, June 
22 (HMS), could mean that this species has moved 
southward and is breeding in northwestern Florida 
(submitted to Fla. Nat.). The finding of an Ovenbird 
nest with 3 eggs 13 miles east of Bessemer, Ala. on 
July 3 (CWS) was noteworthy because of the low 
elevation of only 650 feet. Ovenbirds nest farther 
south in Alabama but always above 1000 feet in the 
higher terrain to the east. The record marks an exten- 
sion of some 75 miles westward in middle Alabama 
and may be the lowest nesting elevation for Ovenbirds 
in the state. Farther north elevation is still an impor- 
tant factor in Ovenbird distribution. Two nests, one 
with eggs, were found in an area 20 miles south of 
Nashville, where several birds were seen from mid- 
May to mid-June (KAG). This marked the second in- 
stance of reported nesting in the central low area of 
Tennessee. Farther east at higher elevations, beginning 
at the Cumberland Plateau, they nest commonly. The 
observation from April 8 to May 8 of the nest of a 
Louisiana Waterthrush (from which 5 young were 
fledged): near Clear Spring in northern Walton Coun- 
ty, Fla. (HMS) confirmed the indirect evidence of 
nesting obtained last summer and conclusively es- 
tablished the species as a new breeding bird for 
Florida (submitted to Fla. Nat.). This again is a 
southward range extension. For the first time last year 
the Am. Redstart was found in breeding condition as 
far south as Florida and now another male was ob- 
served in full song on May 30 and 31 at Laurel Hill, 
at least 40 miles east of the original locality (HMS). 
Meadowlark, Cowbird, Fringillids —A report of the 
first nesting of the Western Meadowlark in Missis- 
sippi (Vaidens, Staples, JAF, BSV) conforms with 
the recent progressive southeastward spread of this 
species in winter and the increasing frequency of 
scattered summer records in the Region. Actually, as 
many as three pairs of birds were found near Rosedale 
on March 23, April 21, and June 10, respectively 
(MGV). The first pair was studied frequently for a 





total of over 100 hours by the Vaidens (nest and five 
eggs found on April 24) who noted the May 12 nest- 
departure date of the fledglings. One of the breeding 
areas is regularly occupied by Western Meadowlarks 
in winter, suggesting the nesting birds were permanent 
residents. It was only six years ago that the Brown- 
headed Cowbird was found breeding southward into 
western Florida. The ensuing range extension there 
has been rapid and is still progressing, currently ex- 
panding some 20 miles eastward along the Gulf coast, 
if the adult male seen near Dalkeith on July 6 (HMS) 
was indicative of a breeding population. Also on the 
same date near Dalkeith but representing a movement 
in the opposite direction along the coast, 4 Blue Gros- 
beaks found at 3 localities suggested a slight westward 
movement. This species has reached the Florida coast 
only in the last decade. If the single Chipping Spar- 
rows observed at Laurel Hill on May 19 and at 
Okaloo on May 30 (HMS) were nesting birds, they 
filled in part the unoccupied area between the western 
and eastern segments of the breeding range that exists 
at the North Florida latitude. A singing Field Sparrow 
found at Jackson’s Still, Walton Co., May 31, 3 seen 
at Lake Seminole the same day and 4 observed there 
on July 5, all in Jackson County (HMS), were sug- 
gestive of breeding activity and were the westernmost 
such records in Florida. The latter area is just across 
the lake from an established colony in Georgia. 

Contributors (in the alphabetic order of initials; 
sectional editors’ names in boldface).—Carl Amason, 
Ralph Andrews, Robert F. Andrle, B. W. Beall, 
Charles Born, Ben B. Coffey, Jr. (West Tennessee), 
Mrs. R. Corbin, J. Alan Feduccia, John P. Gee, Kath- 
erine A. Goodpasture, Sidney A. Gauthreaux, Henry 
D. Haberyan, W. H. Hon, Thomas A. Imhof (Ala- 
bama), Amelia R. Laskey, John Lynch, A. R. Munro, 
Brooke Meanley, D. Morlan, Philip W. Mattocks, Jr., 
Robert J. Newman (Louisiana), John C. Ogden 
(Middle Tennessee), H. E. Parmer, John H. Phares, 
Pat Parker, Stephen M. Russell, Beauvais Staples, Billy 
Smith-Vaniz, C. William Summerour, Ethel Staples, 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Shugart, Hank H. Shugart, Jr., 
Henry M. Stevenson, Virginia G. Springer, William 
H. Turcotte, G. Vantets, Jacob M. Valentine, Mr. and 
Mrs. M. G. Vaiden, Francis M. Weston (Northwest 
Florida), John Walther, L. E. Williams, Stuart L. 
Warter—Data compiled and analyzed by DouGLas 
JAMES and FRANCES CREWS JAMES, Department of 
Zoology, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Ark. 
and R. R. #3, Fayetteville, Ark. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—Pro- 
longed hot weather coupled with very little rainfall 
resulted in drought conditions nearly throughout the 
Region. A great majority of smaller bodies of water 
were dried up by mid-season and even lake and stream 
levels were lowered. Drought conditions were appar- 
ent early in the spring and a short growing season 
with stunted plant growth plus a loss of wetlands 
early in the season left a dismal scene. Temperatures 
were above normal and broke many records in Sas- 
katchewan. Sparse crops or none at all were reported 
throughout the northern section of the Region (e.g., 
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Yorkton district had its first real crop failure (SH) ). 
Naturally, waterfowl and other species dependent 
upon wetlands suffered greatly reduced production. 
In Canada the last report from Ducks Unlimited in- 
dicated a very low production of waterfowl on the 
prairies, but a good production was expected in the 
parkland regions farther north. Populations of water- 
fowl in Canada this year will thus be largely depend- 
ent on what the north produces (AG). In North 
Dakota prospects for waterfowl on the prairie pothole 
country are worse than during the “dirty thirties” 
(JCC). Diving ducks, in particular, appear to have 
suffered. On the other hand, species that thrive on 
dry conditions fared well, e.g., Lark Buntings, which 
became even commoner than last year in southern Sas- 
katchewan (SH); the increase of this species seems 
to represent a general northerly trend concomitant 
with the northern extension of the dry prairie region 
(RB). 

Grebes, Pelicans, Cormorants —Eared Grebes were 
“very successful’’ at Watertown, S. Dak. (LJM), 
“quite abundant” (e.g., 300 on the refuge, 500 to 700 
on Lake Nettie) and nesting in larger numbers than 
usual at Snake Creek Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cole- 
harbor, N. Dak. (DCMcG). They were present at 
Des Lacs Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. 
but it is doubtful if any nested (HLB). They did 
“very well” at Regina (FB). Pied-billed Grebes nested 
at Tewaukon Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Cayuga, N. Dak. 
but in only half the numbers observed in 1959 and 
1960 (JM). Western Grebes were present in large 
numbers at Des Lacs up to June 18 to 20, but appar- 
ently none nested (HLB). White Pelicans were noted 
at a few scattered localities but significant observations 
were made only at Quill Lakes, Sask. where one of 
the largest colonies in the Region failed to nest at all 
because of low water levels (SH). From 2000 to 3000 
Double-crested Cormorants were present and presumed 
nesting on Garrison Reservoir near Coleharbor 
(DCMcG); of course, none nested at Quill Lakes 
(SH). 

Egrets, Herons, Bitternsy—A Snowy Egret was 
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seen at Aarod Lake, Mont. (L. Moos, fide Mrs. PH) 
on June 16, the second seen by that observer in Mon- 
tana. Great Blue Herons were reported very scarce at 
Coleharbor but Black-crowned Night Herons were 
abundant, 250 being found in one rookery on Lake 
Nettie (DCMcG). They were common nesters at 
Watertown, S. Dak. (LJM). 

Candda Geese.—Surprisingly, reports on Canada 
Geese indicate a favorable season. They “did well” 
at Waubay Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Waubay, S. Dak. 
(LJM), had a “‘very good year” on Quill Lakes where 
an aerial survey in early July showed a remarkable 
number of maturing broods (SH) and Ducks Unlim- 
ited reported that they apparently did extremely well 
on the prairies despite drought conditions. Goose 
production in both Saskatchewan and Alberta was es- 
timated to be equally as good as that of 1960 (AG). 

Waterfowl._—W aterfowl production was quite high 
on some refuge waters, e.g., Tewaukon, where produc- 
tion was the best on record since 1956 (JBM), pre- 
sumably as the result of concentration of birds on 
available water. At Des Lacs, despite a favorable in- 
crease in breeding pairs, the number of broods seen 
was below normal (HLB). At Lostwood Nat'l Wild- 
life Refuge, Lostwood, N. Dak. the number of young 
ducks produced this year was approximately 450 as 
compared to 2541 last year (DNW). Fair to good 
nesting success was reported for dabbling ducks where 
there was water, though broods were slightly smaller 
than usual at Snake Creek (DCMcG). At Des Lacs, 
where 5 of 8 impoundments were reported dry or 
nearly dry, there was a drastic decline in Gadwall 
production, though a favorable increase for Mallards 
(HLB). Mallards were down considerably at Arrow- 
wood Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Kensal, N. Dak. (JRF). 
In Manitoba, diving duck broods were reported 75 per 
cent below 1960 (AG). At Arrowwood the most 
noticeable decline in production was noted especially 
in Canvasback, Redheads and Ruddy Ducks (JRF). 
Both Snake Creek and Des Lacs reported a complete 
absence of broods of Canvasback, Redheads and Lesset 
Scaup (DCMcG, HLB). Diving ducks also were re- 
ported “very poor’ at Watertown (LJM). 

Hawks, Eagles—Hawks of several species were 
reported present in usual numbers in North Dakota 
and South Dakota (DNW, JRF, LJM). Poor repro- 
ductive success for Red-tailed Hawks was reported at 
Spirit Lake, Sask. (WA). In southern Saskatchewan, 
in spite of an increase in Richardson’s Ground Squir- 
rels, Swainson’s Hawks were still not very common 
(SH). Golden Eagles seem to have fared well in the 
Big Muddy Valley and South Saskatchewan River val- 
ley—4 young were banded in 3 nests (SH) and 6 new 
nests, in addition to those reported in the previous 
season, were located (RC, SH). Active nests of 7 
Prairie Falcons and 1 Ferruginous Hawk were found 
during the same period; normal reproductive success 
was reported (RC). 

Grouse, Pheasants—Upland game species appear 
to have done well in most localities. Sharp-tailed 
Grouse dancing ground counts showed 439 males as 
compared to 103 last year at Lostwood and hatching 
success was good (DNW), but a decrease was noted 
at Snake Creek (DCMcG). They were seen in normal 











numbers at Arrowwood (JRF) and at Des Lacs 
(HLB). Ring-necked Pheasants were reported plenti- 
ful at Milbank, S. Dak. (LE). 

Coots—Although Am. Coots were very plentiful 
in some areas, e.g., Watertown (LJM), Upper Souris 
Nat’! Wildlife Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak. (JD), nest- 
ing success was generally low. At Upper Souris 161 
young were brought off by 448 breeding pairs. How- 
ever, at Snake Creek nesting success was reported as 
excellent (DCMcG). No young were seen at Des 
Lacs, the emergent vegetation required for nesting 
having been left high and dry by low water levels 
(HLB). 

Gulls, Terns.—At Freezeout Lake, Mont. on June 
17 to 18, 249 young Franklin’s Gulls were banded 
(L. Moos, fide Mrs. PH). Several thousand were pres- 
ent all summer at Tewaukon (but none nesting— 
JBM), 10,000 at the end of the season at Snake 
Creek (but none nested on the refuge—DCMcG), 
10,000 at Bengough, Sask. on July 30 (D. Wade, 
fide FB), and 10,000 (including Ring-billed Gulls) at 
Regina (FB). Grasshoppers were especially abundant 
in the northern section of the Region and several 
observers commented that the gulls were well fed on 
this account. Bonaparte’s Gulls appeared at Spirit Lake 
on July 27 and by Aug. 5, 70 were present (WA). 

Shorevirds—Piping Plovers were abundant nesters 
at Quill Lakes where receding water levels apparently 
provided optimum conditions (SH). Long-billed Cur- 
lews seemed in better than usual numbers in southern 
Saskatchewan (SH, RC) and 2 were banded at Aarod 
Lake, Mont. (L. Moos, fide Mrs. PH). Upland Plovers 
were reported very common at Watertown (LJM), 
abundant and nesting successfully at Snake Creek 
(DCMcG), but fewer than the previous season were 
seen at Des Lacs (HLB). Am. Avocets were numerous 
in several areas, but as pointed out at Des Lacs 
(HLB) production probably did not keep up with 
these increases since many appeared to be non-breeders. 
At Regina large numbers of Am. Avocets were at- 
tracted to the banks of the city sewage lagoon where 
50 nests were found (FB). Fall migration was noted 
at Spirit Lake with Long-billed Dowitchers and Lesser 
Yellowlegs appearing on July 2. Nine Northern Phal- 
aropes were counted on July 30 and on Aug. 11, 120 
were seen; this is the third year they have been seen 
here in the fall (WA). 

Owls.—Burrowing Owls were noted as abundant 
along a railroad right-of-way near Eston, Sask. where 
17 were seen along 29 miles of track (B. Richards, 
fide SH). Eight were counted at Regina on Aug. 2 
(FB). The species was reported absent at Watertown 
(LJM). The first nest record of a Barred Owl for 
Saskatchewan was made on June 4 (S. and A. Way- 
chesen, fide SH) 20 miles northeast of Kelvington. 
The 2 young in the nest were banded (SH). A Great 
Gray Owl was noted on July 7 and July 8 at Spirit 
Lake (WA); it was reported as quite unafraid of the 
observer. Short-eared Owls were ‘‘abnormally high” at 
Tewaukon (JBM), “common” at Watertown (LJM) 
but not otherwise mentioned. 

Flycatchers, Swallows —Western Kingbirds were 
noted nesting at Saskatoon, Sask. where they were 
previously rare or unknown as nesters (RB). Two 





nests of the Western Flycatcher were carefully stud- 
ied, one near Rapid City, S. Dak. on June 29 (5 
eggs), the other near Hill City, Aug. 2 (2 young— 
NRW ). Bank Swallows seemed increasing or moving: 
they appeared to be more plentiful at Milbank (LE), 
a new colony was reported at Spirit Lake (WA) and 
a very large build-up was noted at Tewaukon from 
Aug. 10 to 13 (JBM). At the extreme western edge 
of the Region, at Boulder River, Mont. a pair of 
Violet-green Swallows was feeding young in a nest 
on July 21 (Mrs. PH). 

Bluebirds, Blackbirds—Eastern Bluebirds were con- 
sidered ‘‘scarcer than normal” at Milbank (LE) and 
“very scarce” at Watertown (LJM). Bobolinks had a 
good year at Milbank (LE), were ‘‘very successful” at 
Watertown (LJM) and were recorded nesting at Sas- 
katoon where they were previously rare or unknown 
(RB). A Brewer's Blackbird nest was found in what 
appeared to be a completely isolated situation at Bil- 
lings, Mont.; on June 16 it held well-feathered young 
(Mrs. PH). Common Grackles were more common 
than usual at Billings (Mrs. PH). 

Fringillids —Lark Buntings were reported even 
more common than last year in southern Saskatchewan 
(SH) though there were fewer at Regina (FB). At 
Snake Creek they were still very common, but not 
quite as abundant as in the previous year (DCMcG). 
At Minot, N. Dak. Lark Buntings were said to be 
getting fat on the abundant grasshoppers (JCC). A 
White-winged Junco nest found in the Black Hills on 
July 16 held 4 eggs; this is considered a late nesting 
(NRW). Grasshopper Sparrows, which were found 
in mid-June in the arid section of the South Saskatche- 
wan River valley in southwestern Saskatchewan, have 
been reported in this area since 1934. Yellow-breasted 
Chats were found to be “very common” in the same 
valley (RC). 

Contributors.—Prairie Provinces: Ducks Unlim- 
ited—Angus Gavin; Saskatchewan: Regina Natural 
History Society—Frank Brazier (compiler), Saskatoon 
Natural History Society—Ron Bremner (compiler), 
Stuart Houston, William Anaka, Saskatchewan Fal- 
conry Association—Ralph Carson (compiler); Mon- 
tana: Mrs. Philip Hendricks; North Dakota: Homer 
L. Bradley, J. C. Carlsen, John Dahl, John R. Frye, 
David C. McGlauchlin, James B. Monnie, O. E. 
Stevens, Donald N. White; South Dakota: Blanche 
Battin, Lowry E. Elliott, J. W. Johnson, L. J. Mori- 
arty, N. R. Whitney —ROBERT W. NERO, University 
of Saskatchewan, Regina Campus, Regina, Sask. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—This 
was a cool, wet summer over much of the Region. 
For example, at Midland, Tex. the temperature did 
not reach a maximum of 100° and rainfall was the 
heaviest since 1936 (FW). Heavy rains in July dis- 
rupted nesting in a few localities, but maintained high 
water levels that were generally favorable for water 
birds and marsh birds. 

Grebes through Herons.—Three families of Pied- 
billed Grebes were found at Dallas where this species 
rarely breeds (PM, HN). An Anhinga was observed 
at Dallas on July 1 (DM). A Cattle Egret was seen 


477 




















’ H 
S. DAK. a : 
A wYo. Volentine® _ IOWA 
Scottsbluff e ie EBR. yer a. 
® North Platte a 
C"---- a. Lincola * o 
i eter e Weldona mL ee & Beatrice © eee 
ere. Pee Tan 
Denver ' Manhattan 
: Hays tepehd . E ege 
colo. ! 
H | KANS. Halstead 
as ; Wichita Grand Lake 
WT" Sait Plains e  °Vin, wif-—--—-7 
Clayton | eae . Tulsa, ion Gibson 
: ' OKLA of Lake 
| | oe Muskogee .ih 
Ey Amorillo 1 Weg, Oklahoma it 
NEW MEX. >, My, - ARK. 
' . Muleshoe 
| Refuge Denton, Commerce Se 
| inane e Dallas 
> Fort Wort LA. 


L. 


= 
Midland 


MEXICO 











at Dallas on July 10, 12 (D.A.S.). An immature 
White Ibis seen in the same locality on June 12 was 
another unusual distribution record (PM). 

Waterfowl, Kites, Hawks.—Ducks nested in larger 
numbers than usual at Denver (DLC) and near 
Amarillo (IDA). Wood Ducks were found nesting at 
Hulah Reservoir near Bartlesville, Okla. Downy young 
and an older brood were observed on July 29 (EH). 
Several pairs of Redheads nested southwest of Denver 
and 110 were counted on Barr Lake on Aug. 5 
(DLC). A Red-breasted Merganser seen at Fort 
Morgan, Colo. on June 4 (C.B.C.) and a ¢ Common 
Merganser that spent the summer near Amarillo were 
far south of their normal summer range. At least 3 
pairs of Mississippi Kites nested near Stillwater 
(FMB) and a nest found in the suburbs of Oklahoma 
City in mid-July was the first reported in that locality 
(JS). Mississippi Kites seen in Runnels County, Tex. 
on June 13 and in Coke County on June 24 (WA) 
were about 100 miles south of their known breeding 
range (FW). Five Rough-legged Hawks noted near 
Derby, Colo. (C.B.C.) [date?—Ep.] and a Peregrine 
Falcon found at Barr Lake on Aug. 5 (C.B.C.) were 
both out of season. 

Grouse through Coots——Upland game birds appar- 
ently had good nesting success in Oklahoma. Greater 
Prairie Chicken broods were unusually large in Osage 
County and Lesser Prairie Chickens also raised many 
young in Beaver County (REJ). Both the Ring-necked 
Pheasant and the Bobwhite nested successfully at Can- 
ton Lake (JLS). A Purple Gallinule was caught in 
Midland on June 13 (FW). Coots nested commonly 
on farm ponds near Amarillo (IDA). Adults with 
downy chicks were found at Dallas on July 1 and a 
second brood on July 15 (DM). 

Shorebirds —A Snowy Plover nest was found along 
the South Canadian River south of Norman, Okla. on 
May 30 (LO). Upland Plovers were found at Barr 
Lake on Aug. 5 (C.B.C.). This species is rare in that 
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section of Colorado (DLC). Upland Plovers with 
young were found east of Bartlesville on June 14 
(EM, MW) and in another locality on July 15 
(SCM). These are the first nesting reports for the 
county. Heavy rains washed out most of the Am. 
Avocet nests near Amarillo (IDA) and at Midland the 
sewage ponds remained at such a high level that 
neither avocets nor Black-necked Stilts found suitable 
habitats (FW). Stilts found nesting near Alton, Tex. 
on June 29 represented a new nesting locality (CB). 

Doves through Woodpeckers—A Mourning Dove 
nest containing 2 young about ready to fledge was 
found at Weatherford, Okla. on April 4 (MRC). 
These eggs must have been laid about March 7. The 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo was reported from many locali- 
ties in the Denver area and is now considered a com- 
mon summer resident (DLC). This represents a 
marked increase during the last ten years (FMB). 
Black-billed Cuckoos again nested at Golden, Colo. 
where 3 young out of the nest were seen on July 26 
(GSH). Burrowing Owls showed a definite increase 
at Midland where rank grass may have resulted in an 
increase in mice (FW). Chimney Swifts were seen 
at Midland, May 4—July 14. There was no evidence to 
suggest nesting but the birds have never stayed more 
than a week before (FW). A nest of the Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker found in Robber’s Cave State Park near 
Wilburton, Okla. on May 7 represented a new locality 
record (FMB). Lewis’ Woodpecker was more com- 
mon near Golden than in several years (DLC) and 
also nested in Pueblo (GPM). 

Flycatchers, Swallows, Jays. —The Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher was relatively uncommon at Midland. It is pos- 
sible that heavy application of insecticides to cotton 
fields caused the decline (FW). The Eastern Phoebe 
was still rare at Stillwater (FMB) and in the Tulsa 
area was found only at Broken Arrow (T.A.S.). At 
Dallas a pair raised two broods (PM, HN). Many 
Barn Swallow nests were destroyed by high water at 
Amarillo (IDA). Cliff Swallows showed a conspicious 
increase at Boulder where at least 5 and possibly 8 
new colonies were located (GSM). A Scrub Jay seen 
at Pueblo on July 8 was unusual at that season 
(GPM). 

Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrushes—A _  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch seen at Pueblo on July 15 was also an 
unusual seasonal record (GPM). House Wrens were 
more common than usual at Boulder (GSM). This 
species nested at Okmulgee, Okla. south of its regu- 
larly occupied range (HP). The Bewick’s Wren 
nested for the first time at Midland where a family 
was found on July 23 (FW). A fledged Robin 
found on April 9 at Stillwater was unusually early 
(FMB, REM). The Eastern Bluebird is still uncom- 
mon in eastern and central Oklahoma. Only one family 
group was reported at Tulsa (T.A.S.) and only 3 
pairs were located near Stillwater (FMB). 

Pipits through Shrikes—A Sprague’s Pipit was 
seen near Nunn on July 25 and again on Aug. 9 (HH, 
PP, CS, MS). This was the second sight record for 
Colorado (DLC). A Cedar Waxwing nest was found 
at Oklahoma City in June (VV). This is one of the 
few records of nesting in the state (FMB). A Phain- 
opepla seen at Midland on June 11 represented the 
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fourth record in 9 years (JH, AS). A Northern Shrike 
seen at Weldona, Colo. on June 1 was a very late 
migrant (HR). 

Vireos, Warblers, Blackbirds.—A count of 24 Black- 
capped Vireos seen and heard in one locality near 
Binger, Okla. in late June indicates a surprisingly 
high breeding population of this species (JEM). The 
Louisiana Waterthrush was found nesting for the first 
time 10 miles west of Bartlesville on June 1 (AB, 
MH, SCM). A Worm-eating Warbler seen in the 
McCurtain County Game Preserve in July probably 
was nesting (WAC). Both the Yellow-headed and 
the Red-winged Blackbird revealed an increase near 
Boulder (GSM). At least 3 pairs of Orchard Orioles 
were found near Amarillo (IDA). 

Grosbeaks through Sparrows.—A Cardinal found at 
Pueblo on July 4 was an unusual distribution record 
(GPM). A pair of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks seen in 
Bartlesville on July 4 suggested nesting (RD). Blue 
Grosbeaks are found more commonly in the Denver 
area each year (DLC). This species was common at 
Weldona (HR). A nest with 3 young was found near 
Golden on Aug. 1 (DLC, LD). Indigo Buntings were 
found at Golden (DLC, LD, GSH). A @ at Buffalo 
Lake in the Texas Panhandle on July 30 was also 
unusual (IDA). An Evening Grosbeak seen at Pueblo 
on July 15 was out of season (GPM). Dickcissels 
were unusually common around the ponds and even in 
the city of Amarillo (IDA). One was seen at Mor- 
rison, Colo. on June 24 (CBC). Red Crossbills re- 
mained in small numbers below their nesting range 
in Colorado. Five were seen at Pueblo on July 19 
(GPM) and 6 were seen in Denver on June 6 
(DMT). A Brown Towhee nest was found at Mid- 
land on May 30 and 2 young were seen in a different 
locality on July 13. This is a new nesting species in 
the county (FW). At least 7 pairs of Lark Buntings 
nested in a field near Wakita, Okla. Females were 
seen carrying food and on July 2 a large flock includ- 
ing at least 20 immature birds was seen (LB). Grass- 
hopper and Cassin’s Sparrows were very plentiful in 
the Denver area. At least 6 Grasshopper Sparrows 
were found near Golden on June 28 (DLC, LD, 
GSH); 12 or more were located near Nunn on July 
8 (C.B.C.); and 6 were found southeast of Colorado 
Springs on July 28 (DLC, LD, GSH). Five Cassin’s 
Sparrows were found near Weldona on June 4 
(C.B.C.) and later were reported to be numerous in 
the northern part of Morgan County (HR). This spe- 
cies has been considered rare in northeastern Colorado 
(DLC). Grasshopper and Cassin’s Sparrows also were 
reported to be unusually plentiful at Clayton, N. Mex. 
(WC, PS). The Chestnut-collared Longspur was 
found nesting near Nunn, Colo. on July 8 (C.B.C.). 

Contributors—Mrs. I. D. Acord, Walter Ammon, 
Alene Barber, F. M. Baumgartner, Clarence Brock, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Byfield, Dennis L. Carter, Wil- 
liam A. Carter, Colorado Bird Club, Wesley Cook, 
Milton R. Curd, Ronald Darrah, Lawrence Davis, Jim 
Henderson, Elizabeth Hicks, Harold Holt, Mary 
Hunter, Robert E. Jones, Anne LeSassier, Richard E. 
Marquardt, J. E. Martin, D. McGuire, Sophia C. 
Mery, Emma Messerly, Paul Miller, Gerald P. Mor- 
sello, Harold Nichols, Lewis Oring, Peter Petersen, 





Henrietta Pitchford, Howard Rollin, George Schier, 
John Shackford, Gwendolyn Smith, Paul Snoeberger, 
Dallas Audubon Society, Tulsa Audubon Society, John 
L. Steele, Jr., Donald M. Thatcher, V. Vacin, Marie 
Woodruff —F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—During the early 
months of the breeding season rainfall was below 
normal in all areas. Mid-June rains—torrential in 
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some localities on the upper coast and in south-central 
Texas—treversed the trend; this was particularly true 
in a belt extending from Austin to San Antonio where 
drought conditions had become acute. As a result of 
these late rains and slightly below normal average 
temperatures in June, July and August, much of the 
countryside in August had a May-like verdancy. 

Pelagic Records——Because the status of certain 
pelagic species off the Texas coast has not been estab- 
lished, observations are listed in boldface. Williams, 
on the Coast Guard Cutter Gentian, noted the follow- 
ing: June 21, 3 adult Parasitic Jaegers and 1 uniden- 
tified juvenile jaeger from 1/4. to 4 miles off Sabine 
Pass; July 20, Audubon’s Shearwater 18 miles from 
Freeport and 7 miles from nearest land; Aug. 10, 2 
juvenile Pomarine Jaegers 3 miles off Brazos San- 
tiago, 2 different adult Brown Boobies 12 and 15 
miles off Mustang Island, and 1 large shearwater 12 
miles off the north end of Mustang Island; and Aug. 
18, 1 adult Brown Booby 8 miles off shore and 17 
miles southwest of Sabine Pass. On July 14, from a 
fishing boat out of Port Aransas, Kincaid and Russell 
observed 2 Wilson’s Petrels (1 less than 2 miles from 
shore—WR) and a nearly adult Parasitic Jaeger (10 
miles out). 

Pelicans, Boobies, Frigate-birds—A nest of the 
White Pelican was found at Second-Chain-of-Islands 
Sanctuary on May 13; one egg, infertile, was laid 
(WR). Bird Island in Laguna Madre is the only 
known breeding site of this species on the Texas 
coast. A pair of Blue-faced Boobies (assumed to be 
the same reported in Audubon Field Notes, August 
1961, p. 425) was seen 4 times during June in San 
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Antonio Bay off Aransas Nat'l Wildlife Refuge. Rus- 
sell found Magnificent Frigate-birds scarce in April 
in the San Antonio Bay area, but by late May they 
could be seen daily. Later, groups of 10 to 12 were 
not uncommon. 

Herons, Storks, Spoonbills.—Several pairs of Cattle 
Egrets nested at Pipkin Ranch in Jefferson County 
(JLH). Wood Ibis arrived at Aransas on June 6. By 
mid-July at least 200 were present, most of them 
birds of the year (WR). Near the mouth of the 
Nueces River (Corpus Christi area) about 150 were 
concentrated between July 1 and Aug. 14 (GWB). 
Preliminary reports of Audubon wardens indicated a 
very successful nesting season for herons and spoon- 
bills in coastal colonies. Between 650 and 700 pairs 
of Roseate Spoonbills nested at Vingt'un Island, and 
about 250 pairs at Second-Chain-of-Islands. 

Waterfowl—For the past several years Black-bel- 
lied Tree Ducks have been reported in an area along 
the Nueces River about 25 miles from Corpus Christi. 
They were seen as early as March 12 this year and on 
June 9, 150 were counted in pastures, ponds and feed 
lots in this area (GWB, ML, KM). No evidence of 
nesting was found at this time, but Blacklock saw a 
brood in late July. Two nests of this species were 
reported at Welder Wildlife Refuge (CC). Poisoning 
of seed in the rice farm belt—particularly in the 
Houston area—as a measure for reducing loss to birds 
has taken a very heavy toll of wildlife and all but 
extirpated the once plentiful Fulvous Tree Duck popu- 
lation in the treated areas. McKay suspected this 
poisoning as a factor in the greatly reduced summer 
populations of hawks, owls, vultures and fur-bearing 
animals in the Cove area. Fulvous Tree Duck numbers 
at Welder were slightly up from the recent low level. 
Two clutches of 3 young each were seen at a rain pond 
near Ingleside (Corpus Christi area) on July 31 
(KM). A spokesman for the Texas Game and Fish 
Commission reported a very good hatch of Mottled 
Ducks for the second year (AJS). At Laguna Atascosa 
Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, nesting birds increased about 
100 per cent over last season (LEB). McKay reported 
exceptionally good numbers at Cove. At least 1 brood 
of the Ruddy Duck was produced at Welder (CC). 

Hawks, Eagles—A pair of Sharp-shinned Hawks 
nested at Wimberley (30 miles southwest of Austin) ; 
1 young left the nest on July 27 (HCG). A nest con- 
taining 1 young Swainson’s Hawk was found in Lock- 
hart State Park on Aug. 20; another young was out 
of the nest (MAM). Early in May, Cottam observed 
6 Bald Eagles about 10 miles north of Welder; these 
included 2 nestlings unable to fly, 2 young flying, and 
2 adults. Eagles produced 1 young at Aransas (WR). 

Grouse, Quail, Turkey—Only 3 male Greater 
Prairie Chickens could be located this spring on their 
booming grounds 4 miles south of Tivoli, indicating 
a further decline for this species (WR). In the Re- 
gion as a whole, production of Bobwhite was only 
fair. Drought conditions prevented an early hatch, but 
a late peak was expected. On the other hand, Scaled 
Quail had an early and high hatch. A phenomenal 
hatch and increase in Turkeys was reported on the 
vast King Ranch below Corpus Christi (AJS). 

Rails, Gallinules—King Rails were more common 
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than in years at Cove, but still far below former num- 
bers (AKM). A bird in Travis County on July 4 was 
only the second ever recorded in that area (AMW, 
FSW). Kincaid found downy young Purple Gallinules 
on the resaca at Brownsville Country Club on July 28. 
On July 31, young—from downy to half-grown—were 
observed in the rain pool near Ingleside (KM). 

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers.—At Second-Chain-of-Is- 
lands, species in this group suffered 90 per cent de- 
struction of nests during the last week of April ‘when 
continuing high winds caused the water level to rise 
over the spits.” By early June the birds were back in 
increased numbers (WR). An adult Sooty Tern was 
at Second-Chain-of-Islands on June 15 (ADC, HGC, 
WR) and 2 on June 16 (WR). One was seen in the 
gulf, 15 miles out from Port Aransas, on July 14 
(EBK). 

Pigeons, Doves.—Seven pairs of Red-billed Pigeons 
were observed at Bentsen—-Rio Grande Valley State 
Park (LFM). White-winged Doves had a _ good 
season; more breeding birds returned to the Rio 
Grande Valley than in several years, and there were 
fewer losses from disease and other causes than in the 
past (AJS). Biologists of the Texas Game and Fish 
Commission estimated 21,800 nesting birds at Santa 
Ana Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, with nesting density vary- 
ing from 2 to 15 pairs per acre. Breeding stock of 
Mourning Doves was below normal for the second 
year despite adequate food supply (AJS). 

Anis, Hummingbirds —Groove-billed Anis nested 
in a large ebony tree in the headquarters yard at 
Santa Ana (RJF). Mrs. Loftin noted 7 nests of the 
Black-chinned Hummingbird in the San Antonio area 
between May 13 and July 4. The last one hatched 
1 of 2 eggs on July 18. 

Cotingas, Flycatchers —Rose-throated Becards were 
sighted at Bentsen on March 21; they were feeding 
nestlings on April 28. Five or 6 nests were thought 
to have been in the park (LFM). Three pairs of 
Western Kingbirds nested successfully in the Aust- 
well-Tivoli area (WR); this represents a further 
southward and eastward extension of the breeding 
range of this species. Great Crested Flycatchers were 
more conspicuous than usual at Seguin (MR). At 
Beeville, where the Great Crested and Wied’s Crested 
Flycatchers reach their approximate southern and 
northern breeding limits, respectively, 1 pair of each 
nested within about 100 feet of the other in Mrs. 
Geiselbrecht’s yard. Russell observed Wied’s appar- 
ently resident in numbers between Refugio and Aran- 
sas Refuge. Six adult Black Phoebes on July 1, ap- 
parently on territory, was a high count at Prade Ranch 
(Real County), according to Kincaid who saw 2 the 
year before for his first summer record there. 

Swallows.—Kincaid commented that Barn Swallows 
appear to be extending their breeding range eastward 
from west of the Pecos River or the central plateau of 
northern Mexico. Almost every culvert in Maverick 
County (southeast of Del Rio) had 1 nest. On July 
9, Kincaid found 2 naked young in the nest under 
a bridge in western Uvalde County—his first record 
for this county where he has birded for many years. 
Floods in mid-June probably destroyed many Cliff 
Swallow nests on the Edwards Plateau. A colony with 
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about 500 nesting pairs under one bridge in Bandera 
County was completely destroyed on June 18; by July 
2 about 10 per cent of the original colony was rebuild- 
ing and some pairs had young (ML). 

Jays —Blue Jays apparently bred in Llano, west 
of their usual limits in central Texas (the eastern edge 
of the Edwards Plateau). They were observed by 
residents during May and June, and 2 immatures were 
seen on May 31 (VLE, EBK). Scrub Jays increased 
in the hill country of western Travis County where 
they were unknown only a few years ago. A family 
group with juvenals out of the nest were seen about 
10 miles west of Austin on June 20 (JFD, EBK). 

Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrashers—Nuthatches and 
other hole-nesting birds were noticeably scarcer in 
Montgomery and San Jacinto Counties north of 
Houston. The use of impregnated fence posts and the 
removal of cavity trees, in accordance with approved 
timber-growing practices, have deprived these species 
of nest sites (JMH). Four nests of the Cactus Wren 
were recorded in the Rockport area (CNH). Kincaid 
found this species more common than ever before in 
summer in Uvalde County, coinciding with one of the 
wettest, most humid seasons on record in that locality. 
His first observation there was in 1937; since that 
time, these wrens have spread from the countryside 
into towns. A Long-billed Thrasher carrying nesting 
material on April 26 was the first ever recorded at 
Aransas (WR). A pair has resided in the Olmos area 
of San Antonio for 3 years; 2 young were successfully 
fledged by the first week of June after a first nesting 
attempt failed (JWK). 

Robins, Starlings —In San Antonio, 2 Robin pairs 
produced 1 and 2 broods, respectively. These were 
believed to be the first Robin nests found in San 
Antonio—at least in modern times. A pair nested suc- 
cessfully in Refugio (30 miles east of Beeville), some- 
what south of the known breeding limits (CC). Star- 
lings—at least 3 pairs—again nested in western Cham- 
bers County (AKM) and juvenals out of the nest 
were being fed in Galveston in early May (AMW, 
FSW ). 

Vireos, Warblers —Black-capped Vireos were feed- 
ing young in San Antonio by April 22 (GBH). A 
pair of Golden-cheeked Warblers apparently raised a 
Brown-headed Cowbird in typical cedar habitat in 
western Williamson County (about 20 miles north of 
Austin); this would be a first breeding record for this 
county. A male seen about 9 miles west of Belton in 
Bell County on May 30 added another county to the 
warbler’s range as defined in Dr. H. C. Oberholser’s 
manuscript on Texas birds (EBK). 

Orioles —The Hooded Oriole is an abundant sum- 
mer resident in the Rio Grande Delta, and breeds 
locally up the Rio Grande River to the Trans-Pecos. 
It ranges along the lower coast—rarely—to Corpus 
Christi; therefore, it is of particular interest that a 
pair nested about 16 miles northwest of Temple in 
Bell County, some 250 miles north of Corpus Christi 
and the nearest point on the Rio Grande. The nest was 
in heavy foliage 15 to 20 feet up in a pecan tree. This 
was in a cleared pasture area, but adjacent terrain was 
rough, hilly, cedar and scrub live oak country typical 
of the Edwards Plateau. Mrs. Geiselbrecht saw the 


pair feeding nestlings on June 8 and 9. Seven nests 
of Lichtenstein’s Oriole were found at Santa Ana, and 
another one about 100 yards outside the refuge (RJF). 
Two active nests were observed at Bentsen where the 
population was estimated at 20 (LFM). Two pairs 
of Baltimore Orioles nested at Cold Springs (San 
Jacinto County—JMH). A pair of Bronzed Cowbirds 
was seen in Austin during June (EBK, MAM). 

Fringillids—An increase in Blue Grosbeaks was 
noted in Montgomery and San Jacinto Counties 
(JMH). A pair of Indigo Buntings raised young in 
the Welder area, south of the usual breeding range. 
Large numbers of Dickcissels nested at Welder where 
annuals had attained favorable height and density 
(CC). In the Seguin and Austin areas, where drought 
conditions prevailed during the early growing season, 
extremely few birds remained to nest (MR, FSW). 
A House Finch nest was found at Beeville on March 
23 (AHG). Olive Sparrow numbers increased notice- 
ably this summer at Welder; previously this species 
was found only in winter (CC). 

Contributors.—L. E. Beaty, Gene W. Blacklock, 
Clarence Cottam, Allan D. Cruickshank, Helen G. 
Cruickshank, Mrs. J. Frank Dobie, Victor L. Emanuel, 
R. J. Fleetwood, Mrs. A. H. Geiselbrecht, Hazel C. 
Green, Mrs. Conger N. Hagar, Mrs. G. B. Harding, 
Joe M. Heiser, Jr., Mrs. J. L. Hooks, Edgar B. Kin- 
caid, Jr., Mrs. J. W. Kush, Mrs. Margaret Loftin, 
Manerva Love, Mary Ann McClendon, Luhe F. Mc- 
Connell, Mrs. Kay McCracken, Arlie K. McKay, 
Marguerite Riedel, William Russell, A. J. Springs, 
Mrs. Marie Webster, Lovett E. Williams, Jr—Frep 
S. WEBSTER, JR., 4926 Strass Dr., Austin 3, Tex. 


NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN-INTER- 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The breeding season in 


the Region can only be characterized as extremely hot 
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and for the most part decidedly dry. Cool weather 
with heavy rain in early June, continuing the trend of 
the spring season, gave way abruptly to temperatures 
in the 90's and above day after day. The mercury went 
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above 100° at Baker each month and the heat at 
Spokane reached a peak of 108° on Aug. 4, after a 
number of readings in the high 90's. Rainfall was 
practically nil during this time. 

S. O. Stanley, reporting for the Spokane, Wash. area 
expressed the opinion that the mild winter, followed 
by a moist spring and hot summer, was conducive to 
a good nesting season, with plenty of insects, fruit 
and other food available. C. J. Henry, reporting for 
the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., noted that 
grasshoppers there had reached threatening numbers. 
R. L. Hand, reporting from Missoula, believed that 
many broods of birds were smaller than usual, but 
hesitated to say that this had any direct connection 
with the heat and drought. The Regional Editor’s im- 
pression, from the other reports and from personal ob- 
servations, is that the production of young birds was 
perhaps somewhere near normal. 

Ann Ward reported for the Baker, Oreg. area, and 
Jim Acton of the Spokane Bird Club was responsible 
for most of the shorebird observations in the Spokane 
area. 


Loons, Grebes and Waterfowl—The excellent, de- 
tailed report of Werner and Hildegard Hesse for the 
Chilcotin and Cariboo areas of southern British 
Columbia contained the only breeding data on the 
Common Loon. They found young loons on Anahim 
and Puntzi Lakes in June. They also noted nests or 
young of the Red-necked and Horned Grebes. The 
only other reports of nests or young of grebes were of 
the Red-necked at Newman Lake and Waitts Lake 
(Spokane Bird Club) and the Eared at Reardan (Lynn 
LaFave), all in eastern Washington. Unusual records 
were furnished by a pair of White Pelicans and an 
adult and 2 immature Black-crowned Night Herons at 
Cow Lake, Adams Co., Wash. on Aug. 8 (LL). A 
Trumpeter Swan nest in the Bozeman, Mont. area had 
produced 3 downy cygnets by June 29 (P. D. Skaar). 
Waterfowl populations in Washington were believed 
by the State Game Commission to be high, particularly 
in the Columbia Basin, where the Mallard population 
was referred to as “tremendous” (article in the Spo- 
kane Spokesman-Review, Aug. 18). 


C. J. Henry reported that the semidomesticated 
flock of Canada Geese at the Bison Range produced 3 
broods, containing 7, 5 and 3 young. “Our favorite 
gander,”’ he wrote, ‘was also found dead of a wound 
that was probably inflicted by one of Texas Longhorns. 
He had frequently attacked humans and had been seen 
going after horses.’ Another oddity was the presence 
of a female Hooded Merganser on the Spokane River 
in downtown Spokane in late June (LL). 

Hawks and Eagles—Hawk populations seemed 
about as usual. A pair of the uncommon Ferruginous 
Hawk was noted near Odessa, Lincoln Co., Wash. 
(LL). Good-sized young Golden Eagles were noted 
in a nest in the Bozeman area on July 8 (PDS). Num- 
bers of this species seemed to be decreasing at the 
Bison Range. Up to 4 Bald Eagles were noted at 6 
localities in the Chilcotin and Cariboo. Ann Ward fol- 
lowed the progress of a Marsh Hawk nest near 
Haines, Oreg. and concluded that an unknown enemy 
was at work, for the nest contained 7 eggs on April 
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28, 4 young and 1 egg on May 17 
on May 31. 

Gallinaceous Birds —Eight young Mountain Quail 
were seen in the Eagle Creek area near Baker, Oreg. 
Production of Chukars at the Bison Range appeared to 
be excellent, with many large broods, but the Gray 
Partridge there seemed to have poorer production. 
Broods of the latter at Missoula were small in many 
cases, containing only 2 to 4 young, but the species 
apparently had a very successful season in eastern 
Washington, according to LaFave. 

Shorebirds.—The outstanding event in this category 
was the finding of breeding Semipalmated Plovers in 
the Chilcotin area of British Columbia, hundreds of 
miles south of any other breeding site that has been 
reported for the province. The three downy young 
were observed near LeBlanc Lake near the Chilanko 
River. Twelve more adults were observed on the banks 
of the Chilanko River about 2 miles to the north. 
Two Lesser Yellowlegs with 1 young were noted at 
Phililloo Lake on June 18. In eastern Washington the 
advance fall migrants had begun arriving by July 15 
(Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs) (SBC). 

Gulls and Terns.—A Franklin's Gull near Baker, 
Oreg. on June 19 was Ann Ward's first for the area. 
The Common Tern appeared at the Bison Range, 
where it occurs occasionally. Also an uncommon rec- 
ord was the occurrence of 10 adult and 2 immature 
Caspian Terns at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash. 
on Aug. 8 (LL). 

Owls —Young Great Horned Owls were observed 
at Baker, the Bison Range and Bozeman. A pair of 
Burrowing Owls was seen with 5 young at Baker on 
June 20. The Short-eared Owl appeared to be building 
up its numbers again in eastern Washington (LL). 
However, of 3 nests observed at Baker between March 
19 and May 28 at least 2 were unsuccessful. 

Poor-wills, Swifts and Hummingbirds.—Two Poor- 
wills, uncommon in northeastern Washington, were 
seen near Scotsman Lake in Pend Oreille County on 
June 20 (LL). Up to 12 Black Swifts were noted at 
several places in the Chilcotin area. Two male Black- 
chinned Hummingbirds were noted at Shuswap Lake, 
B. C. (D. Stirling). This appears to be close to the 
margin of the species’ breeding range. All species of 
hummingbirds were scarce at the Bison Range and the 
Rufous was scarce at Missoula. The group appeared to 
be in normal numbers elsewhere. 

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers—The rare William- 
son’s Sapsucker was seen at Eagle Creek near Baker, 
Oreg. and a pair was noted at Signal Peak, 35 miles 
southwest of White Swan, Yakima Co., Wash. (LL). 
A Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker was noted 
near Sullivan Lake and 2 pairs of Northern Three-toed 
Woodpeckers were seen at Salmo Pass, both places in 
Pend Oreille County, Wash. (LL). Hand reported 
that, for the first time in his experience, the Western 
Kingbird outnumbered the Eastern in the Missoula, 
Mont. area. At Baker a number of the birds nested 
around transformers on power poles. (Your Regional 
Editor has noted several nests of this species in the 
same sort of location. Is this the experience of others 
also?) An unusual occurrence of the Least Flycatcher 
was 1 seen and heard at Lac LaHache in the Cariboo 
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on June 17 and farther west near Chilanko Forks on 
June 27-28 

* Swallows and Jays—Hand commented that the Vio- 
let-green Swallow has virtually stopped using nest 
boxes at Missoula since the Starling became common. 
Clark’s Nutcracker was generally scarce in the low- 
lands but was noted in the high mountains of eastern 
Washington (LL), in the higher parts of the Bison 
Range, in Gallatin County, Mont. (PDS) and in the 
mountains near Baker, Oreg. 

Chickadees and Dippers—Mountain Chickadees 
were found feeding young in the nest in the Tumwater 
Recreation Area in Wenatchee National Forest, Chelan 
Co., Wash. at an altitude of only 1800 ft. (Bob & 
Elsie Boggs). The rare Boreal Chickadee was noted 
again at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (LL). 
A pair of Dippers was feeding young in the nest on 
July 7 and 14 near Baker. Adults were feeding young 
in the nest during mid-June along Bridger Creek near 
Bozeman (CVD). 

Wrens, Mimic Thrushes and Thrushes.—The Cafion 
Wren was observed along the Madison River, Madison 
Co., Mont. for the fourth consecutive year (PDS). 
Inadvertently omitted from the summer report for 
1959 was the occurrence of a Mockingbird on June 7, 
along the Bozeman—West Yellowstone Road within 
Yellowstone Park, almost on the Montana—Wyoming 
boundary. A heavy movement of migrants was in 
progress at the spot and it seems likely that the bird 
was caught up in this movement (PDS). 

Two young Robins were still in the nest at Spokane 
on Aug. 4. With the temperature officially 108° that 
afternoon, the parent made no attempt, during the 
observation, to feed the young, but perched quietly 
on the nest rim, beak agape (TR). At Missoula many 
Robins were noted with 1 and 2 young, but elsewhere 
the crop of young appeared more or less normal. Two 
nests of Swainson’s Thrush were located: 1 near Baker 
had 2 eggs about July 4 and 3 nestlings on the 20th 
and the other nest at Twin Lakes, Kootenai Co., Idaho 
with 3 young about a week old, July 8 (LL). Hand 
reported the Mountain Bluebird scarcer than ever at 
Missoula. This scarcity apparently did not extend to 
other localities, however. 

Warblers and Blackbirds —Warbler numbers ap- 
peared to be at least up to normal. Two species whose 
breeding activities seldom are reported were observed: 
the nest of a Townsend's Warbler, May 22, on the 
horizontal limb of a fir tree about 86 ft. up, at the 
Tumwater campground; and Wilson's Warbler 
feeding newly fledged young, July 22, in the moun- 
tains near Baker at an elevation of about 5500 ft. 
Blackbird numbers likewise appeared large. The 
Brown-headed Cowbird appeared to be almost numer- 
ous around Spokane (SBC) and in the Chilcotin, 
where a maximum of 20 were seen at Anahim Lake 
on July 21. Two cowbird eggs were found in a House 
Finch Nest at Spokane (TR) and an egg was found 
in a Traill’s Flycatcher nest, also at Spokane (Jim 
Acton). The species appeared to be decidedly scarce 
at Missoula, however. 

Finches and Sparrows.—A House Finch was feeding 
a fully fledged young on April 30 at Spokane (TR). 
This seems odd, for the bulk of this species appears 


just beginning to nest in Apri!. Unusual was a pair of 
House Finches in Bozeman, June 12-23 (CVD). The 
rarely reported Black Rosy Finch was reported with 
young in the Bridger Mountains in the Bozeman area 
on Aug. 5 (CVD). Very few Red Crossbills were 
noted in the lowlands, but they were observed at sev- 
eral localities in the mountains. A nest of the Am. 
Goldfinch observed at Pullman, Wash. was completed 
by June 11 and 2 young left the nest on July i, 
presumably a quite early date (Ruth P. Ownbey). Six 
Grasshopper Sparrows were noted near Greenacres, 
east of Spokane, on June 10. This is an unusually 
high number for the locality (LL). A male Clay- 
colored Sparrow singing in a sage-brush area near 
Sheridan, Mont. probably represents a westernmost 
record for the state (PDS). White-crowned Sparrows 
were noted in the Cariboo—Chilcotin area, in Pine 
Creek Reserve at 7500 ft. near Baker, above timberline 
in the Bridger Mountains (CVD) and in the Gallatin 
River Canyon, Mont. where young were in flight 
(PDS). The finding of McCown’s Longspur at many 
spots in the Madison River valley from Three Forks 
south to Varney strongly suggests that the species 
breeds farther west than the records show. Likewise, a 
male Chestnut-collared Longspur giving his territorial 
song near Three Forks probably is a westernmost rec- 
ord at this latitude (PDS). 

Corrigendum.—The account of the Rough-legged 
Hawk, Audubon Field Notes 15(3):346 appearing in 
unusual numbers should read “Baker” instead of 
Bend, Oreg—THoMaAS H. Rocers, E. 10820 Max- 
well, Spokane 62, Wash. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—While the Great Basin simmered 


in continued heat and drought, establishing new 
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weather records, the Central Rockies enjoyed a break 
in the drought with cooler weather. 

The Stillwater Refuge, Nev. had the worst breeding 
season on record. Like most large refuges it is broken 
up into units but none could be maintained at a decent 
level. Total duck production was 575 against 20,691 
two years ago (Kiger). At Malheur Refuge, Oreg. the 
situation was as bad. This, the oldest of the refuges, 
now contains only 500 acres of shallow water instead 
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of the normal 30,000. Obviously, it is producing only 
a fraction of its usual waterfowl (Kridler). Bear 
River Refuge, at the upper end of the Great Salt Lake, 
fares better. Its waters come from the Bear River with 
headwaters in mountains where the drought was less 
severe. As a result, at least one of the five units there 
had normal water, but two others were dry. In spite 
of its reduced water, Bear River experienced more 
birds than last year and more production of waterfowl, 
perhaps forced in from elsewhere. The highest water- 
fowl concentration was on Aug. 15 with 177,360. The 
highest populations were of the same species as in pre- 
vious years. At the top was the Pintail with 89,875; 
next was Green-winged Teal with 60,700; followed by 
Redhead with 30,000 and Am. Coot with 21,000; 
others were in smaller numbers (M. R. Evans). 

There are few big refuges in the Central Rockies, 
but Monte Vista, Colo. is growing into one. The pro- 
duction there ‘was double last year. The most common 
bird is and has been the Mallard with a peak concen- 
tration of 10,576 in early August; followed by the 
Pintail with 5720 at the same time. There were 3 
Wood Ducks, a rare bird in this region, during the 
whole period at Monte Vista (R. C. Brown). 
Anaho Island Refuge, Pyramid Lake, Nev. the Dou- 
ble-crested Cormorants failed to nest successfully for 
the 3rd consecutive year, probably because of motor 
boats. About 3000 White Pelicans and 3000 California 
Gulls were reared at this refuge. Over the past 10 
years the pelicans have been decreasing (Kiger). 

Herons.—The growing refuge at Monte Vista had 
its first breeding Snowy Egrets (Brown). 

Swans.—Malheur had 2 breeding pairs of Trum- 
peter Swan with 2 young each. Their survival is not 
yet assured (Kiger). In Jackson Hole, Grand Teton 
Park, there are now several nesting sites of the Trum- 
peter near the highway. These are at Flat Creek at 
Jackson, at Jackson Lake Lodge, and halfway between 
in a small pond (OKS). 

Hawks.—tThe need for protective legislation in sev- 
eral of the states of this Region has become more 
desperate each year. We now have professional fal- 
coners to contend with as well. This editor will not 
publish any more specific information on these birds 
until the situation improves. 

Shorebirds—A Red Phalarope, a casual bird inland, 
was caught in a mist net at Malheur (Kridler). Mal- 
heur managed to have a good migrant shorebird con- 
centration of some species, in spite of the drought: on 
July 25 there were 14,000 Wilson’s Phalaropes and 
16,000 Am. Avocets (Kridler). 

Owls.—Mrs. Carman had 4 Saw-whet Owls at her 
home near Grand Junction, Colo., Aug. 15. These 
birds are little seen in the Rocky Mountain region, 
but may be more common than generally supposed. 

Hummingbirds —L. M. Baylor found a Calliope 
Hummingbird nest in the foothills of the mountains of 
central Idaho near Darlington, June 10. The Calliope 
is common all through the mountains of this area, 
although it is often difficult to be sure of the identifi- 
cation. Mrs. Crews, in spite of the drought, had 
good year with hummers at Hotchkiss, Colo. She had 
been feeding a pint of syrup a day. She also has raised 
a deserted brood of young hummers. 
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W arblers.—Kridler has demonstrated the power of 
the mist net again. He netted the Am. Redstart for 
the first time at Malheur Refuge last fall. Since then 
he has netted the bird 4 times during this past season. 

Buntings—An Indigo Bunting was seen in the 
Warner Mountains in extreme northeastern California 
north of Fort Bidwell on July 2 (McCaskie). The 
bird is casual over most of the West. The Lazuli 
Bunting has become abundant in the brushy hill coun- 
try of Wyoming. Mrs. Lambertsen had a concentration 
of 100 of them in the cemetery at Rawlins, Wyo., 
June 5—Dr. OLIVER K. Scott, 437 East 13th St., 
Casper, Wyo. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—The summer was gen- 
erally slightly less warm than usual. The rainfall pic- 
ture was quite satisfactory, good storms in those parts 
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of Arizona suffering from the winter's drought, and 
in the Rio Grande Valley of New Mexico. Only in 
parts of northern Arizona, and in spots of central 
eastern Arizona, was rainfall at all deficient. North- 
western New Mexico reported an unusually dry June 
and July, but early August brought plentiful rain. 
Streamflows were deficient in June and July almost 
Region-wide, but rains had undoubtedly improved 
most of them by August. 

Food and cover conditions were looking good as a 
result of summer rains. The crop of Saguaro and 
Organ Pipe Cactus fruit in southwestern Arizona was 
heavy, as was the production of Mesquite, Ironwood, 
Palo Verde, and Catclaw beans. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Cormorants.—Pied-billed Grebes 
enjoyed a very good nesting season at the Bosque 
del Apache Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex. (F. S. 
Dart). A flock of 22 White Pelicans flying northwest 
near Las Vegas, N. Mex., June 21, was regarded as 
a most uncommon observation (Elmer Schooley). A 
Double-crested Cormorant was seen at a stock tank 
near Nogales, Ariz. throughout the period (Bill Har- 
rison, Warren Winslow). 

Herons, Ibises—A new Common Egret nesting 
colony, of about 20 pairs, was located in cottonwoods 
on the California side of the Colorado River about 
one and one-half miles above the Imperial Nat'l Wild- 
life Refuge boundary (Gale Monson). A Louisiana 


ne 








Rio Grande 





er of 
t for 
then 
ason, 
the 
ornia 
The 
azuli 
oun- 
ation 
Vyo., 


a. 


gen- 
pic- 
parts 


tenement 
a 





rds 
ut 
Id- 


na 


Heron was observed near Anthony, Dona Ana Co., 
N. Mex., Aug. 13 and 14 (LuVenia Arnold, et al.). 
A flock of 10 Wood Ibis was seen flying northwest 
over the east end of the Agua Dulce Mountains, 
Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Pima Co., Ariz., July 21 
(GM). A flock of 68 White-faced Ibis near Imperial 
Dam, on the Imperial Refuge. Ariz—Calif., June 27, 
was a large number for mid-summer (GM). 

Waterfowl—The Snow Goose fraternizing with 
domestic birds at a ranch pond near Nogales since 
last fall was reported to have mated with a domestic 
gander and laid a clutch of eggs in a hay shed (BH). 
Wild ducks are a scarce item in this Region during 
summer, with small breeding populations on the 
Bosque del Apache Refuge and at Bitter Lake Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, Roswell, N. Mex. There seemed to 
be an unusual number of non-nesters present. A pair 
of Black-bellied Tree Ducks was noted at River Ranch, 
on the Salt River near Phoenix, Ariz., June 30 (Cal 
Royall). A Fulvous Tree Duck that appeared at Bit- 
ter Lake Refuge on May 31 stayed until July 7 (Rus- 
sell Clapper). A male Gadwall was seen at River 
Ranch, June 30 (CR). As many as 74 Pintails were 
staying at the north end of the Imperial Refuge from 
at least June 16 until June 29 (GM), and 15 were ob- 
served at Gill's Lake, Altar Valley, Pima Co., Ariz., 
July 4 (Seymour H. Levy). A pair of Blue-winged 
Teal was seen near the north end of the Imperial 
Refuge, June 17, and two pairs were present at West 
Pond, California end of Imperial Dam on the Imperial! 
Refuge, June 27 (GM); and a male was seen near 
Oracle Junction, Ariz., Aug. 9 (Gene Simms, fide 
SHL). Three Cinnamon Teal were found near Sasabe, 
Pima Co., Ariz., July 4 (SHL), and 12 were seen near 
Sells, Papago Indian Reservation, Ariz., July 19 
(BH). Two broods of young Shovelers were dis- 
covered in the El Paso vicinity (LVA). Two female 
Red-breasted Mergansers were found on the Colorado 
River near Island Lake, Imperial Refuge, June 17 
(GM). 

Hawks.—Four Mississippi Kites were present in the 
El Paso area, but no nest could be found (LVA). 
A Swainson’s Hawk was seen three miles west of Gila 
Bend, Ariz., June 10 (GM). A Bald Eagle was ob- 
served along the Salt River, Ariz., two miles east of 
the Globe-Young bridge, June 3 (Betty Jackson). 

Gallinaceous Birds—Gambel's Quail had a very 
poor nesting season in Arizona, occasioned by a lack 
of winter rains, but on the Bosque Refuge they en- 
joyed a {air season (FSD). Ring-necked Pheasants 
had an unusually successful summer at both the 
Bosque Refuge (FSD) and the Bitter Lake Refuge 
(RC). 

Rails, Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns —A Sora was ob- 
served near Nogales, July 31 (BH). Fifteen young 
Am. Avocets were produced at the Bosque Refuge 
(FSD). Unusual numbers of Wilson’s Phalaropes were 
recorded on the Imperial Refuge—34 were seen near 
the north end, June 17, and about 140 at the same 
place, June 29 (GM). Five were noted at Mormon 
Lake, near Sasabe, July 4 (SHL). A Herring Gull in 
second-year plumage appeared at Martinez Lake, Ariz., 
on the Imperial Refuge, Aug. 2 (GM). Nine Forster's 
Terns were at Ferguson Lake, Calif. on the Imperial 


Refuge, June 17, a very large number for mid-sum- 
mer (GM). 

Pigeons, Owls.—Four Band-tailed Pigeons were 
noted at Cedar Crest in the Sandia Mountains, N. 
Mex., June 11, the first seen there in several years 
(Barbara McKnight). More than 70 were feeding 
on elderberries along Sonoita Creek near Patagonia, 
Ariz. in June (BH, Florence Thornburg). A Burrow- 
ing Owl was found in Randolph Park, Tucson, Ariz., 
June 4 (SHL), and another was noted about 10 miles 
southwest of Hatch, N. Mex., July 17 (FT). 

Hummingbirds —A male Rivoli’s Hummingbird 
was carefully observed at Montezuma, N. Mex. near 
Las Vegas, July 15 (ES). A female White-eared 
Hummingbird was taken about a mile below the 
Southwestern Research Station along Cave Creek in 
the Chiricahua Mountains, Ariz., July 4 (Pat Gould); 
and 2 more, one an adult male, were seen there about 
the same time (John Davis). 

Woodpeckers—An Acorn Woodpecker was found 
dead near Los Alamos, N. Mex., Aug. 15 (L. G. 
Hawkins). A Williamson’s Sapsucker flew into a 
house in the east foothills of the Tucson Mountains, 
Ariz., Aug. 15 (SHL), certainly an extraordinary 
lowland record! 

Flycatchers.—At least 4 pairs of Rose-throated Be- 
cards nested along Sonoita Creek near Patagonia 
(BH). A pair of Tropical Kingbirds nested near 
Nogales (BH). At least four pairs of Thick-billed 
Kingbirds nested in the Patagonia area, after being 
first seen there on June 13 (BH): this is the second 
area of their breeding in Arizona, the other being 
Guadalupe Canyon in the extreme southeast, where 
they were first found in the United States in 1958. 
The Ash-throated Flycatcher was apparently absent 
this summer at Globe, Ariz. (BJ). A Western Wood 
Pewee was found along the Colorado River about 18 
river miles above Imperial Dam, on the Imperial 
Refuge, July 4 (GM). 

Jays, Crows.—A Scrub Jay stayed at the Arizona- 
Sonora Desert Museum in the Tucson Mountains, 
where it was being fed, until early June (Peter West- 
cott). One was seen at High Tank 7 in the Kofa 
Mountains, Kofa Game Range, Ariz., June 28 (J. L. 
Phillips). Three Common Crows were observed with 
Common Ravens near Young, Gila Co., Ariz., 
July 12 (PW). 

Thrashers, Thrushes—A Catbird was noted at 
Santa Fe, N. Mex., July 27 (Leon A. Wiard). A pair 
of Le Conte’s Thrashers was found about 30 miles 
west of Red Rock, Pinal Co., Ariz. (on the Papago 
Indian Reservation?), June 4 (SHL). Two Robins 
were seen in El Paso, July 29 (LVA). A Swainson’s 
Thrush was observed near Glenwood, Catron Co., 
N. Mex., June 3 (BM). 

Kinglets, Waxwings, Phainopeplas—A Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet was noted near Summerhaven, Santa 
Catalina Mountains, Ariz., Aug. 10 (GM). Twenty- 
six Cedar Waxwings at Yuma, Ariz., June 1, was 
an extraordinary number at such a late date (GM). 
Three male Phainopeplas were feeding on Organ Pipe 
Cactus fruits along the north side of the Agua Dulce 
Mountains, Cabeza Prieta Game Range, July 20 
(GM). 
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Wood Warblers —At least 2 Tennessee Warblers 
were present in the lower part of Cave Creek in the 
Chiricahua Mountains through all of June and per- 
haps until early August (PG). They were first dis- 
covered in early June (LAW) and 2 adults were seen 
feeding young, Aug. 1 (Bruce Elliott). One was seen 
in this same vicinity in 1960, on or about May 31 
(LAW ). 

Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers—Quite a few Yel- 
low-headed Blackbirds were present all summer, but 
not breeding, in the Phoenix, Ariz. region (CR), and 
large numbers were noted near Las Vegas (ES). A 
pair of Orchard Orioles nested near El Paso, where 
another pair whose nest was not found was also seen 
(LVA, et al.). A pair of Hepatic Tanagers with one 
immature bird was seen at 6500 ft. at Los Alamos, 
July 29 (W. B. Lewis). 

Finches, Spayrows.—The Pyrrhuloxia was still being 
noted in extreme western Pima County, Ariz. with 
males seen a few miles south-southwest of Ajo, and 
in the Growler Valley on the Cabeza Prieta Game 
Range, July 20 (GM). A Varied Bunting was ob- 
served near Patagonia, June 30 (FT), and again on 
July 24 (BH). Sixteen Red Crossbills were seen at 
Bear Wallow, Santa Catalina Mountains, Aug. 10 
(GM). Lark Buntings were present in unusual places 
at unusual dates in north-central New Mexico: one 
near Las Vegas, July 3 (ES); a flock in southeastern 
Albuquerque, July 16 (Daniel McKnight); and a 
flock of at least 100 near Santa Clara Pueblo, Aug. 
13 (WBL). Several males were seen between Altar 
and Santa Ana in northern Sonora, Mex., Aug. 6 
(SHL). The first Song Sparrows (subspecies fallax) 
to be seen in the Tucson area in many years were 
noted: a pair near the junction of Rillito Creek and 
the Santa Cruz River, behaving as if young were 
nearby, on or about July 15 (R. Crossin, fide Joe T. 
Marshall, Jr.); and one singing near San Xavier Mis- 
sion, July 16 (JTM). 

Corrigendum.—The reference to Black Tern at 
Topock, Ariz. in the preceding Spring Season report 
(15:430) should be deleted—GaLE Monson, U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, P. O. Box 1032, Yuma, 


Ariz. 


COHOE, ALASKA.—A cooler than normal summer, 
with heavier than usual amounts of precipitation, was 
the situation in this section of Alaska. The rainfall 
could have contributed to juvenal losses, but the over- 
all hatching picture was excellent. The increase in the 
Robin population was most gratifying and warblers 
and most sparrows produced high percentages of 
surviving young. More abandoned nests were found 
than in previous summers, a condition due to parent 
bird loss or perhaps, instead, attributable to better cov- 
erage of the nesting population. One Robin nest, and 
one each of the White-crowned and Golden-crowned 
Sparrow were collected intact; a Bohemian Waxwing 
nest suffered loss of the 4 eggs before it could be col- 
lected. 

Excellent numbers of hawks and owls were present 
owing to mouse infestation which may also be a factor 
in the increase in numbers of nesting Sandhill Cranes. 
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Loons, Albatross —The local pair of Arctic Loons 
enjoyed their first successful hatching effort in five 
summers; 1 young, several days old then, appeared on 
July 8. The Red-throated Loon was thought to be 
nesting in the vicinity of Lake Tustumena (Ruth Pol- 
lard). An addition to the list of Cohoe birds was a 
Black-footed Albatross carefully observed on Cohoe 
Beach on Aug. 8 by Eugene and Mary A. Smith; the 
bird was not see again. 

Waterfowl—The Trumpeter Swan resided on a 
lake in Kasilof through the summer, but failed to 
produce young. Four Pintail nests were found; all 
ducklings hatched. Relatively common as transients or 
summer visitors, neither the Common Goldeneye nor 
Surf Scoter had been detected breeding here. Thus a 
Q Common Goldeneye with 3 young on July 14 and 
a half-grown juvenal Surf Scoter found on July 11 
were of interest. 

Shorebirds —The nest of a Lesser Yellowlegs con- 
taining 4 eggs was found in the process of hatching 
on June 25. The Western Sandpiper also was estab- 
lished as a local breeder when birds with 2 downy 
young were discovered on the Kasilof Flats on June 
28. Black Turnstones were sighted irregularly through- 
out July; most unusual were 50 birds seen at Beluga 
Lake (Homer) on July 23 (ES). An immature Wan- 
dering Tattler was present on Cohoe Beach on July 
28. Hudsonian Godwits were found in the swamp, the 
site of last summer's nesting, and may have nested 
there again this season. Sporadic sightings of godwits 
were made in August; 18 were seen on Aug. 12 
(Wayne Webb, ES). 

Gulls and Terns.—Herring Gulls were found nest- 
ing in the same swamp. Mew Gulls, on Kasilof Flats, 
in conjunction with favorable tide conditions, produced 
good numbers of young; one colony of 12 nests 
hatched 36 young. One nest was found inland on the 
shore of Upper Trap Lake, which was also the site of 
a Bonaparte’s Gull nest situate’ some 14 feet up in 
a spruce tree, this hatching 2 young by June 27. Arctic 
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Terns produced good numbers of young; Aleutian 
Terns gave every indication of nesting in the swamp 
and a parent and 3 young appeared on Cohoe Beach 
on July 12 (ES). 

Kingfisher, Woodpeckers, Swallows, Flycatchers.— 
One casualty of the rainy weather was a nest of a 
Belted Kingfisher located in a bank near Cohoe Beach. 
A section of the eroded bank contained the remains 
of the nest and one decomposed young. One site of a 
nesting Downy Woodpecker and 3 of the Northern 
Three-toed Woodpecker were found. This was most 
definitely a swallow season. Tree Swallows were very 
numerous and 4 nesting sites were under study; one 
bird, which had appropriated the nest and 4 eggs of a 
Boreal Chickadee, hatched 4 young swallows by July 
4, young leaving the nest on July 16. Two other nests 
produced 6 and 7 young while one nest was lost to 
a Red Squirrel. Bank Swallow colonies along the beach 
and in two gravel pits brought forth an estimated 500 
young, an estimate which may be on the conservative 
side. Conversely, Traill’s Flycatcher had mediocre suc- 
cess. Nests above the beach where tall grass afforded 
more protection fared well enough and hatched un- 
known numbers of young; but inland, all of nine 
nests discovered produced one lone fledgling. Losses 
occurred mainly with robbing of the eggs with one 
known instance of young, three or four days old, being 
taken. 

Jay, Chickadee, Creeper—aA Gray Jay nest, found 
on April 8 with 3 eggs, provided an excellent oppor- 
tunity for study of their nesting cycle; all 3 young left 
the nest on May 6., Boreal Chickadees nested from 
late April through June; 3 nests with eggs were 
found; one contained 9 eggs, and 2 nests were found 
with young. Kept under close observation was a 
Brown Creeper nest from the initial discovery of the 
female building on May 16 to the emergence of the 
young; 4 left on June 24; 1 bird left the following 
day. 

Thrushes, Kinglets, Warblers —Varied Thrushes 
nested in excellent numbers in Kasilof with one pair, 
at least, spilling over into Cohoe for the first-known 
raising of young here. Other thrushes enjoyed a good 
season and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were abundant 
everywhere, moving into sections of woods to nest 
where they had not been observed before. Orange- 
crowned Warblers also were abundant, 2 nests were 
found, both of which hatched 5 young. Myrtle War- 
blers attained the highest population level in many 
seasons; 5 nests found produced a total of 11 fledgl- 
ings. One nest found had contained 4 dead young, 
one nest was robbed of eggs. Ten Blackpoll Warbler 
fledglings resulted from 2 nests found. All three spe- 
cies of warblers were still much in evidence in late 
summer. 

Finches —A Pine Grosbeak observed building on 
June 2 successfully hatched 3 young, which left the 
nest by July 11. Redpolls seem to be literally every- 
where. The first nesting activity was noticed in late 
April and first juvenals were seen on May 26. Red- 
polls were observed nesting throughout the summer 
in Cohce; 4 nests with eggs were reported from An- 
chorage in the last week of July by Mairiis Kilcher. 





All observations by compiler unless otherwise spe- 
cified —Mary A. SMITH, Cohoe, Alaska. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.— More 
than a month's supply of July rain fell on the Region 
on the 5-6th. This was practically the only measurable 
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precipitation; the remainder of the season was hot and 
dry. Nesting was not seriously affected. It actually ap- 
peared that mountain birds had an exceptionally good 
season. There was an excellent crop of seeds and 
berries on plants at higher elevations. 

Grebes, Petrels, Cormorants—Summering Western 
Grebes were noted in greater than usual numbers at 
Ladner, B. C., July 29. Black-footed Albatrosses, Sooty 
and Pink-footed Shearwaters, and Fork-tailed and 
Leach’s Petrels were observed up to 90 miles off the 
Oregon coast in the first half of June (BK). Cor- 
morant colonies on Mitlenatch and Mandarte Islands, 
east of Vancouver Island, appear to be slowly mul- 
tiplying “in spite of increased human disturbance and 
heavy crow predation” (DS). 

Herons and Bitterns—Green Herons were seen 
regularly at Pitt Meadows, B. C. in June and July. 
Although no definite evidence was given they may 
have been breeding birds (WHH). A Least Bittern 
was discovered in the Hoover Lakes area, near Med- 
ford, Oreg., July 29 (Betty Jo Hicks, JH). 

W aterfowl—aA Canada Goose, with 5 goslings, was 
seen at Medina, Wash., May 16 (WMH). Black 
Brant, uncommon in summer, were seen at Tokeland, 
Wash., June 12 (LDL); and at Sidney, B. C. and 
Victoria, B. C. (DS) in July. Mallards appeared to 
have a good breeding season. Wood Ducks produced 
young on Orcas Island (JIC) and at Pitt Meadows. 
Either Greater or Lesser Scaup would be considered 
uncommon at Boundary Bay in British Columbia 
where, on July 9, 250 scaup in 2 equal-sized flocks 


487 





g 
“ 


flew in at high tide and settled on the beach (GM). 

Hawks and Eagles—A Goshawk (rare) was ob- 
served at Pitt Meadows, July 29 (GW). Red-tailed 
Hawks were nesting in the top of a tall dead tree 
at Renton, Wash., May 6 (DW). Two adult Golden 
Eagles and 2 immatures were observed at an elevation 
of 2500 feet on Vancouver Island, June 7 (David 
Guthrie, BW). Two immature Bald Eagles were 
noted at Vancouver, B. C., June 18. One young was 
produced from a nest at Miracle Beach, Vancouver 
Island; and 2 young were seen on another nest 7 miles 
south (BW). A pair of Ospreys was present at a 
nest near a main road at Point Roberts, July 15 
(GM). A Peregrine Falcon (uncommon) was seen on 
Mitlenatch Island, July 31 (BW). A pair of Sparrow 
Hawks was photographed at a nest, probably with 
eggs, on Table Mountain in Kittitas County, Wash. on 
July 8 (BB, EB). 

Grouse, Quail, Cranes——Spruce Grouse were re- 
ported only from E. C. Manning Provincial Park 
where a brood of 3 young was seen on July 3, and 
another brood of 4 on July 21. A White-tailed Ptar- 
migan, accompanied by 3 almost full-grown young, 
was closely approached on Burrough’s Mountain in 
Mt. Rainier National Park on Aug. 19 (DW). The 
Gray Partridge appears to be maintaining its low 
population at Victoria where a covey of 10 was seen 
in July (A. R. Davidson). Two broods of Mountain 
Quail were produced at Seabeck, Kitsap Co., Wash. 
(Ted Mallory); this species was believed to be almost 
nonexistent in the state. A Sandhill Crane was dis- 
covered on June 3 at Pitt Meadows, an area where 
they formerly nested or occurred in summer. 

Rails and Shorebirds —Seven downy Virginia Rails, 
only a few hours old, crossed a road at Blaine, Wash., 
June 24, the first definite breeding record for the 
locality (LK). Snowy Plovers (3) seen at Westport, 
Grays Harbor Co., Wash. on June 12 (LDL) may 
have been breeding birds. Two Killdeer chicks at Med- 
ford, April 15, constitute an early record (Ralph 
Gysin). A second nesting at Blaine resulted in pic- 
tures taken of 2 young and 2 eggs in a nest on July 
14 (LK). A Whimbrel was found on the ocean shore 
at Westport, June 12 (LDL). A Solitary Sandpiper 
was seen at Black Creek, Vancouver Island, July 28 
(Jack Robinson, BW). More study in the Grays Har- 
bor area in the summer is needed to establish statistics 
as to whether the 50 Sanderlings seen at Westport, 
June 12, were late spring migrants or summering 
birds. 

Terns, Alcids, Owls.—The uncommon Caspian Tern 
was seen at Fish Lake, 36 miles east of Medford, 
Oreg. on July 19 (JH). Young Marbled Murrelets 
appeared in good numbers at Victoria in early July 
(GAP). Two Cassin’s Auklets were seen at sea off 
Tillamook Bay in Oregon on June 10 (JBC). Tufted 
Puffins were seen near the mouth of the Columbia 
River, about 15 miles offshore, June 12 (BK). Ob- 
servation of a Barn Owl nest in a silo at Blaine on 
July 9 showed that the young were able to leave the 
nest, but were still returning to sleep (LK). A Pygmy 
Owl was seen on Larch Mountain, 25 miles east of 
Portland, Oreg., June 17 (JBC). A Spotted Owl was 
found on Mt. Baker, July 16 (GW). 
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Goatsuckers, and Hummingbirds.—The Poor-will 
is considered to be only a straggler in western Oregon 
so these 2 records for July are remarkable: 1 at the 
Medford Municipal Airport, and 1 on the Rogue River 
near Shady Cove, Jackson Co., Oreg. (}ii): Young 
Common Nighthawks were being fed in mid-air in 
Seattle, Aug. 11 (VEC). A Rufous Hummingbird 
was gathering nesting material at Sechelt, B. C. from 
April 12 to 19 (LK). 

Kingfishers and Woodpeckers—A nest of the 
Belted Kingfisher was found at Oyhut, Grays Harbor 
Co., Wash., May 10 (Paul Newcomb). Immature 
Pileated Woodpeckers appeared at Blaine the first 
week in August. Lewis’ Woodpeckers were feeding 
nestlings on Barnston Island, near Vancouver, B. C., 
May 28 (WHH); while at Victoria they produced at 
least 2 broods (DS). Black-backed Three-toed Wood- 
peckers were feeding young in E. C. Manning Provin- 
cial Park on July 1 (GW). Northern Three-toed 
Woodpeckers (3) were seen at 4000 feet, Forbidden 
Plateau, Vancouver Island in July (BW). 

Flycatchers and Swallows.—Eastern Kingbirds were 
regularly seen in Pitt Meadows in June and July, but 
the first young one was not discovered until July 30. 
One seen 30 miles north of Victoria on June 1 was 
out of its known breeding range (GAP). A Western 
Kingbird was seen on Sauvies Island, near Portland, 
Oreg., July 30 (JBC). Ash-throated Flycatchers took 
over a previously used bluebird box near Medford 
Oreg., and successfully reared only one young, which 
left the nest on July 5 (RB). A Hammond's Flycatcher 
was building a nest in a fir about 23 feet froin the 
ground, on a steep hillside, near Lake Wenatchie, 
Chelan Co., Wash., May 21. A Dusky Flycatcher 
nest, with 4 eggs, was found in a wild rose at Squill- 
chuck State Park, June 16 (BB, EB). A nest of a 
Western Flycatcher, containing 3 half-grown young, 
was built on a bracket under a carport roof of a sum- 
mer home located on Eld Inlet, near Olympia, July 29 
(CB). An Olive-sided Flycatcher nest was located at 
Snoqualmie Pass, July 9 (BB, EB). Two immatures 
were catching their own food at Seattle, July 30 
(VEC). Violet-green Swallows (6 pairs) nesting in 
bird boxes at Blaine had brought off all their young 
by June 30 (LK); at Seattle the young left a box on 
July 2 (VEC). Six pairs of Tree Swallows nested in 
boxes at Blaine, and when the young of these were 
successfully fledged, all the boxes were occupied 
again (LK). Barn Swallows were still nest-building at 
Vancouver, B. C., Aug. 10 (WHH). One brood of 
Purple Martins was fledged in early July from a 6- 
compartmented box built on a piling at Eld Inlet. An- 
other box, with 4 compartments, contained a nest of 4 
small young on July 29. One of these boxes has been 
used by Purple Martins almost every year since 1938 
(CB). 

Thrushes, Kinglets, Pipits—Robins began nest 
building on March 19 and the last young left another 
nest on July 16 at Blaine (LK). Varied Thrushes 
were feeding 3 young in a nest at 5280 feet, at Layout 
Camp, east of Hart’s Pass, Okanogan Co., Wash., 
June 26 (BB, EB); they were apparently nesting from 
sea level to 500 feet south of Squamish, B. C., July 12 
(GM). Hermit Thrushes were feeding 4 large young 
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in a nest in a Silver Fir near Twin Camp, Snoqualmie 
Nat'l Forest, King Co., Wash., July 16 (BB, EB); 
the excited actions of a bird at approximately 5000 
feet on Mt. Baker on July 18 indicated the probable 
presence of a nest or small young (LK). A Swainson’s 
Thrush nest contained 2 eggs and 2 newly hatched 
young at Eld Inlet, July 30 (CB). A Western Blue- 
bird with eggs at Medford, April 29, was very early 
(RB). Golden-crowned Kinglets left the nest at Med- 
ina, Wash., May 21 (WMH); and 6 newly fledged 
young all huddled together on a branch were being 
fed at Stampede Pass, about 10 miles south of Sno- 
qualmie Pass, July 9 (BB, EB). A pair of Water 
Pipits with 4 young was observed on Mt. Baker, July 
16. 

Phainopeplas, Vireos, Warblers—A Phainopepla 
observed in Medford in mid-May by Mrs. R. M. Kent, 
Mr. and Mrs. James O. Wanger, and Dr. Elmo Steven- 
son is a most interesting sight record, as the bird is 
not known to occur in Oregon. Several Hutton’s 
Vireos (rare) were counted at Miracle Beach between 
June 15 and Aug. 12 (DS, BW’). Three juvenile Red- 
eyed Vireos were seen at Pitt Meadows, July 22. 
Townsend's Warblers with young were observed at 
E. C. Manning Provincial Park on July 1, where im- 
mature MacGillivray’s Warblers also were seen. 

Blackbirds, Finches, Sparrows.—The Rusty Black- 
bird, considered only a migrant on the coast of British 
Columbia by ornithologists, is said by local residents 
to be a common bird in the vicinity of Squamish, 
where a male was seen and heard whistling on June 8 
(LK). Tiny young of the Purple Finch were being fed 
on Orcas Island, May 30 (JIC). A 2 Cassin’s Finch 
was building a nest in the spindly top of a 35-foot 
Alpine Fir at Hart’s Pass, June 28 (BB, EB). The 
House Finch is spreading northward on Vancouver 
Island, being observed at Oyster Bay and Black Creek 
during July (DS, BW). A Pine Grosbeak was picking 
up fine rootlets, at 5500 feet, near Hart's Pass, June 
29. Pine Siskins were seen carrying nesting material at 
Blaine, April 22 (LK). A White-crowned Sparrow 
nest contained 4 newly hatched young at Seattle, May 
24 (DW). Probably a second nesting wes that of a 
pair that hatched 3 eggs at Blaine on Aug. 4 (LK). 
At Victoria the birds were considered scarcer than 
usual. An unusual summer vagrant is the White- 
crowned Sparrow (gambelii race) seen at Black Creek, 
July 28 (JR, BW). A pair of Fox Sparrows was feed- 
ing 2 young in a nest built in a small fir and huckle- 
berry bush growing close together on Colquhoun Peak, 
Snoqualmie Nat'l Forest, King Co., Wash., July 22 
(BB, EB). Fledgling Song Sparrows were still being 
fed at Seattle, Aug. 25 (VEC). 

Initialed Contributors—(BB, EB) Bob and Elsie 
Boggs: (RB) Ralph Browning; (CB) Mrs. Carl 
Bunch; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JIC) Mrs. J. I. 
Colwell; (JBC) John B. Crowell, Jr.;-(WMH) Wal- 
ter M. Hagenstein; (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. Werner 
H. Hesse; (JH) James Hicks; (BK) Ben King; (LK) 
Lucile Kline; (LDL) Lynn D. LaFave; (GM) George 
McKay; (GAP) G. A. Poynter; (JR) Jack Robinson; 
(DS) David Stirling; (BW) Betty Westerborg; 
(DW) Dick Witt; (GW) Gwen Wright—Bos and 
Exsié Boos, 10434 22nd Ave. S.W., Seattle 66, Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Lulled by 
the showery and pleasantly cool spring that lasted well 
into June, Californians were shocked when sudden hot 
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weather came. Apparently, a long finger of Continen- 
tal Tropical air pushed up almost to the Oregon 
border, keeping a maritime High far out at sea. Daily 
maximum temperatures soared to well above 100° in 
most areas and stayed close to that figure for weeks. 
The 106° reached in San Francisco on June 14 was an 
all-time high! The Central Valley totted up a total of 
21 days with a maximum above 100° in June and July, 
occasicnally hitting as high as 117° in some areas. 
The result, of course, was a hotter and drier summer 
than ever before. 

In the Sierra Nevada, this mid-June heat served to 
keep minimum temperatures above 40°, and helped 
give the breeding birds an excellent start. All observers 
lucky enough to spend some time at the higher eleva- 
tions reported an extremely successful, yet concen- 
trated, nesting period of all mountain species during 
late June and early July. By late July, dryness had hit 
the higher country, too, and, in effect, terminated the 
breeding season. With the smallest snowpack in years 
about gone, the streams lowered alarmingly fast, and 
the moist mountain meadows dried rapidly. Fortu- 
nately, the dry weather came late enough for most 
breeding to be finished and fledglings to be on their 
own. Birding was exciting while it lasted, with all 
species nesting at once! 

Some species ranged higher than usual during the 
breeding season; many pairs of birds of the same spe- 
cies seemed to have made use of atypical habitats; or 
a few species that do not breed widely became more 
conspicuous in nesting numbers. This information 
along with other nesting data emerged from the excel- 
lent specific picture of breeding montane species from: 
near Yuba Pass (Beth Snyder), through the Lake 
Tahoe area (Guy McCaskie), in the high country of 
Yosemite Nat'l Park (Cogswell, Fitzpatrick, Seibert 
and Marianne Shepard) and the more southern and 
less-reported area in the mountains of Fresno County 
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near Huntington Lake (Junea Kelly). Also, the almost 
complete lack of conifer cones and acorns should be 
considered when watching birds and their travels dur- 
ing the coming two seasons. 

The effect of the heat on nesting birds in the low- 
land areas was commented upon by several reporters, 
the consensus being that it caused many nestling casu- 
alties, egg failures, and premature departures of nest- 
lings. Edwin O'Neill, Sacramento Wildlife Refuge 
biologist, mentioned Barn Swallows, Barn Owls, West- 
ern Kingbirds, Mourning Doves, Mockingbirds and 
House Sparrows unable to bring off full live broods; 
Marianne Shepard of Glen Ellen told of Black Phoebes 
dying in the nest, of a Lazuli Bunting shielding a 
dead nestling, of Cliff Swallows having trouble keep- 
ing their mud nests stuck to walls that had supported 
them in previous seasons, and of a hardy Western 
Bluebird young that managed to survive in a sun- 
baked pipe! Others agreed that lowland birds had a 
difficult time, although earlier nesting species in April 
and May had better luck. Mockingbirds expanded their 
breeding range again, this time to the Monterey Penin- 
sula; Hooded Orioles established good footholds as 
breeding birds in the East Bay and Sacramento areas; 
Hermit Thrushes ne. ted abundantly in the Sierra; and 
there were unprecedented numbers of Brown-headed 
Cowbirds everywhere—even at nearly 10,000 feet in 
elevation. 

Pelagic birds and waterbirds in general were un- 
spectacular with species breeding as usual in the usual 
places. The regular post-breeding flights of Heerman’s 
Gulls, Elegant Terns and Sooty Shearwaters arrived 
late and in small numbers up to the end of July. In 
contrast, however, Wilson’s and Northern Phalaropes 
began to reappear (many in full breeding plumage) in 
late June and July—almost before they had left. 
Western Grebes were reported summering in sizable 
numbers off the Sonoma coast. 

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans, Pelagics—An Arctic Loon 
at Bass Lake, El Dorado Co., was far inland and past 
migration time, June 22 (FGE, GSR). At Woodland, 
near Sacramento, on June 21, an adult Eared Grebe, 
with 3 young about two-thirds grown, was seen in an 
irrigation ditch (GSR)—an unusual Valley record 
north of the 38th parallel. Western Grebes apparently 
spent the summer along the middle California coast 
(according to these records): near the mouth of the 
Russian River there were 75 on June 3: 150 on June 
25; and 50 to 60 on July 29 (MM). On June 28 at 
sea off Bolinas, Marin Co., 5 were found (WMP); 
a flock of 15 was just north of Pescadero Point, San 
Mateo Co., on July 29 (EAA). From June 1 through 
mid-July several nests of this grebe were observed at 
Sacramento Wildlife Refuge (EO’N). On a Navy 
cruise north, 50 to 90 miles at sea, Black-footed Alba- 
trosses were frequently noted, June 3 to 5. On the re- 
turn trip, June 13, about 50 were present all day, 
increasing to 35 when 30 miles NW of Cape Men- 
docino (BFK). Sooty Shearwaters did not appear near 
shore north of Santa Cruz, but “many thousands’’ 
were close to the Santa Cruz shore on July 26 (FEH); 
and 3 days later, a “heavy stream’ flowed by Point 
Pinos, Pacific Grove, and Moss Landing (EAA, GPL). 
Leach’s Petrels were frequently noted on Lt. King’s 
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Navy cruise in June. The presence in summer, with- 
out signs of nesting activity, of White Pelicans at San 
Felipe Lake, Santa Clara Co. (AFN 15:435) (EDS), 
and the fact that at Point Lobos, Brown Pelicans did 
not even attempt to nest this year (up to 50 nests 
previously) (MF, fide EAP) add up to wo reports of 
breeding pelicans in this Region. Both species were 
present as the following northernmost records show: 
5 White Pelicans on San Pablo Bay on June 23 
(GSR) and 5 Brown Pelicans on Goat Rock, south 
of the mouth of the Russian River, Sonoma Co., on 
June 25 (MM). 

Herons, Waterfowl—An adult Am. Bittern was 
seen with 2 partially grown young at McClusky 
Slough, Moss Landing, July 7 (GPL), the only breed- 
ing report in many summers, although the species must 
be commonly resident in some marshy spots. Two 
adult Canada Geese with 4 young were noted, April 
24 to 27, at the Oakland Toll Bridge Plaza (LF). 
With a similar report of a nesting in 1959 nearby, 
is this a significant indication of sparse regular nest- 
ing? Four Black Brant were present in July at Carmel 
River Lagoon (GPL); and a flock of 30 flew over 
Drake’s Bay, Marin Co., June 4 (GM). The 250 
Surf Scoters at the mouth of the Russian River, June 
25 and July 29, seem like a high summer count 
for this winter visitant species (MM). About 40 
young Common Mergansers on Lake Tahoe in the 
latter half of July indicate probable nesting success 
(GMcC). 

Hawks.—Red-shouldered Hawks nested successful- 
ly at the Jack London Ranch and in Glen Ellen, So- 
noma Co., with one nest under observation since March 
(MS); a lone bird was seen at Woodland, June 21 
(GSR), but none were found near the Santa Cruz 
area, where they have nested in recent years (FEH). 
An immature Golden Eagle was seen on Mt. Diablo, 
June 14 (EAP); and ene was at Lafayette on July 29 
(LF). 

Shorebirds—Two early Ruddy Turnstones were 
present on July 21 at Bay Farm Island, Alameda 
(JWK). About 100 Whimbrels were at McClusky 
Slough, July 7, an unusually good number for that 
date (GPL). Am. Avocets seemed quite common al- 
though not all were necessarily nesting: about 200 
were noted at the Woodland Sugar ponds, June 21 
(GSR), and at the salt ponds near Dumbarton Bridge, 
July 16; adults, a few with small chicks, were in 
better numbers than had been seen there at similar 
times in any other year (EDS). Seeing phalaropes in 
breeding plumage in central California is a treat, but 
this can be done before mid-July: 1 Wilson's was 
seen at Bodega Bay, Sonoma Co., on June 3, and 45 
were there on June 25 (MM); the unusual number of 
85 by June 21 was noted at Woodland Sugar Ponds 
(GSR); from 2 to 20 were observed at McClusky 
Slough and Carmel River Lagoon, from June 26 to 
30 (GPL); some at San Felipe Lake, near Gilroy, on 
June 22, also were brightly plumaged (EDS); and 6 
at the Bay Bridge Toll Plaza, on July 3, molted soon 
after (MM). 

Terns, Alcids —Four Common Terns, with Forster's 
Terns, were early at the Toll Bridge Plaza on July 
22 (EAA). At least 100 Common Murres, unusual 
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for the date, were noted flying south from the Cliff 
House at San Francisco on July 12 (FP). At least 6 
Marbled Murrelets were seen in the waters off Pes- 
cadero Point on July 29 (EAA). 

Owls, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers—A_ Flam- 
mulated Owl was heard in Peregoy Meadows, Yosem- 
ite Nat'l Park on June 10 (WJF, ef al.). Burrowing 
Owls nested in good numbers on the Sacramento 
Wildlife Refuge (EO'N). A Spotted Owl perched 
all the afternoon of June 17 in plain sight of hun- 
dreds of visitors to Muir Woods (RM Brown, fide 
WMP); another reported from dense river bottom 
woods near Woodland seems incredible, June 21 
(GSR). Two pairs of Black-chinned Hummingbirds 
were observed, unusually coastal, in an Oakland yard, 
July 23 (RS). Anna’s Hummingbirds north of Yreka 
(MSC), and Calliope Hummers at Clark Station, 
Sierra Co. (BCS), were both more common than 
usual. A Nuttall’s Woodpecker was seen at Soquel, 
July 1 (RJR). Lewis’ Woodpeckers nested in the 
eastern wooded fringe of the Region: in a dead Jef- 
frey Pine west of Mono Lake, June 11, (WJF); and 
noisy young were in an ancient poplar near Sierra- 
ville on July 7 (BCS). 

Swallows, Mockingbirds, T hrushes.—Tree Swallows 
nested twice in a 2-apartment bird house, House 
Finches using the other section (MSC). Six Cliff 
Swallow nests were built on the Glen Ellen Post Of- 
fice, falling off three times before the birds gave up; 
from 26 nests on a silo only 1 or 2 broods were raised. 
Interestingly, 5 nests from last year were reused suc- 
cessfully (MS). Mockingbirds, with young out of the 
nest by June 12, nested in a sand dune area near 
Seaside, Monterey Co. (VLY): another nest in Seaside 
and one in Pacific Grove (both found in early June) 
are the first records from this new area (GPL). In 
another humid bayside area on Bay Farm Island, 
Alameda, Mockingbirds got off to an early start, when 
a fledgling fed on the ground, on April 11 (BDC); 
nesting was carried on until July 21 (JWK), indicat- 
ing at least 2 successive broods. Most reporters 
agreed that Hermit Thrushes breeding in the Sierra 
were abundant, but lowland Swainson’s Thrushes 
seemed scarce. At the height of the nesting season, 
Townsend's Solitaires were noted at 10,000 ft. eleva- 
tion near Yosemite (HLC). 

Kinglets, Waxwings, Vireos.—Only a few local 
Golden-crowned Kinglets were observed in the White 
Firs along the Harden Lake Trail, Yosemite, in con- 
trast to abundant Ruby-crowned Kinglets singing 
throughout the forest (HLC). Cedar Waxwings were 
reported to June 4 near Three Rivers, Tulare Co. 
(JK). A Solitary Vireo nest was abuilding as early 
as April 21, at Stevens Creek, Santa Clara Co. (OA); 
and another in the vicinity of Lafayette, Contra Costa 
Co.—the first time since 1953—had unknown suc- 
cess (LF). 

Warblers.—-Warblers breeding in most areas seemed 
low in individual numbers (JWK), but Orange- 
crowned Warblers brought off good numbers of young 
in Contra Costa County (LF, EAP). A singing male 
Nashville Warbler on June 7 on Mt. Diablo was a 
month later than the last of a year ago (EAP). About 
10 were singing at 7300 ft. on the Tuolumne Trail, 


Yosemite (HLC). A singing male Parula Warbler 
was found foraging in the treetops on the Mills Col- 
lege Campus, Oakland, on June 17 (HLC). Audu- 
bon’s Warblers, and 2 males and a female Hermit 
Warbler were singing and carrying nesting material 
on Mt. Tamalpais, Marin Co., June 18, 25 and July 
1 (MM); 2 pair of Audubon’s Warblers in similar 
activities in the Santa Cruz Mountains, June 12 and 
14 (EDS) would indicate favorable areas this year. 
Orioles, Cowbirds.—Hooded Orioles, now definitely 
established in the Santa Cruz and Los Gatos-—Saratoga 
area are also breeding birds in Alameda, Courtland 
and Sacramento; 2 pairs were noted at Courtland but 
there was no direct nesting evidence on May 10, 24, 
or throughout the summer (BO'N, ERP); there was 
a nest in Washington Park, Alameda, by April 24 
(JWK); a nest placed in Washington Palm trees 
raised 4 young in Berkeley (ASC); 2 other nests were 
found in Berkeley and Hayward; and a pair with 
young nested for the second year in downtown Sacra- 
mento, May 24 (ERP, GMcC). Observers commented 
upon the increase in numbers of Brown-headed Cow- 
birds everywhere, even at an elevation of 9550 ft. at 
Dana Meadows, Yosemite, July 13 (HLC). 
Grosheaks, Finches and Sparrows.—A_ Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak was carefully observed on Mt. 
Hermon, Santa Cruz Co., June 24 (Emma Linderoth, 
fide EDS). Black-headed Grosbeaks had outstanding 
nesting success. A very late Evening Grosbeak lin- 
gered until June 5 at Lafayette (LF); at Clark Sta- 
tion, nesting after a 2-year absence, the species was 
judged to be 4 times more common than usual (BCS) 
A Lawrence’s Goldfinch finally raised her young in a 
Lafayette location, after first abandoning a nest to a 
cowbird egg (LF). A pair of Grasshopper Sparrows 
including a singing male was flushed in a field of tall 
wild oats on Mt. Diablo, June 11; one was flushed 
again the next day (PL, EAP)—first record there. 
Lark Sparrows nested commonly on the upper grassy 
or almost barren slopes of Mt. Diablo, utilizing low 
bushes or rock outcrops as song perches; one nest with 
4 eggs was noted underfoot on a deer trail, June 11 
(PL, EAP). Rufous-crowned and Black-chinned Spar- 
rows seemed more common than last year on this 
mountain; a nest of the former with 3 young was 
found below the South Gate on May 12 (MS); a 
nest of the Black-chinned with 2 eggs incubated was 
located near the South Gate, June 28 (EDS, PL, EAP). 
Contributors—(EAA) Earl A. Albertson; (OA) 
Oliver Allen; (MSC) Margaret S. Chandlee; (HLC) 
Howard L. Cogswell; (ASC) Arthur S. Campbell; 
(BDC) Betsey D. Cutler; (FGE) Fred G. Evenden; 
(LF) Lynn Farrar; (WJF) Walter J. Fitzpatrick; 
(MF) Milton Frincke; (FEH) Florence E. Haas; 
(JWK) Junea W. Kelly; (BFK) Benjamin F. King; 
(JK) Joseph Kittredge; (GPL) George P. Lamont; 
(PL) Phyllis Lindley; (MM) Marie Mans; (GMcC) 
R. Guy McCaskie; (GM) Grace Miller; (BO'N) 
Barbara O'Neill; (EO’N) Edwin O'Neill; (ERP) 
Edwin R. Pickett; (FP) Florence Plymell; (EAP) 
Eleanor A. Pugh; (WMP) William M. Pursell; 
(GSR) Gilbert S. Raynor; (RJR) Robert J. Richard- 
son; (MLS) Milton L. Seibert; (MS) Marianne 
Shepard; (EDS) Emily D. Smith; (BCS) Beth C. 
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Snyder; (RS) Richard Stallcup; (VLY) Vernal L. 
Yadon.—BetTsEY D. CuTLER, 2128 Great Highway, 
San Francisco 16, Calif., and ELEANOR A. PuGH, Post 
Office Box 258, Diablo, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
nesting season in southern California (which com- 
mences here for some species as early as the end of 
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January) was extremely dry, and this was reflected in 
the overall success of nesting landbirds. The drought 
produced little herbage and seed foods for the birds, 
and as a result, nesting success was generally poor for 
the birds of the chaparral and mountain forests. Most 
observers reported poor nesting successes and smaller- 
than-normal broods. Lack of water in the foothills and 
mountains induced many birds to seek relief from the 
drought in gardens and irrigated areas. Certain springs 
which continued to flow throughout the summer at- 
tracted larger numbers of birds than usual. There was 
no measurable precipitation during June and the first 
half of July. However, during the latter part of July 
and the first three weeks of August some relief from 
the drought was affected by a series of tropical storms 
that raised the humidity level and brought much- 
needed rains to parched desert and mountain areas. It 
is significant that for the past three summers (follow- 
ing seasons of severe drought) we have had a rash 
of mid-summer thunderstorms, which originated in 
tropical waters to the south of us. For example, almost 
3 inches of rain fell in Joshua Tree Nat'l Monument 
during the first three weeks of August. These summer 
storms were centered over the deserts and mountain 
ranges to the east of the Los Angeles basin, and al- 
though they did little to affect the success of nesting 
landbirds, they succeeded in reducing the fire-hazard 
in the forests. 

Loons through Cormorants—No loons were re- 
ported summering along the coast. A single Western 
Grebe remained at Bolsa Chica as during the past 5 
years. Black-footed Albatrosses were present in small 
numbers (maximum 3 at once) during late July and 
through August west of Point Loma and near San 
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Clemente Island. Similarly, small numbers of Sooty 
Shearwaters were present throughout the summer, 
primarily near San Clemente Island. A single Manx 
Shearwater was seen near Los Coronados Islands about 
July 1 (Jay M. Sheppard), and a few Pink-footed 
Shearwaters were found in that vicinity throughout 
August. This was one of the poorest summers for 
petrels that I can recall. Normally one can find hun- 
dreds of Black Petrels during July and August between 
the mainland and the islands. From July 28 to Aug. 4 
Sheppard saw only 7 Leach’s Petrels, 4 Ashy Petrels 
and 2 Black Petrels near Los Coronados Islands. On 
Aug. 12 only a single Ashy and a single Black Petrel 
were found between San Pedro and a point some 12 
miles west of San Clemente Island (Ep.). No other 
petrels were reported. No White Pelicans were re- 
ported nesting in the Region; Brown Pelicans seemed 
to have had fair nesting success. A Brown Booby 
was again seen near Prince Islet, off San Miguel 
Island, July 25-26 (Don Bleitz) where it has been 
reported on several previous occasions. During the 
summer cormorants of all species were very scarce 
along the coast, but their nesting success on the off- 
shore islands appeared good. 

Herons and Ibises —Great Blue Herons (with three 
nests at each location) were reported nesting near 
Morro Bay (Alma Stultz) and Rancho Santa Fe 
(Minta Robinson). Snowy Egrets again nested suc- 
cessfully near both the north and the south ends of 
the Salton Sea. Three Am. Bitterns were found at Lt. 
Maxton Brown Sanctuary near Oceanside, Aug. 29 
(MR). A small group of Wood Ibis again returned 
to the several coastal lagoons north of San Diego 
during late August. Eighteen were counted near 
Solano Beach, Aug. 29 (Guy McCaskie, Richard Stall- 
cup) and a group of 14 was reported over Lt. Maxton 
Brown Sanctuary about Aug. 10 (fide MR). No report 
was received of the nesting success of White-faced Ibis 
at the south end of the Salton Sea, and 1 bird was 
found near Oceanside, Aug. 29 (GMcC, RS). 

Waterfowl through Quail—Ruddy Ducks and Cin- 
namon Teal had fair nesting results, but Fulvous Tree 
Ducks were below normal in the Imperial Valley. A 
pair of Surf Scoters was still at Lower Newport, July 
9 (G. Shumway Suffel). White-tailed Kites were 
difficult to find during the summer, probably because 
of their retiring habits during the nesting period. An 
Osprey was seen at Upper Newport Bay, Aug. 28 
(GMcC, RS), and a Peregrine Falcon flew over Mt. 
Wilson, Aug. 12 (Russell and Marion Wilson). 
Chukars were reported as abundant and followed by 
many young in the higher regions of Death Valley 
Nat'l Monument (Roland Wauer). Quail generally 
had a poor nesting with small coveys reported, and 
many flocks appeared in gardens and other urban areas. 

Shorebirds —For reasons as yet difficult to explain, 
shorebirds of a number of species were abundant 
throughout the summer months despite the continued 
destruction of suitable habitat. Some species, such as 
Black Turnstones and Wilson's Phalaropes, appeared 
very early along our shores, while other species, nota- 
bly Knots, Lesser Yellowlegs, and Solitary Sandpipers, 
were commoner than usual. Black Oystercatchers 
nested in small numbers along the gravelly beaches 
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south of Morro Bay. Snowy Plovers had a difficult 
nesting season because of the constant intrusion of 
people into their habitat. Black-hellied Plover were 
present in small numbers throughout July and August. 
Three Black Turnstones were seen at sea about 60 
miles southwest of San Diego about July 1 (JMS) 
and one bird was at Malibu, Aug. 5 (Ep.). Twenty 
Ruddy Turnstones were found at San Diego Bay and 
5 more at Solano Beach, Aug. 29 (GMcC, RS). One 
Solitary Sandpiper was at Solano Beach, Aug. 29 
(GMcC, RS), and 3 were at Upper Newport Bay, 
Aug. 26 (David Robison). The only Wandering Tat- 
tler reported flew by Will Rogers State Beach, Sept. 3 
(Ep.). McCaskie and Stallcup found 1 Lesser Yellow- 
legs at Sandyland, Aug.'28; 20 at Solano Beach, and 
30 at Oceanside, Aug. 29. In addition, on Aug. 29, 
they found 5 Knots at San Diego Bay and 20 at Ocean- 
side. A Pectoral Sandpiper was at Malibu Lagoon, July 
22 (DR). No Baird’s Sandpipers were reported. 
Dowitchers of both species and small numbers of 
Marbled Godwits were found throughout the summer. 
Small groups of Am. Avocets and Black-necked Stilts 
were found nesting at Sandyland, near Ventura, Bolsa 
Chica, and some of the lagoons in coastal San Diego 
County, while the majority of these birds had success- 
ful nestings in the Imperial Valley: no nestings were 
reported from the dried-out lakes of the San Joaquin 
Valley. Wilson's Phalaropes appeared very early this 
summer; 1200-+- were counted at Upper Newport Bay, 
July 8 (RW, MW). They also were abundant on the 
lagoons of coastal San Diego County and in Death 
Valley during this time. Along with them, however, 
were only a very few Northern Phalaropes. By the last 
week of July only a few hundred Wilson’s remained 
but the numbers of Northern Phalaropes had swelled 
to several thousand at Upper Newport Bay and at Lt. 
Maxton Brown Sanctuary. It was estimated that there 
were more than 7000 Northern Phalaropes at Lt. 
Maxton Brown Sanctuary, Aug. 26 (RW, MW). 
Only about 20 Red Phalaropes were found between 
San Pedro and San Clemente Island, Aug. 12 (Epb.). 
Jaegers through Terns —Owing perhaps to the scar- 
city of Elegant Terns coastwise during the late summer, 
the flight of jaegers was one of the poorest in memory. 
Only one Pomarine Jaeger was seen near San Clemente 
Island, Aug. 12 (Ep., George A. Hall, Irving Burr), 
and one off Sandyland, Aug. 28 (GMcC, RS). A Skua 
was sighted near San Clemente Island, Aug. 12 (Ep., 
GAH, IB). Early Sabine’s Gulls were seen—1, 55 
miles west of San Diego, Aug. 1 (JMS), and another 
near San Clemente Island, Aug. 12 (GAH, IB). Gull- 
billed Terns had a very poor nesting season at the 
Salton Sea, where only 11 pairs could be found (Fred 
Gallup). Royal Terns were unreported during the 
summer, but Caspian Terns again nested successfully 
on south San Diego Bay. Only about 14 nests of 
Elegant Terns were found there (Robert Blackstone). 
Away from the San Diego area, no Elegant Terns were 
found aside from 2 at Malibu, Aug. 28 (GMcC, RS). 
Alcids.—Pigeon Guillemots had a good nesting 
season near Morro Bay (AS). Only 5 Cassin’s Auklets 
were seen near Los Coronados Islands during the first 
week in August (JMS). On Aug. 12 we had a singu- 
lar experience with Xantus’ Murrelets about 8 miles 


southwest of the western end of San Clemente Island. 
At 4:30 A.M. we counted and estimated more than 350 
circiing the lights and settling into the water around 
our drifting boat. They appeared to be attracted to the 
lights and then moved on, and were replaced by 
others. This was strange since on the following morn- 
ing and for the remainder of the day we saw not 
another murrelet. This experience was difficult to ex- 
plain in light of the following facts: Xantus’ Murre- 
lets normally finish nesting by mid-July; the young 
leave the nest and seek the water about 2 days after 
hatching; the birds normally are not nocturnal, but 
leave the nesting burrows shortly before dawn and 
return to them at twilight or just after dark; they are 
relatively non-migratory. 

Pigeons, Doves, Hummingbirds.—Band-tailed Pi- 
geons near Claremont nested as early as the end of 
January, as an injured fledgling was found there on 
Feb. 22 (L. A. Shelton). A Ground Dove was found 
near Furnace Creek Ranch, Death Valley Nat'l Monu- 
ment, July 9 (RW). Both Ground and White-winged 
Doves had successful nestings in the Coachella Valley 
during May and June. In general, both Anna’s and 
Black-chinned Hummingbirds had only fair nesting 
SUCCESS. 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—An Eastern Kingbird was 
reported near Mar Monte Slough, Santa Barbara in 
late August (fide Egmont Z. Rett) and another was 
collected near Oceanside, Aug. 29 (GMcC, RS). Ash- 
throated Flycatchers appeared in good numbers in resi- 
dential parts of Los Angeles (although no nests were 
found). The Olive-sided Flycatcher is probably a 
regular nesting species now at the Santa Barbara 
Botanic Garden, as adults were feeding 2 young there, 
Aug. 2 (EZR). Swallows of all species apparently 
fared better with their nesting activities than did most 
landbirds. Purple Martins were found at Chilao, June 
10 (RW, MW), and at Irvine and O'Neil Parks, July 
8 (RW, MW). On July 30 a lone Purple Martin was 
seen flying over the Long Beach Freeway in Long 
Beach (Ep.). 

Ravens through Phainopeplas—An albino Raven 
was seen throughout the summer at Furnace Creek 
Ranch, Death Valley Nat'l Monument (RW). Both 
Pigmy and Red-breasted Nuthatches were found in 
San Marcos Pass near Santa Barbara, Aug. 22 (EZR). 
More Robins nested in lowland urban areas during 
this season. A few Cedar Waxwings remained near 
Santa Barbara as late as June 17 (EZR)—and this 
seemed to confirm this general condition. Phainopeplas 
were scarce in the desert areas but appeared in unex- 
pected coastal areas and in unusual numbers in the 
foothill areas away from the deserts. 

Starlings, Warblers, Tanagers—Pauma Valley was 
added to list of nesting sites of the Starling in south- 
ern California this year (FG). Late Townsend's, 
Hermit, and MacGillivray’s Warblers were found at 
Buckhorn Flats in the San Gabriel Mountains, June 
10 (RW, MW). A Northern Waterthrush was 
collected at Furnace Creek Ranch, D.V.N.M., Aug. 
18 (RW). Bullock’s Orioles had only moderate nest- 
ing success while Hooded Orioles brought off very 
few young birds. After a superb spring flight a small 
number of Western Tanagers lingered in San Marcos 


493 








until at least Aug. 1 (EZR) and through August at 
Morro Bay (AS), but no nest was found. 

Grosbeaks, Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed 
Grosbeaks seemed to have had a good season as many 
young were reported. A male Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak came daily to a feeder at Idyllwild, May 16-23 
(Marguerite Courtney, fide Norman H. Mellor), and 
a male Cardinal was reported from Santa Ana, Aug. 
19 (fide Margaret Harding). A pair of Pyrrhuloxias 


were again reported from Cottonwood Springs, but 
indications are that these were released cage birds. 
Lawrence's Goldfinches were fairly common along 
mountain streams and at springs throughout the sum- 
mer. Black-chinned Sparrows were reported by a few 
observers to have had a very successful nesting — 
ARNOLD SMALL, 3028 Cavendish Drive, Los Angeles 
64, Calif. 





Some Comments On Regional Reports 
By Sally F. Hoyt 


Part of paper given at Federation of New York State Bird Clubs meetings in New York City, 
September 1961 


HAT IS THE VALUE OF THE REGIONAL REPORT? 
W It is not a list of who saw what where. At 

least that is not where the emphasis should 
be placed. The regional report should indicate what 
has been present, where, and on what dates, in what 
numbers. Its value lies not in entertainment reading 
the day or week you receive The Kingbird, nor in 
listing the names of active birders in the region. Its 
value lies in the reference material therein contained. 
We turn to the preceding year for seasonal com- 
parisons. We turn to it five, ten years later to see 
trends in abundance and distribution. 

The item which seems of little importance today, 
may seem of great importance in 1970 when we are 
suddenly concerned about the distribution or value of 
a particular bird. The datum of today is the reference 
material of tomorrow. Regional reports in The King- 
bird will be examined, not just by New York Staters, 
but by students of a species or a family in all parts 
of the country: even as I read the regional reports in 
other state publications to collect material on Pileated 
Woodpeckers. 

Your name may be listed following a bird record 
for one of two reasons: (1) to indicate that the report 
is not just hearsay, giving you as the authority for it 
and thus giving it weight; or (2) to permit a reader, 
wishing to know more about the record, to get in 
touch with the actual observer. Editors run into a real 
problem in regard to using observers’ names. Let's face 
it: many enjoy seeing their names in print and using 
the names encourages more people to write in observa- 
tions. The lack of a name, the lack of an exact ob- 
servation does not mean that we have not used it. 
Your report of abundance, arrival or departure dates, 
or peak count dates is lumped with many others to give 
a more accurate picture than can be obtained from one 
report. If I have seen no Winter Wrens in migration 
it is not significant, but if a dozen observers mention 
seeing no Winter Wrens, this fact is worth recording. 

In general, the Regional Editors will give a reason 
for most items included. This enables a reader from 
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another region, or another part of the country, to see 
the significance of the mention of a species. An Ala- 
baman might wonder why one region reported simply 
“A Mockingbird was sighted on May 16’’—but if this 
is followed by ‘‘The first record of the species since 
1933” it is evident to anyone that here is a rare bird 
for this region. Or ‘Many Cowbirds wintered this 
year” might seem like an unnecessary statement to a 
Mississippi Valley resident, unless qualified by ‘‘This 
continues a recent trend of the species to winter farther 
north in part of its breeding range.’ But this does 
not mean that each reporter must qualify every state- 
ment. Lists of arrival dates, departure dates, impres- 
sions of abundance will guide the Regional Editor's 
thinking. 

Numbers are important and are too often omitted. 
The fact that 10 Indigo Buntings were found this 
year along a stretch of road that usually yields 4 
is far more significant than the statement, “Indigo 
Buntings were up in numbers.”’ But numbers can be 
very misleading. Unless it is known that coverage is 
truly representative of the area and the time period, 
it is better to omit numbers than to give a false 
impression. To say that only 10 Black-throated Green 
Warblers were found all season is misleading (if you 
were the only one hunting them, and you were out of 
town during part of the migration, or only checked 
half the known breeding areas). If all reports indi- 
cate the species was scarce, the Regional Editor is 
safe in stating so without including statistics. If you 
were out in the field every day—your peak counts, 
your comparative figures—are very significant and 
should be given. 

In submitting material for regional reports do in- 
clude a verification report for anything unusual. The 
request to submit one is not a case of questioning your 
accuracy or veracity. An unusual bird or an unusual 
date for a usual bird deserves more of a write-up than 
the mere mention of the occurrence. 

I hope you are familiar with the Buffalo Ornitho- 
logical Society's Date Guide. In this, their system of 


listing the birds is the clue to the status of each species 
in the area and is the guide to when verification is 
needed. Any bird not listed, any bird with no dates giv- 
en, and any bird seen outside the dates listed, is auto- 
matically expected to be vouched for by additional 
information. The point is to have the complete infor- 
mation on file for preparation of future lists. More 
regions might adopt this or a similar system, and by 
means of it strengthen their reports, eliminate pain- 
lessly all questionable records and collect valuable re- 
ference material. If no verification report is available 
for the unusual record, it can be omitted automatically 
and with no further question. The Editor does not 
have to make a difficult decision. 

Let me also suggest that Regional Editors try to line 
up more good observers (who are dependable corre- 
spondents) for all sections of their regions, and send 
them reminder cards at least two weeks ahead of each 
deadline date, making suggestions as to particular in- 
formation desired at the time. Utilize this material to 
the fullest extent, working in new observers as often as 


possible. Keep a file of odd notes that come in during 
the reporting period. While it is not necessary to 
acknowledge every report, give a pat on the back now 
and then to those who are faithful. And pass on, to 
other Regional Editors, reports you pick up from other 
regions. 

In conclusion, let me suggest that material for the 
Regional Editors—such things as comparative arrival 
dates of species in your yard, unusual migration waves, 
unusual numbers of winter birds—should be organ- 
ized in AOU Check-List order. Spare the words, unless 
it is a validation report—the name of the bird, a dash, 
the comment and pertinent data—is sufficient. Be 
brief. The Editor is greatly aided if he can run his 
eye down the page and pick out the names of species 
Tell him anything that might explain a drastic 
change: swamps drained; a reforested area that has 
had a spurt of growth; a new ‘edge’ that has developed. 

Finally, let's have more contributors all around. We 
need you to make our reports complete and accurate! 














NOTE: Mrs. J. Southgate Hoyt is on the staff of the Laboratory of Orinothology at Cornell Uni- 
versity, and edits the regional reports for The Kingbird, publication of the Federation of New York 
State Bird Clubs. This paper will appear in full in an early issue of The Kingbird. 

















WHILE THEY LAST! 
Audubon Field Notes offers at: 


$1.00 per volume: 
Volume 7—1953 
Volume 9—1955 


$2.00 per volume: 
Volume 12—1958 
Volume 13—1959 


Also at reduced rates—Broken Volumes for the following years: 


Volume 8—1954 


Volume 10—1956 


Volume 11—1957 


495 

















Christmas Bird Count Dates 


Wednesday, December 20, 1961 to 
Monday, January 1, 1962 


(deadline for copy—January 15) 


Christmas Bird Count forms are being mailed out to all compilers 
of 1959 and 1960 counts. If you are not a compiler this year and 
receive a blank, please pass it along to your successor! If any 
compiler does not receive a count form by one month prior to 


the week of the count or plans to institute a new count, kindly 


request one from: 


Miss Elizabeth S. Manning 
1130 Fifth Avenue 
New York 28, N. Y. 











